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ADVERTISEMENT. 





N order to fave the trouble of unceafing inquj- 
ries, and to fhew my juft fenfe of thofe tefti- 
monies of kind concern, with which I have been 
honoured fince my releafe from prifon, I thal} de- 
fenbe what 1 was an eye-witnefy of there; and 
publith to the world the bloody executions, of 


which I had like to be one of the unhappy victims, 


But my ftrongeft motive for printing this nar- 
rative 1s to fhew, that, though the people are in. 
petuous arid irrefiftible when they think them{elyes 
betrayed, we fhould not, on that account, defpair 


of their juftice. 


It is not my defign to enter into a detail of the 
caufes, which, operating with fatal effec, down 
fiom Necker of difaft: ous memory to thofe who refi- 
ned upon the confidence of the people only to deceyve 
them, have occafioned fo much French blood to be 
fpilt. Many other writers have already performed, 


and 
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and will again perform this tafk. I fhall content 
myfelf with proving to my fellow-citizens, that 
the calm compofure of innocence, fupported by 
prefence of mind, and a full confidence in the peo- 
ple’s juftice, cannot fail to preferve any man’s life 
from their vengeful fury. 


Iehad time to remark that fome of my partneis 
in misfortune were incapable of uttering a fingle 
word in their own juflification. this filence was 
perhaps the caufe of their death, which a firm de- 
meanour, and candid, unembarraffed replies might 
have averted. If this narrative fhould tend only 
to fave the life of a fingle man, were st pol hie that 
the like events could ever again take plact, 1 fhould 
think myfelf fufficiently rewarded for my paft fuf- 
terings, and for the fentiments of affliction which { 


teel in writing every line. 


MY 


MY AGONY 


THIRTY-EIGHT HOURS. 





CHAP. I. 


Fou teen Hours before the Committee of 
Lnfpettion. 


WAS apprehended by the order of this com- 

mittee on the twenty fecond of Auguft; and 
was taken to the mayoralty at nine o’clock in the 
morning, where I remained till eleven at night.— 
Two gentlemen, members, no doubt, of the committee, 
oidered me into a faloon, where one of them, op- 
preffed with fatigue, fell afleep. The other, who 
kept his eyes open, afked me “ If I was Jourgniac 
“« Saint Méard.” 


I anfwered—** Yes,” 


“¢ Sit down.—We are all upon a footing of per- 
“< fet equality.<-Do you know why you have 


“* been taken up?” 
« One 


Cv ] 
“ (ne of thofe who brought me here, told me, 


“ that was fufpected of being the Editor of an 


“unfconftitutional Newf{paper.” 


‘¢ Suspecren is not the word ; for I know that 
“Gautier, who pafics for the Editor of the Court 
“© and City Journal, zs @ mere humbug.” 


&* Youur eafinefs of belief, Sir, has been impofed 
“upon, as the proofs that fuch a man actually 
“* exifts, and that he is the Editor of that paper, 
“ are equally fimple and obvious.” 


“¢ T mutt believe.....” 


*‘ Nothing but the truth; for you are ju, as 
being a yudee: befides, 1 give you my word of 


” 


“ honour,..... 


“.Oh! Sir, words of honour are now quite out 
“ of the queftion.” 


«© So much the worfe, Sir, for mine is facred.” 


“© You are accufed of having been on the fron- 

‘* tiers, about ten or eleven months ago; and of 
“having raifed fome recruits there, whom you 
“* took to the emigrants : at your return, you were 
“© arrefted 5 


{ vi ] 
“¢ arrefted; but you made your efcape out of 
* prifon.” 


* Could I imagine this to bea ferious charge, 
*© T fhould require but one hour to prove that [ 
“have not been out of Paris for thefe rwenty-thrée 
© snonths.—And ifs.” 


‘© Oh! Sir: I know you are a man of talents ; 
“©and that you would find, by means of your 


© fubtlety cu” 


* Give me leave to fay, that the word /udt/ety is 
‘improperly added: the matters in queftion are 
‘« grofs abfurdities; for we are {peaking of the 
“* informations civen in againft me.” 


“Do you know M. Derofoi, the Editor of the 
“* Paris Gazette ?” 


“€ Very well, by narhe; but no farther: I have 
*¢ not even ever feen him.” 


“© T am aftonifhed at that, as fome of your let- 
** ters to him have been found among his papers.” 


*¢ Only. se could have been found there, as I 
“ never wrote to him more than once, to let him 


*« know that I fent the copy of a fpeech I made to 
A4 “ the 
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# the Chaffeurs of my company, at the time of the 
mutiny in the garrifon at Nancy; and which he 
««inferted in the Paris Gazette. This was the only 
“ correfpondence I ever had with him,” 


. © That is true; and I muft tell you farther, that 
* the letter you mention does not afford the leaft 


‘* ground of information againft you.” 


‘© None of my letters; none of my writings 5 
‘© none of my actions can affordany fuch grounds,” 


‘* T have feen you at Mrs. Vanfleury’s: I have 
« alfo feen you at M. Peltier’s, the Editor of the 
© Ads of the Apoftles.” 


‘* That may be, as I fometimes vifit that lady, 
“<¢ and often take a walk with Peltier.” 


“ Are you not a knight of the order of Saint 
*¢ Lewis ?” 


sYes, oir.’ 
‘© Why do you not wear the cfofs ?”" 


“ There it is: I have conftantly worn it for 
“ thefe fix years.” 


«¢ That 
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‘6 That will do for the prefent.....I fhall go and 
** inform the committee, that you are here.” 


*¢ Do me the favour alfo to inform them, that, 
“if they do me juftice, they will fet meat liberty ; 
“¢ for Iam neither an Editor, nor a Recruiter, nor 
“a Confpirator, nor an Informer.” 


A moment after, three foldiers made a fign to 
me to follow them. When we got into the court- 
yard, they requefted me to ftep with them intoa 
hackney-coach, which fet off as foon as they had 
ordered the coachman to drive to the Hétel of 
Fauxbourg St. Germain. 


CHAP. 





CHAP II. 


Yen Days at the Abbey Prifon. 


PON our arrival at the Hore] mentioned by 

my fellow travellers, which turned out to be 

the Abbey Piifon, they prefented me, with the 
billet for my quarters, to the keeper, who, after the 
ufual phrafe, “it is to be hoped that this will not 
“be for a long while,” put me ina large hall, 
which had ferveJ as a chapel to the prifoners under 
the old government. I counted over nineteen 
perfons lying on flock-beds: I had one appointed 
for me which was lately occupied by M. Dangre- 
mont, whofe head had been cut off two days be- 


fore. 


The fame day, at the very moment that we were 
going to fit down to table, M. Chantereine, a co- 
lone! of the king’s conftitutional guards, gave him- 
felf three flabs with a knife, faying ; ‘© We are all 
** doomed to be butchered. ...My God! I fly to 
*# you!” He died two minutes after. 


adluguft 
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Auguft 23.—1 drew up a memorial, in which f 
expofed the bafenefs of my accufers : I fent copies 
to the Chief Juftice; to my own ward; to thé 
Committee of Infpection ; and to all thofe whom I 
knew would be concerned for the wrongs done 
me. 


Near Five o’Clock in the Afternoon.n—M. Derofoi, 
Editor of the Pars Gazette, was added to the 
number of our affociates in misfortune.—As {oon 
as he heard my name mentioned, he faid to me, 
after the ufual falutation ;—‘* Ah! Sir, how happy 
“Tam in meeting wah youl, Uhave loag 
‘‘ efteemed you, though my only knowledge of 
* you is through the aflaw at Nanci. Permit an 
“unhappy man, whofe laft hour approaches, to 
*€ pour the overflowings of his heait into your’s.” 
—I embraced him. He then fhewed me a letter he 
had juft received from one of his female friends, 
to this purport. 


** Dear friend, prepare for death : you are con- 
“« demned ; and to-morrow.....Diftra¢ting thought 
‘*——but you know what I have promifed you. 
** Adieu.” 


While I was reading this letter, I perceived tears 
fart frorh his eyes: he kiffed it feveral times ; and 
T heard him fay ina 18w tone of voice ;—* Alas ! 
** fhe will fuffer more than I thall.”—He laid down 

upon 
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upon my bed ; and tired with talking of the means 
employed to accufe us, and to get us apprehended, 
we fell afleep. At day-break, he drew up a me- 
morial in his own juftification, which, though writ- 
ten with energy, and founded on facts, produced 
no favourable effect ; for next morning he was be- 
headed by the gusHotine. 


The 25th.—The commiffaries of the prifon permit- 
‘ted us at Jength to procure for ourfelves the even- 
ing papers*. 


* A new prifoner brought us feveral, and, among others, one 
entitled : The French Courter, in which I read what my readers, 
if they pleafe, may very well pafs over : 


“ Meffrs. Saint-Méard and Beaumarchais have been appree 
* hended: the firft was the author of a {candalous newf{paper 
« which appeared under the title of the Court and City Fournal, 
«« He has been a captain in the king’s regiment; and what may be 
* thought remarkable, he 1s the proprietor of the famous Mon- 
S* tagne’s forme: eftate near Bordeaux. M. Saint-Méard hasan 
* income of foity thoufand livres a year.” 


T pardon this fabricator of news for having given me that 
oftate, though it belongs to M. de Ségur; and forty thoufand 
livreg a year, though I never had half that income, even before 
the revolution—Nay more ; I do not fufpect him of any bad im- 
tentions fo far ; but I cannot believe that he had any very good 
ones, in making choice of the moment, when the fword of the 
law was fufpended over my head to jnform the public that I was 
the Editor of an unconftitutional Paper: for though be bimfelf 
ewas formerly a Feu:llant, that is to fay, a warm confiitution-mas, 

ie 
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The veftry of the chapel, which ferved for our 
prifon, was affigned to a captain of the regiment of 
Swifs guards, named Reding, who, in the affair of 
the tenth of Auguft, had been fhot through the 
arm, and received befides four wounds of a cutlafs 
in his head. Some citizens faved him, and toak 
him to lodgings; but he was foon after dragged, 
thence to be conveyed to the Abbey Prifon, where 
the broken bone of bis arm was fet a fecond time.—] 
have been very often aftonifhed in the courfe of 
my life ; but never fo muchas at the fight of a fort 
of nurfe who attended him. I recognized in her 
a perfon, with whom I had been intimately ac. 
quainted for twelve years.—I omit the particulars 
of this incredible anecdote, as they have no necef- 
fary connection with my narrative. 


The 26th at Midught.—A municipal officer came 
into our chimber to take down our names, and 
the day on which we were apprehended.—He gave 
us room to hope that the municipality would fend 
commiffaries in the morning to fet at liberty al} 


he knew that M. Gautier was the Editor of the Journal in quef. 
tion. In fhort, how will he reconcile the confiderable fortune 
he has given me with the affertion of the author of the Revolutions 
of Paris, who tells the public, that I got my livelihood by writing 
for that paper.—Had he added, that I never wrote, or directed 
my labours to deprive arf other perfon of life, he woutd have 
told at leaft one truth, and@ fhould have forgiven the reft of hig 
ebfurd falfhood. 

thofe 
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thofe againft whom there were only vague charges. 
This intimation gave me agood night’s reft; but it 
was not realized: on the contrary, the number of 
prifoners increafed. 


The 271h—We iicard the report of a piftol fhot, 
which was fired off in the infide of the prfon. 
‘Immediately people ran up and down the ftan- 
cafes and galleries with precipitation: locks and 
bolts were opened and fhut in a great hurry. 
One of the turnkeys, coming into our apartment, 
after having counted us, tells us not to be alarm- 
ed, as the danger was over. We could learn no- 
thing more of the matter from this abrupt and very 
laconic gentleman. 


The 28th and 2gth—The only objects to divert 
our thoughts, for thofe two days, were carriages 
coming with prifoners every inftant. We hada 
view of them from a fmall turret that communi- 
cated with our room, the windows of which 
faced St. Margaret-{treet—We paid dearly after- 
wards for the pleafure we had in hearing and fee- 
ing what paffed in the fquare, in the ftreet, and 
particularly oppofite the ward of our prifon. 


The 30th, at eleven &lock at night.—An old man 
about eighty was brought ito our room to fleep 
there: we learned next mornirg that he was one M. 

Cazotte, 
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Cazotte, the author of Owvier, Le Diable Amour eux, 
and fome other poems. The fomewhat extrava- 
gant gaiety of this old man and his oriental ftile 
diverted our melancholy a little. He very feri- 
oufly endeavoured to perfuade us, by the ftory of 
Cain and Abel, that we were much happier than 
thofe who enjoyed liberty. He feemed very forry 
that we did not look as if we believed him: he 
wanted abfolutely to make us acknowledge that 
our fituation was only an emanation of the Afoca- 
lypfe, &c. &c.....1 ftung him to the quick by fay- 
ing, that, in our circumftances, the belief of pye- 
deftination would afford more comfort than any 
thing he faid. Two' of the gendarmes, who cameto 
conduct him to the ciiminal tribunal, put an end 
to our dcbate. 


I did not lefe a moment in procuring the affida- 
vits neceffary to prove the truths ftated in my me- 
morial.—I was affifted by a friend, but fuch a 
friend as is not to be matched, who, while others 
were abandoned by theirs, exerted himfelf might 
and day to ferve me. He forgot, that, in a mo- 
ment of tumult and miftruft, he ran the fame rifk 
with me; that he laid himfelf open to fufpicion by 
taking fuch an aétive concern for a fufpected pri- 
foner; but nothing checked him; and he proved 
to me fully the truths of that proverb :——‘* Adver- 
fity is the topch{tone,of friendthip.”—It is, in a 

great 
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great meafure, to his exertions and zeal that I am 
indebted for my life. It isa debt I owe to the 
public, to myfelf, and to truth, to mention this 
brave man’s name: it is M. Teiffier, a merchant 
in Croix des Petits-Champs-ftreet *. 


The laft days of the month of Augufi—reminded 
me of the cruel fituation I was in at Nancy. My 
fancy was bufy in drawing a paralle] between the 
dangers to which I was now expofed, and thofe 
which I had run on the fame days, when the ar- 
my, confifting of the regiments of the king, of 
Meftre-de-camp, and of Chareauvjeux, with fome bata- 
lions of the national guards, chofe me for their ge- 
neral, and compelled me to march at their head to 
Luneville, to refcue general Malfergne from the 
carabineers. 


Firft of Septembc: —Three of our fellow prifoners 
were difcharged, who were much lefs furprifed at 
their releafe than at their former commitment, as 
they were the moft zealous patriots in their re{pec- 
tive wards, or fections. Some others in the ad- 
joining apartments were alfo fet at liberty, parti- 
cularly M. de Jaucourt, a member of the legifla- 
tive affembly, who 4 little time before had vacated 
his feat as deputy by fending in his refignation. 


® He is of the family of Teiffiers of London. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. Mil. 


Beginning of my Agony for This ty-Eight Hours. 


Sunday, September 2. 


UR turnkey brought dinner earlier than 
ufual : his wild Jook ana {cowling eye feem- 
ed to forbode fome approaching difafter. At rwo 
o'clock he returned: we furrounded him: he was 
deaf to all ogir enquiries; and after having, con- 
trary to cuftom, gathered up our knives, which 
we had placed in our napkins, he abruptly turned 
out the Swifs officer’s nur/e. 


At half paft two-—The horrid noife of a mob 
was frightfully increafed by that of drums beating 
to arms, bells ringing in every quarter, and three 
difcharges of the alarm gun, 


In thefe moments,of confternation, we faw three 

. . e . 
carriages pafs by, attended by an innumerable 
crowd of frantic men and women, crying out @ / 
B a la 
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§ /a force* They went on to the Abbey-Cloifter, 
which had been converted into a prifon for the 
clergy. In a moment after, we heard that the 
mob had juft butchered all the bifhops and other 


ecclefiaftics, who, they faid, had been put ito tbe 
fold there. 


Near four ¢clock.—The piercing cries of a man, 
whom they were hacking and cutting to pieces 
with hangers, drew us to the turret window, whence 
we faw a mangled corpfe on the ground, oppofite 
our prifon door. Another was butchered in the 
fame manner a moment after; and the bloody 
fcene continued, 


It is totally impoffible to defcribe the horior of 
the dead filence that prevailed during thofe cxecu- 
tions: it was interrupted only by the {creams of 
tortured victims, and by blows of hangers knocked 
againft their fculls. As foon as they fell, a mur- 
mur rofe, which was followed by fhouts of wve la 
nation, to us a thoufand times more terrible than 
the horrors of the former filence. 


In the intervals between each maflacre, we 
heard the mob under our windows faying, ‘* Not 


* We did not then know, that thofg words, a Ja force, was the 
fignal given for configuing viétims to execution, 
** one 
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** one of then muft efcape: they muft all be put 
**to death ; efpecially thofe who are in the chapel, 
** as nobody is put there but confpirators.” We 
were the perfons they meant ; and I need not affure 
the reader, that we often wifhed for the happinefs 
of thofe who were confined in the moft gloomy 
demgeons. 


Thoughtful melancholy now gave way to the 
keener agitations of immediate danger and alarm. 
A momentary filence in the ftreet was interrupted 
by a noife we heard within the prifon. 


Five o'clock.—Several voices called loudly fot 
M. Cazotte. A moment after, we heard a crowd 
of people upon the ftairs; the clafh of arms; and 
the cries¢of men and women. They were drag- 
ging along that old man, followed by his daughter. 
When he was outfide the door, the heroic young 
woman fluag her arms round her father’s neck : 
the people, affected at the fight, demanded his 
pardon, and obtained it. 


Near feven o’clock.—We {aw two men enter our 
room, with drawn {words in their bloody hands, 
A turnkey fhewed them the way with a flambeau, 
and pointed out te them the bed of the unfortu- 
nate Reding. At pis frightful moment, I was clafp- 
ing bis band, and endeavouring to comfort him —One 


Ba of 
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of thofe men was going to lift him up, when the 
poor officer ftopped him by faying ina dying tone 
of voice; ** Ah! Sir, I have fuffered enough ; I 
** am not afraid of death: all [afk ts to be killed 
© here.”’—Thefe « ords rendered the other motion- 
lefs‘ ; but it was only a moment’s paufe; for his 
comtade looking at him, and faying, ‘“ what are 
*© you about #” he laid hold of the ill-fated Red- 
inp; and taking him on his fhoulders, carried him 
into the ftrect, where he was murdered......My eyes 
are fo full of tears, that I can no longer fee what I am 


wribrit. 


We looked at one another without uttering a 
word : we fliook hands: we embraced...Then mo- 
tionlefs as {tatues, we kept our eyes fixt, in penfive 
filence on the floor, where a little moon-light 
fhot through the triple bars of our windows,...... 
But the cries of fome frefh vidtims quickly threw 
us into our foimer agitation, and reminded us of 
the aft words of MZ. Chanteseine, when he plunged 
the knife into his heart :—* We are all doomed to 
*« be butchered!” 


* It is hRely he felt fome humarie umpulfe at that inftant ; nor 
was this the only pioof he gave of his not being quite fo fangui- 
nary as his fellow butchers: I know he faved the life of a young 
man from Bafancon, a prifoner in the ro&m where 4 was. 


Midnight. 
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Midnight. —Ten men with naked {words, pre- 
ceded by two turnkeys holding flambeaus in their 
hands, entered our prifon; and ordered each of us 
to place himfelf at his bed’s foot. After they 
counted us over, they told us, that we were made 
re(ponfible for one anothe:; and they fwore, that 
if any one of us effected his efcipe, all che reft 
fhould be butchered, zzshout bing heard before the 
Prefident.—Thele Jaft words gave us a ray of hope; 
as we dU not know till then, that we were to have 
any bearizug before our execution, 


Two o'clock, Monday Mo:ning.—We heard the 
thundering of reiterated blows at one of the prifon 
doors. we thought at fiift that the mob were 
burfting open the entrance into ow ward, in oder 
to maflacre us 1n our rooms: but we recovered a 
little from this fright, upon hearing fomebody on 
the ftai-cafe fay, that it wasthe door of a dungeon, 
where fome prifoners had barricaded themf{elves.— 
Soon after we were told, that every one of therm wag 
put to death. 


Ten wclock.—The Abbé L’ Enfant, one of the 
king’s confeffors, and the Abbé de Chapt de Rafig- 
nac appeared in the gallery of the chapel where we 
were confined, which they got into by a door facing 
the ftair*cafe—Vhey informed us, that our lait 
moments were di@wing near, and begged of us to 

B 3 gercpare 
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prepare in a devout and colleéted manner to re- 
ceive their benediciion.—An impulfe, fomewhat 
like an electrical fhock, made us fall upon our 
knees ; and with joined hands, in the attitude of 
prayer, we received their bleffing. This moment, 
though full of comfort, was one of the moft '.....! 
we had experienced.—No words can define or 
paint the affecting fpedctacle we afforded, on the 
eve of appearing before the Supreme Being, and 
proftrated in the prefence of two of his muinifters. 
The age of thefe venerable old men, their fitua- 
tion above us, death hovering over our heads, and 
furrounding us on all fides,—every thing, in fhort, 
concurred to give an awfulnefs and folemnity to 
the {cene: it raifed our fouls nearer to the Divi- 
nity: it infpired us with courage: all reafoning 
was fufpended; and the ceremony made as ftrong 
an impteffion on the coldeft and moft incredulous, 
as on perfons of the warmeft zeal, faith, and fenfi- 
bility.—Hfalf an hour after, thofe two priefts were 
butchered ; and we beard their cries ! 


Is there a man in the world, who can read the 
following details without tears ? Muft he not fhud- 
der 2? Muft not his blood freeze, and his hair ftand 
eréét, with all the chilling horrors of death ? 


The moft important matter that now employed 
our thoughts was to confider What pofture we 
fhould 
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fhould put ourfelves in, when dragged to the 
place of flaughter, in order to receive death with 
leaft pain.—We fent from time to time fome of our 
companions to the turret-window, to inform us of 
the attitude of the unfortunate vidims; that from 
their report we might determine how to place our- 
felves.—-They brought us back word, that thofe 
who ftretched out their hands, fuffered longeft, 
becaufe the blows of the cutlaffes were thereby 
weakened, before they reached the head ; that even 
fome of the victims loft their hands and arms, be- 
fore their bodies fell; and that fuch of them as put 
their hands behind their backs, muft have fuffered 
much lefs pain....Well! fuch were the fubyetts of our 
deliberations !.....We calculated the advantages of 
this laft pofture, and advifed one another ta take 
it, when it fhould come to our turn to be butch- 
ered....!!!° 


Towards noon.—Oppreffed, and exhaufted by a 
more than fupernatural agitation ;—abforbed in 
reflections of inexpreffible horror, I threw myfelf 
upon a bed, and flept foundly.—Every thing in- 
duces me to believe, that | owe my exiftence to that 
moment of fleep.—-Merhonght | appeared before the 
formidable tribunal that was to fit in yudgment on me. 
While I was pleading in my own defeuce, they feemed 
to hfen with atttion, notwithftanding thedreadful 
ringing of the alarm-bel!, and the cries which I fancied 

By I beard, 
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I beard. When my defence was ended, they fet me at 
Liberty.—This dream made fo chearing an impref- 
fion on my mind, as to difpel all my fears and un- 
eafinefs; and I awoke with a prefage of what was 
afterwards realized.—I related the particulars to 
my copartners in misfortune, who were aftonifhed 
at the air of confidence I preferved fiom that mo- 
ment till the time of my being taken before ‘my 
tersible judges. 


Two oclock.—We heard it proclaimed, that the 
people feemed inclined to liften without prejudice. 
A moment after, fome perfons, either from curi- 
ofity, or a with, perhaps, to point out to us the 
means of efcape, placed a ladder againft our 
chamber window: but they were hindered from 
getting up by cries of down: down: it 15 tovairy 
arms to the prifoners. 


All the torments of the moft parching thirft 
were added to the other pangs which we felt at 
every inftant.—At length our turnkey Bertrand 
appeared alone ; and we prevailed upon him to get 
us a pitcher of water. We drank it with she 
ate avidity, as we had been fix and twenty- 

rs without a fingle drop*. We fpoke of this 

© This want, however, was owing to circumftances, and not to 
amy fault @f the turnkey, or of the keepéF of the prifon, citizen 


Lowaguerie, who, during my confinemegt there, performed alk 
the duties which humanitv orefcsibes to an honeft man, 
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neglect toa federate, who came with fome other 
perfons to vifit and infpect the ftate of our prifon. 
Our complaint enraged him fo much, that in afking 
us the turnkey’s name, he affured us he would go 
and exterminate him. He would have done tt, as be 
fatd fo; and it was not without much intreaty that 
we diverted him from his purpofe, 


The little relief from our {mall fupply of water 
was foon difturbed by groans which we heard over 
our heads. We perceived they came from the gal- 
lery: we gave notice of them to all thofe who paf- 
fed by on the ftairs.. At length fome perfons got 
into the gallery, and told us, that it was a young 
officer who had given himfelf feveral ftabs, but 
none of which was mortal, as the blade of the knife 
he made ufe of was round at the top, fo that it 
could not penetrate deep enough.—This ferved 
only to haften his execution. 


Eight o'clock.—The tumult of the populace aba- 
ted, and we heard feveral voices cry out.—** Par- 
don, pardon for all thofe that are left.”—This 
fhout was applauded, but faintly. A ray of hope, 
however, fhot into our hearts; and fome were fo 
affured of being immediately releafed, that they 
had their bundles under their arms in readinefs to 
go; but new*cries of death fooh plunged us again 
into our old affictions® 

I had 
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I had formed a particular conneétion with M. 
Mauffabré, who was impiifoned for having been aid- 
de-camp to M. de Briffac—He had upon other oc- 
cafions given proofs of his courage ; but the dread 
of being affaffinated fhivered up his heart. I had 
juft been diffipating a little of his fears, when he 
fuddenly flung himfelf into my arms, faying :— 
«¢ My friend, it is all over with me, for I have this 
“* moment heard my name mentioned in the ftreet.” 
In vain did I tell him, that it was fomebody, per- 
haps, who meant to fave him ; and that, at all events 
fear was no prefervative, but might, on the can- 
trary, ruin him. Jt was all to.no purpofe; he had 
fa completely loft his fenfes, that finding no place 
to hide himfelf in the chapel, he crept up the chim- 
ney of the veftry-room, tll he was ftopt by fome 
jron bars, which he had the madnefs to attempt to 
break with his head. We begged of him tu come 
down: after a great deal of difficulty, he returned 
to us; but his reafon never returned. This is 
what caufed his death, which I fhall deferibe pres 
fently. 


M. Emard, who, the evening before, had given 
me directions for making out a will all wmtten in 
the teftator’s hand, acquainted me with the mo- 
tives for his being arrefted. I thought them fo un- 
jut, that, to convince him Show certain I was he 
could not be condeinned, I Shade him a prefont of 

a filver 
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afilver medal, which I begged he would keep to 
fhew it me ten years after... Ifhe reads this pa- 
ragraph, it will remind him of his promife: it is 
not my fault that we have not feen one another 
fince: I do not know where to find him; and he 
knows where I am. 


Eleven o:lock.—Ten perfons armed with {words 
and piftols ordered us to draw up in a line one af- 
ter another; and then led us to the fecond ward of 
the prifon, adjoining to that in which the judges 
fat, who were to try us.—I cautioufly got near one 
of the fentinels, and, found means by degrees to 
enter into converfation with him.—He told me in 
a fort of gzbberifo, by which I perceived he was 4 
native of Provence, or Languedoc, that he had feived 
eight years in the regiment of Lyonnoz’s.—I {poke 
to him in Ais own country jargon, which feemed to 
give him pleafure; and as it was fo much my in- 
teref{t to pleafe him, I {poke to him jn fuch a fluent 
and perfuafive {train of Ga/fcou eloquence, that he 
made this declaration, of the full value of which 
nobody, without being exaCtly circumftanced as I 
was, can form any idea :—** I do not know thee; 
*¢ vet I do not think that thou art a traitor; on the 
contrary, I believe thee to be an honeft fellow. *” 


* The French writer gives this fentence, and the following 
part of the converfation, in the Gaj/con draled?, the laughable pe- 
culiarities 
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All my invention was kept upon the ftretch to fupe 
ply me with whatever I thought might confirm 
him in that favourable opinion. I fucceeded ; and 
even gained fo far upon him, that he permitted me 
to go into the terrible room where they were try- 
ing a prifonet..... I faw two tried; one of them, 
a purveyor to the King, was condemned on a 
charge of being concerned in the plot of the tenth 
of Auguft; and was executed; the other who wept 
and cou!d only let drap fome broken and disjoint- 
ed expreffions, was already ftript, and going to be 
dragged to execution, when he was difcovered by 
a Paris mechanic, who made oath that they had 
miftaken him for another perfon.—He was then 
referred for fa: ther examination to fomebody better 
informed.—-I have fince heard that he was proy 
claimed innocent. 


What I faw in thofe two tials was like a beam 
of light, which fhewed me the turn I fhould give 
ro the pleading in my own defence.—I went back 
to the fecond ward, whence the good-natured fen- 
tinel had permitted me to ftep in, to hear the pro- 
ceedings of the court ; and where I now found fome 
prifoners juft brought in—I begged my Gaon 
friend to get me 4 glafs of wine.—He was going 


culiarities of which, can be no ogherwite preferved than by at- 


tempting to transfufe the {pirit into a tranflation. f 
or 
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for fome, when he was ordered to take me back to 
the chapel, where I returned without being able to 
difcover on what account we had been fent for. I 
there found ten new prifoners, who fupplied the 
places of five of the old ones, who had been before 
condemned.—I had no time to lofe in drawing up 
a new memorial: I was hard at it, when I faw my 
Gafcon come in, after telling the turnkey ;—** you 
«© need only lock the door, and wait for me on the 
“ outfide—Then coming to me, and taking me 
by the hand, he faid: 


‘¢ T come on your account, here is the wine you 
‘¢ wanted: drink.” 


I had drunk about half of it, when laying hold 
of the bottle, he cried out: 


« Zounds, my friend, what a fwallow you hava 
** got! pray, let me have a drop: here’s to you.” 
He drank it off. Then faid he, ‘*I cannot ftop 
“* long with you ; but mind my words—If you area 
“ traitor, or one of M. Vero’s gang of confpirators, 
*€ you are done for: but if you are not a traitor, 
‘© don’t be afraid : I warrant you'll get off.” 


** Oh ! my friend,” replied I, ‘« T am fure of not 
“ being charged with any thing of that kind: bur 
** T am fufpected of h@ving a little of the ariftocras 
‘¢in me.” 
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*« That is nothing: the judges know there are 
** honeft fellows of all parties: the prefident is a 
*¢ worthy man, and far from being a fool.” 


«© Do me the kindnefs to beg the judges to hear 
*¢ me: I afk no more.” 


© You thall be heard ; I warrant you—Farewell, 
“any friend—Have a good heart—I muft return 
*¢ to my poft.—I fhall try to get you called as foon 
** as poffible.—Shake hands : I ani fincerely yours.” 


We embraced one another; and he went away. 


One muft have been a prifoner at the Abbey on 
the third of September 1792, to fee) the influence 
which this fhort converfation hade on my hopes, 
and to what a degree it revived them. 


Near midnight. The unnatural noife, which had 
not ceated for fix and thirty hours, began at length 
to abate. We concluded that our judges and their 
executive power, * exhaufted with fatigue, would not 
bring us to trial, till they had fome reft: we were 
employed in preparing our beds, when we heard 
a new proclamation, which was followed by a ge- 
neral hifs—Soon after, forrs man begged the po- 


* This was the name given to the murderers. 
pulace 
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pulace would permit him to fpeak ; and we heard 
him fay very diftinétly,——** The priefts and con- 
“¢ {pirators who are left, and who are in that place, 
‘* have certainly been tampering with the judges, 
“and bribing them: this is the reafon why they 
*‘ are not brought to trial.”—He had hardly ut- 
tered thefe words, when we thought we heard him 
knocked down.—The uproar and agitation of the 
mob became now extremely violent and alarming. 
The noife increafed every moment, and the popu- 
lar feiment was at its height, when M. Defon, one 
of the old life-guards, was fent for. We foon heard 
his expiring cries. * Ina little time after, two more 
of our companions were torn away from us ; which 


made me think that my own fatal hour was not 
far off. 


At length about one o’clock on Tuefday morn- 
ing, after having endured for thirty feven hours an 
agony far worfe than death itfelf;— after having 
drunk offathoufand and a thoufand times the cup 
of bitternefs ;—my prifon-door opens : I am called: 
I make my appearance : three men lay hold of me, 
and drag me along to the frightful hall where the 
judges fat. 


* An order was alfo fent for a fuperior officer of the King's 
new houfhold, ly one of the commiffioners of the commonalty, 
who was in a room yuft ovg ours. We begged for the fame fa- 
your ; but to no purpofe. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. IV. 
Laft crifis of my Agony. 


Y the light of two torches, I perceived the 
terrible tribunal that was to give me life or 
death The prefident, in a grey coat, and a {word 
by his fide, was ftanding with his arms againft a 
table, on which were fcattered feveral papers, an 
ink-ftand, pipes, and fome bottles. This table was 
furrounded by ten perfons, fome fitting, fome 
ftanding, two of them in waiftcoats and aprons ; 
and others were fleeping on benches. Two men 
in their fhirts all {tained with blood, and {words in 
their hands, guarded the door : an old turnkey kept 
his hand upon the bolts.—Juft before the prefident, 
three men held faft a prifoner, who appeared to be 
about fixty years of age. 


I was placed ia one corner of the room: my 
guards laid their fwords acrofs my breaft ; and told 
me, that if 1 made the leaft attempt to efcape, they 
would run me through the body.—I was looking 
round for my Ga/con friend, when I faw two nati- 
onal guards prefenting to the prefident a reclama- 
tion from the fection of croix rouge, (red croft ward) 
in favour of the prifoner befote him. He told them, 

ee that 


( xxxit ) 


«* that fuch modes of claim, or interceffion could 
“be of no ufe to traitors.’—-Then the prifoner 
cried out :—** This is dreadful: your fentence is 
“ downright affaffination.”—The Prefident replied, 
‘* J have wafhed my hands of the bufinefs: take 
“away *M. Maillé.”.... Thefe words were no fooner 
uttered, than he was dragged into the ftreet, where 
I faw him maffacred, through a flit in the prifon- 
door. 


I have often been in dangerous fituations, and 
had always the good fortune to keep my mind in 
a flate of perfect compofure: but in this laft trial, 
I muft have funk under the terrors unavoidably 
excited by every objet round me, had not my 
fpirits been kept up by my converfation with the 
Gafcon, and particularly by my dream, which was 
conftantly prefent to my fancy. 


The Prefident fat down to write; and after re- 
giftering (1 all appearance) the name of the poor 
wretch juft led to execution, I heard him fay; /et 
another be brought. 


I was immediately dragged before this expedi~ 
tious and bloody tribunal, where the beft protec: 


*I thought Tobferved, thélPrefident to pronounce this fen- 
tence mach againit his will: feveral of the executioners were got 
inte the hall, and caufed Wolent difturbance there. 

Cc tion 
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tion was 40 bave none, and where all the refources 
of ingenuity were of little ufe, except they were 
founded on truth.—Two of my guards held me by 
each of my hands, and the third by the collar of 
my coat. 


(The Prefident, addrefiing himfelf to me.) 
«© Your name, your profeffion.” 


(One of the judges.) 
«© The leaft falfhood will undo you.” 


“© My name is Fourguiac St. Meard: | fcrved as 
“an officer five and twenty years; and I appear 
“before your tribunal with the confidence of a 
*© man, who has nothing to reproach’ himfelf for, 
‘© and who confequently will tell no falfhood.” 


(The Prefident.) 


«© We thall fee that: ftop a little*....Do you know 
** on what grounds you were taken up ?” 


® He looked at the order for my commitment in the jailor’s 


book, and the copies of the jafagmatjons, which he afterwards 
handed to the other judges. 
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“6 Yes, Mr. Prefident ;* and I can very well be- 
“* lieve that the falfhood of the charges brought 
«© againftme was fonotorious, that the Committee of 
‘* Infpection would never have fent me to prifon, 
“*had not their concern for the /afery of the pubic 
** obliged them to take fuch precautions. 


“* T am accufed of being the Editor of an anti- 
‘© feuillant newfpaper, entitled the Court and City 
s¢ Fournal. This is abfolurely falfe: the Editor 
“ of that paper is one Gautrer, a man whofe de 
“{cription is fo unlike mine, that nothing but 
** downright malice could have made me be taken 
‘¢ for him ;—and if 1 was permitted to put my 
“* hand in my pocket.——” 


J made an ufelefs attempt to get at my pocket- 
book: one of the judges perceived it, and 
faid to thofe that held me: ** Let the gentle- 
** man’s hands loofe.”—I then laid upon the 
table the affidavits of feveral clerks, factors, 
merchants and houfe-keepers, with whom 
he had lodged, that proved him to be the 


* To my great difatisfaction, the attention of the Prefident, 
and of the yudges was often called off : people kept whifpering in 
their ears, or bringing tHem letters, and among the latter, pne ia 
particular which was given w the Prefident, and which hag been 
found in the pocket of M. .... Camp-Marfhal. I¢ was addreffed 
to M, Servan, the War Minifter. 

Ca Editor, 
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Editor, and fole proprietor of that Jour- 
nal. 


(One of the judges.) 


“< But, after all, there can be no fire without 
“ {moke: tell us therefore why this was laid to 
** your charge ?”" 


«*] was going to do fo. You know, gentle- 
“© men, that newfpaper was a fort of public cheft, 
“in which were depofited the puns, jokes, epi- 
‘* prams, jefts, good and bad, that were made at 
*¢ Paris, and in the eighty three departments.—I 
“¢ might fay, that 1 never made any for that paper, 
© asno manufcript of mine has been fuund there: 
‘© but my candour, which I have always found of 
“ advantage, will ferve me ftil] upon the prefent 
*t occafion ; and I will frankly confefs, that my na- 
“tural gaiety of temper often infpired me with 
© droll ideas, which I ufed to fend ta M. Gautier. 
s* This, gentlemen, is the plain matter of fad, and 
“ che whole upfhot of the bufinefs, for which fa 
“ mighty a charge is brought againft me,—a charge 
“* as absurd as what I am now going to {peak of is 
© monfirous. 1 am accufed of having been upon 
* the fiontiers, of having raifed recruits there, and 
# of having taken them to the emigrdnts.....” 


Here 
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Here a geheral murmur took place, which did 
not, however, difconcert me ; and raifing my 
voice, I faid: 


“* Gentlemen! I have a right to be heard: I 
*« beg the Prefident will be kind enough to fup- 
* port me in it; and certainly the liberty of {peak- 
“* ing was never of greater importance to me than 
** at prefent.” 


{Almoft all the judges faid, {miling ;] 
* Very right: very right.—Silence !” 


‘* The informer again{t me is a monfter : I fhall 
*‘foon prove this truth before judges whom the 
** people would never have chofens but from a perfua- 
** fon of their being capable of diftingusfling the inno- 
“* cent from the guilty... There, gentlemen, are cer- 
‘* tificates to prove that I have not been out of 
' Paris for thefe three and twenty months.—There 
*¢ are the folemn declarations of the different houfe- 
“« keepers where I lodged during that time, to at- 
“< teft the fact.” 


The judges were bufy in examining thofe papers, — 
wher we were jnterrupted by the arrival of 
a‘prifoner who took my place before the Prefis 
dent —-Thofe who held him, faid it was 

C 3 another 
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another prieft, whom they had juft diflodged 
from bis mche in the chapel.—After a few 
very fhort queftions, he was fent off a Ja force, 
that is to fay, to flanghter.—He threw his 
breviary on the table, and was dragged out 
of the prifon, and butchered.—After this 
matter was difpatched, I appeared again be- 
fore the tribunal. 


(One of the judges.) 


* ¥ do not fay that thefe certificates are forged ; 
“‘ but who is to prove their authenticity ?” 


* Your obfervation, Sir, is juft ; and in order to 
** enable you to decide with full knowledge of the 
“* whole cafe, fend me back to a dungeon, till com- 
«« miffioners, whom | beg the Prefident will be kind 
** enough to appoint, can afcertain the truth of my 
* papers.—If they are falfe, I deferve death.” 


(One of the judges*, who duing my examination 
Jeemed to be concerned for me, faid in a half whifper,) 


The features of his countenance are deeply engraven in my 
heart; and if ever 1 fhould have the happinefs to meet him, I 
will embrace him, and teftify my gratitude to him with the ut- 
mo fincerity and pleafure 


oA 
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s¢ A guilty culprit would not {peak with fuch 
% confidence.” 
(Another judge.) 
«* What Section do you belong to?” 


<¢ That of the corn-market.” 


(A national guard, who was not one of the judges) 


« Ah! hah! I alfo belong to that Section. At 
** whofe houfe do you lodge ?” 


At M. Teyfier’s Croix des Petits-Champs- 
66 free.” 


(The national guard.) 


“‘T know him: we have even had fome deal- 
“ings together: I can can tell whether the certi- 
‘© ficate is his hand-writing, or not.....” He looked 
at it, and said, ‘* Gentlemen, you may depend 


“upon it, that this is the fignature of citizen 
Tey fier.” 


With what tranfport could I have flung my 
arms round the neck of that guardian angel ! 
but I had matters 8f fuch ferious moment to dif- 

C4 cufs, 


¢ a> 


cufs, that -I was obliged to check every other im- 
pulfe. He had fcarce done fpeaking, when I ex- 
claimed in a tone which attraéted univerfal atten- 
tion: “ Ah! gentlemen, after the teftimony of 
“¢ that brave man, which demonftrates the falfhood 
“© of a charge aiming at my life, what idea can you 
« have of my accufer ?” 


(The judge who feemed interefed for me.) 


<¢ He is a villain; and were he here, he fhould 
** feel the rod of juftice —Do you know him ?” 


“© No, Sir; but he muft be at the Committee 
‘* of Infpection ; and I confefs, that, if I knew him, 
“* T fhould think I was doing good to fociety in 
** pofting bim, that people may fly from fuch a 
*¢ wretch, as from a mad dog.” 


(One of the judges.) 


‘© We fee plainly that you are not the doer of a 
“« newfpaper; and that you have not en/ifed any 
‘© recruits. But you fay nothing of the arifocratie 
* language you have often made ufe of in book- 
** fellers fhops at the Palais Royal.” 


‘© Why not? [ was not afraid to confefs what I 
* wrote; and I fhall be ftill lefs afraid to confefs 


“© what 
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* what I faid and thought.— always recommend: 
“© ed obedience to the laws; and I practifed what 
“I preached.—I own, at the fame time, that I 
© availed myfelf of the liberty allowed me by the 
“© confitrution, to fay, that I did not think it per- 
“< feét, becaufe it appeared to me to place us ail 
** in a wrong fituation. If faying that can make a 
‘“< man guilty of a crime, then the conftitution it- 
* felf would have Jaid a fnare for me; and the very 
“ per mifion it gave me fo point out rts defefls, would 
“be buta trap for my run—lI alfo faid, that almoft 
“ all the nob/emen of the conflituent affembly, zwho 
‘* fhewed themfelves such zealous patriots, ftudied 
** more to ferve their own intereft and their am- 
** bition, than the good of their country; and when 
«© all Paris was infatuated with patriotifm, I fad :-— 
“* They deceive you.—I appeal to you, gentlemen, 
‘* whether the event has not juftified my opinion of 
“ them ?—I have often cenfured the mean and 
** aukward manoeuvres of certain perfonages, who 
‘* were always roaring for the conftitution, nothing. 
“but the confitution, the whole conftitution. 1 
*¢ forefaw a long while fince, that fome great cataf- 
 trophe would be the unavoidable iffue of that 
“ conftitution, revifed by egotifts, (who had as 
“ felfifh an aim in all their labours as the perfons 
“<I before made mention of,) and fupported by 
“¢ men of intriguing, unprincipled characters...... . 
* Thofe ftate-quack's were diftinguifhed only by 
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“their bypocrify, ambition, and cowardice.—The 
** leading features of their opponents were fanaii- 
“© cism, itrepidtty, and fiankness.. ... There was no 
** occafion for any very long telefcope to fee which 
** party would finally prevail.” 


The attention that was paid to every thing I 
faid, and which I did not expect, gave me 
courage; and I was going to give a fum- 
mary of my reafons for preferring a republican 
government to that of the con/ttution ;—I 
was going to repeat what I ufed to fay every 
day in M. Desenne’s fhop, when the jail- 
keeper came in with a {cared look, to give 
an alarm that one of the prifoners was ftriv- 
ing to make his efcape up the chimney. 
The Prefident ordered piftols to be fired 
after him; but that, if he got off, the turn- 
key fhould anfwer for it at the peril of his 
life.—This was the unfortunate Mauffabré. 
They fired feveral guns up the chimney at 
him ; but the turnkey finding this did not 
fucceed, fet fire to fome ftraw, the fmoke of 
which made the poor wretch tumble down 
half fuffocated :—he was completely killed 
before the prifon door. 


I refumed my fpeech, faying :—‘ Nobody, 
“ gentlemen, withes for the réform of abufes more 
“* earneftly 
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*‘ earneftly than I did.......There are pamphlets 
“‘ which I-wrote before and after the ftates general 
“< were called together : they prove my affertion.—— 
«* T always thought the fteps taken went too far for 
“a confitiution,and not far enough fora republic.— 
‘© 1am neither a Facobin, nor a Feuillant. 1 did 
** not like the principles of the former, though 
“more candid and confiftent than thofe of the 
*« Jatter, whom I thali deteft till it is proved to me, 
“that they are not the caufe of all the evils we 
“have experienced. We have at length got rid 
“ of them....... . 


(One of the judges, w1th an arr of impatience,) 


*€ You keep telling us, that you are neither 
“ this, not that. What are you then ?” 


*¢ | wasa frank royalift.” 


Here a general murmur arofe, which was mi- 
raculoufly quieted by the judge who feemed 
to intereft himfelf in my favour; and who 
faid, word for word: 


* It is not to decide upon opinions that we fie 
“« here; but upon their effects*.” 


* Could the genius of Rouffeau and Voltaire united, have 
made a better remark, had they been pleading my cafe? 
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He had fcarce uttered thofe precious words, 
when I cried out;—** Yes, gentlemen, I wasa 
** frank royalift, but I was never paid for being fo. 
* I was a royalift, becaufe I thought a monaichical 
** povernment was beft fuited to my country ;— 
*< becaufe I fincerely loved the King, for his own 
* fake.—That fentiment remained in my heart till 
“* the tenth of Auguift.” 


The murmer, which now arofe, had a much 
more friendly found than the formers and, 
in order to preferve throughout the good 
opinion they entertained of me, I added : 


I never heard the leaft mention of any plots, but 
*¢ through the ftorms of public indignation. When- 
“ ever an opportunity of affifting any man prefented 
*¢ icfelf, I embraced it without inquiring into his po- 


oe . . t 
*« Jitical principles..... There are new{papers, gentle- 
“men, and fome of them patriotic ones, * which 
** prove 


* I fhewed them feveral newfpapers, in which favourable men- 
tion was made of me. 


M. Gorfas, who had greater reafon to complain of the Court 
and City Fournal than any body elfe, would not have inferted in. 
his own paper, (the Courser of the 83 Departments) on the morning 
after my acquittal, what his fixth numbeg contains in my favour, 
hid he thought me to be the editor of that ournal. 


The 
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*¢ prove what I have the honour of flating to you. 
*¢ | have been always beloved by the peafants on the 
‘© eftare where I was Jord of the manor. Even at the 
* time when the houfes of the neighbouring nobility 
** and gentry were burnt to the ground, I was Ieft 
** unmolefted in mine at St-Méard: the country 
“¢ people came in crowds to fhew how glad they 
** were to fee me; and planted a May-~-pole in my 
s* fore-court. I know thefe details muft appear to 
* you very trifling: but fuppofe yourfelves, gen- 
*‘tlemen in my place; and then judge, whether 
“¢ this is not the time to make the moft of every 
® truth in my favour—lI can affure you, that not 
*¢ one foldier in the regiment of royal infantry, * 

Fen 


* The Chevalier de Saint-Méard had fupplied the Court and Cuy 
Faw nal with feveral articles; but thofe articles did not wear the 
ftamp of hideous malignity ~The Chevalier de Saint-Méard 
frankly confeffes that he had heen a royalift, becaufe he thought 
Lewis XVI fincere: he does not difavow the articles of his poli- 
tical ceed; and his manly candour prompted the people to Iut 
him up in their arms, and to carry him in triumph to his lod- 
gings: he had even a certificate of his acquital given him—The 
Chavalier de Saint Méa:d was not in fact the author of any of the 
Shocking paragraphs which often appeared in that Journal; and 
he proved, upon feveral occafions, that he was a man of good 
heart and upright conduét, 


+ Somebody whom T took for ong of the judges, trod upon my 
toes, as if to warn me that I was going too far. I wasdfure pf the 


spntrary. 
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** in which I ferved twenty five years, had ever the 
§¢ Jeaft caufe to complain of me: I may even boaft 
** of being one of the officers, whom the men had 
*‘the greateft regard for. The laft proof of this 
** was very unequivocal : two days before the mu- 
“* tiny at Nancy, when their miftruft of the officers 
¢* was carried to the higheft pitch, they appointed 
** me their general, and obliged me to take the 
“ command of the army then marching to Luné- 
*¢ ville to fet at liberty thirty gentlemen of the re- 
* iment of Mefre-de Camp, whom the Carabineers 
** had made prifoners, and to refcue general Mal- 
** feigne....” 


(One of the judges.) 


*¢ T fhall foon fee whether you have ferved in the 
“< King’s regiment. Did you know M. Morcau 


“© in ite”? 


“ Yes, fir: I knew two of that name; one very 
“ tall, very lulty, and a very rational man; the 
* other very fhort, very thin, and very... .[ made a 
*« motion with my hand, to intimate his being a 
** little light-headed. 


(The fare judge.) 


It is jutt fo: I fee you krfew him.” 
(Wa 
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(We had got fo far, when one of the doors fa- 
cing the ftair-cafe opened; and I faw a guard of 
three men bringing in M. Marguerie, formerly a 
major, Once my comrade in the army, and lately 
my ¢hum in the prifon—He was put into the 
corner, where I had been placed when firft brought 
in, to wait there till my trial fhould be over.) 


I refumed my fpeech. 


** After the malancholy affair at Nancy, I came 
to Paris, where I ftaid ever fince. I was arrefted 

‘© in my aparrment, twelve days ago. I fo little 
** expected to be taken up, that I always appeared 
**in public, as ufual—They never fealed up any 
“© of my papers, or effects, as they found nothing 
* fufpicious in my rooms.—My name was never 
<< inferted inf the civil lift.—I never figned any pe- 
** titton.—I never kept up any improper corref- 
** pondence.—I never went out of France from the 
“* very beginning of the revolution.—During my 
“¢ refidence in the metropolis, I have lived very 
** peaceably: I gave myfelf up to the natural gaiety 
** of my temper, which, in perfect harmony with 
‘¢ my principles, never fuffered me to meddle /eri- 
“© oufly in public affairs, and ftill lefs to injure any 
* perfon breathing.,..This is all I have to fay, gen- 
“ tlemen, of my condué and principles, The 
“* open confeffion Ihave made mutt fatisfy you, 
#¢ chat 
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“that I am nota dangerous man. This makes 
**me hope you will grant me my liberty, which 
** I beg of you, and to which I am equally attach- 
** ed from neceffity and from inclination.” 


(The Prefident taking off his hat, faic) 


I fee nothing fufpicious in this gentleman: I 
“ think he deferves to be fet at liberty.—Is that 
** your opinion /” 


(All the judges.) 
* Yes, yes: it is juft.” 


Scarcely were thofe divine words pronounced, 
when I was embraced by all the people round me. 
I heard loud applaufes over my head, 4nd fhouts of 
bravo! bravo! | \itted up my eyes, and {aw feveral 
faces preffed in clofe to the bars of the air-hole in 
the room where I was tried; and as they were all 
alive, I could eafily conceive whence the buzzing 
and troublefome noife came, which | had heard in 
the courfe of my examination. 


The prefident deputed three perfons to go and 
announce to the people the fentence juft paffed 
ypon me. While this was proclaiming, I begged 
of the judges to grant me a fhort certificate of their 

decifion 
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decifion in my favour: this they promifed me. 
The prefident afked me why I did not wear the 
ciofs of St. Lewis. Ireplied, ‘ that my fellow pri- 
* foners had perfuaded me to take it off.” He faid, 
** that the National Affembly not having yet for- 
«© bid the wearing of it, one iricurred fufpicion by 
«« doing otherwife.”—The three perfons, who had 
been deputed to the populace, returned ; and making 
me put on my bat, they conducted me out of the pri- 
fon. As foon as I got into the ftreet, one of them 
cried out :—** Off with your hats :....citizens, be- 
*€ hold a man, in favour of whom your judges 
“claim your aid and affiftance.’—Thefe words 
being uttered, the executive power took and placed 
me in the middle of four torches, where I was em- 
braced by every body round me. All the fpecta- 
tors fhouted wve Ja nation! Thefe honours, of 
which I had the moft lively fenfe, put me under 
the fafeguard of the people, who, with loud ap- 
plaufe, made way for me, as I paffed on, attended 
by the three deputies, whom the Prefident had or- 
dered to efcort me home.—One of them faid, ‘* he 
‘© was a mafon, and eftablifhed in the fauxbourg 
*¢ Saint-Germain ;”” another, ‘* that he was a native 
“ of Bourges, and apprentice to a barber ;'’——and 
the third, who was dreffed in the uniform of a nae 
tional guard, told me “ he was a federate.””—As 
we walked on, the mafon afked me, ‘¢ if I was 
‘* afraid.” ‘* No more than you are, replied I. 

D * Xow 
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** You mutt have perceived that [ was not intimida- 
“* ted before the tribunal; and certainly I fhall not 
** tremble in the ftreet.”—‘¢ {t would be very 
‘© wrong if you did,” faid he, “ for the people now 
“© look upon your peifon as facred; and if any 
** body was to touch you, he would be immediately 
** put to death. I faw plainly you were not one of 
*€ the caterpillars of the civil lift; but I trembled 
* for you when you faid you were an officer of the 
‘© King’s.—Do you remember that I trod upon 
*« your toes °”—** Yes ; but I thought it was one of 
“© the judges”... “ No, faith: I was the man: I 
“« thought you were getting into the mefs; and I 
‘ fhould have been foriy to fee you die: but you 
‘* brought yourfelf off well: lam glad of it; for 
** T love people who never flinch.” 


When we got into Sr. Bennet-ftreet, we’tovk a 
hackney-coach, which conveyed us to my lodg- 
ings. The firft thing my landlord, my friend, 
did, the moment he faw me, was to offer his 
pocket-book full of notes to my conduétors, who 
refufed it, faying, “ This is not a trade we work 
‘* at for money: there is your friend: he promifed 
‘© us a glafs of brandy: we'll drink it, and return 
** to our polt.”—They afked fora written acknow- 
tedgment of their having brought me home fafe. 
I gave it to them, and begged they would fend me 
the.certificate which the judges had promifed me, 

and 
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and fome things of mine which I had left in the 
Abbey-prifon *.—I faw them to the door, and 
there cordially took my leave of them, Next day, 
one of the commiffioners brought me the certifi- 
cate, of which the following is a copy: 


“ We, the commiffioners appointed by the 
“ people to try the traitors confined in the Abbey- 
“ prifon, caufed citizen Jourgniac Saint-Méard, 
“an old officer, decorated with S+. Lewis’s crofs, 
“to be brought before us. On his proving that 
“ the charges alledged againft him were falfe, and 
*¢ that he had never entered into any plot againtt 
‘‘ the patriots, we had him proclaimed innocent 
“in the prefence of the people, who applauded 
“our having fet him at liberty. Ip proof of 
“which, we have given him, at his requelt, the 
“¢ prefent certificate : we invite all citizens to grant 
“ him aid and affiftance. 

Signed, 
* Por... BER...” 
© At the Abbey, in the fourth year of liberty, 
and the firft of equaltty.” 


* In confequence of an application I made fince for the reco- 
very of thofe effects, Meffrs Journeuis and Leccerc, admini- 
ftrators in the department of infpection, had the kindnefs to pro+ 
mife me, in writing, an érder neceffary to get back the faid pro- 
perty: I have not yet received either the order, or my things ; 
but I dare fay I fhall not lofe any thing by the delay. 

[This note was written feveras days after the above Narrative } 
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After fome hours fleep, I did not delay fulfil- 
ling the duties of friendfhip and gratitude.—I had 
a letter printed, giving an account of my happy 
delivery, which I fent to all thofe who, I knew, 
had becn concerned for my fate.—I took a walk 
the fame day in citizen Egalité’s gardens *. I faw 
feveral people rub their eyes, to make fure that I 
was the perfon : others ftarted back with affright, 
as if they had feen a ghoft..-I was embraced even 
by perfons whom J knew nothing of: in fhort, it 
was quite a rejoicing day to me, But feveral 
things which I have been told fince, or which have 
been written to me, as well as what I have feen 
printed, give me a clear idea of the unfavourable 
effeéi my commitment may have on the minds of 
perfons unacquainted with me; particularly at a 
moment, when people are fo apt to believe, to 
condemn, and to execute with the utmoft precipi- 
tation. I therefore thought it of importance to 
produce a counter-effec?. 1 have ftated the truth. 


* Late Duke of Orleans. 


CHAP. 


[ lit ] 





CHAP. ¥. 
To my Enemies, 


HEN I fac down to draw the picture of 

thofe terrible fcenes now laid before the 

public, I promifed to execute it with TRuTH and 
EXACTNEssS; and I have fcrupuloufly kept my 
word *.—The details I entered into are undoubted 
proofs of my intention not to omit any; becaufe 
there is not one of them but what muft appear in- 
terefting at this frightful period, the events of 
which are written in letters of blood on the pages 


* I will not pofitively affert, that every thing faid to me when 
taken before the committee, and afterwards in the piifon, as 
well as my own anfwers, are reported word for word: but I 
folemnly declare, that the fpirtt and meaning of the whole are 
given with the greateft exactnefs. Some will be doubtlefs fur. 
prized at my {peaking with fo much clofenefs and precifion, dur- 
ing my examination: but their aftonifhment will ceafe, when I 
tell them that I got by heart what I intended to fay, and that I 
had even requefted four of my partners in misfortune, and 
Meffrs. pz Brissacs among the reft, to make me repeat what I 
Meant to urge in my defence. Befides, I had made up my mind 
on the bufinefs - I was not only familiarized, but identified, if 1 
may be allowed the expreffion, with the idea of death : I no lon. 


ger feared it, nar faw it. 
D3 of 
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of our hiftory. They will certainly fupply others 
with a variery of reflections on the caufes that pro- 
duced fuch fatal effects: 1 have written only the 
dictates of grief and terror. 


An entire ftranger to intrigues of every kind; 
an enemy to thofe gloomy plots which degrade the 
dignity of man, and are a difyiace to the character 
of the French nation, renowned for their loyalty ; 
T went pure and unfpotted into that terrible pri- 
fon ; it was my candour that faved my life. 


I know, however, that the juftice done me, at a 
time when mere chance might have had fome fhare 
in difpenfing it, has given no little irritation to my 
enemies, whofe undeferved hatred is not extin- 
guifhed even by my woeful agony. J,know, that 
at the very moment I took the oath, in my fection, 
which is pref ribed to all citizens, they reported in’ 
one of the coffee-houfes ef the Révolution-palace, 
that I bad {worn never to take any fuch oath. 


Ah! gentlemen, I beg you would recollect, that 
no man ever retained life longer than I have done 
in the very bofom of death: remember, gentle- 
men, that, for thirty-eight hours, I faw nothing 
bot uplifted knives and hatchets all round me. 
‘What! can there be any thing more painful in the 
inftant that feparates us from life ? You have done 

me 
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me great wrong: I moft fincerely forgive you: 
but let me conjure you, by that patriotifm you 
profefs, to let me end in peace the remainder of my 
refurrection. 


I will admit, if you defire it, that a deciee of 
the legiflative affembly, by depriving me of half my 
patrimony, which was enjoyed by me, and by my 
predeceffors long before me, might have put me a 
little out of humour. Only fancy yourfelves for 
a moment in my place, and then tell me, if you 
would have been well pleafed with fuch a deduc- 
tion from your income? 


Befides, at the very moment I am writing thefe 
lines, I feel a real comfort in reflecting, that the 
fuppreffion of manorial rights is favourable to thofe 
of my late tenants who are not bleffed with much 
fortune, as well as to others, and who, I am pet- 
fuaded, do not repay me with ingratitude.—Divert 
yourfelves with my narfative: 1 give up to your 
moft farcaftic remarks the compofition and the 
author, confidered merely as an author: but pray, 
do not blacken my character: fuch calumnies are 
aoo fatal in their effects. 


Do not imagine, at the fame time, that I am pe- 
titioning you to forgive me. A faithful obferver 
of, the laws during the whole courfe of my life, I 

D4 fhall 
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London, November sth, 1792. 


ALEXANDER DE TILLY 


To 


M. DE CONDORCET, 
A Member of the National Conventton*. 





Szpé mihi dubiam traxit fententia mentem 
Curarent fuperi terras, aut nullus ineffet 
Redtor. 


Sn ETC CS, 


Luceer, 


SIR, 


T would be impoffible to write to you now, but 
by refleting on what you once were. Whiie 
we caft a defponding look over the mournful 
blank, 


* (4 note of the Edito’s.] After the piGure juftyiven, the 
trong lines of which have been evidently foftened, that it might 
be publithed without any danger at Paris, I thought it would 
not prove unacceptable to my readers to lay before them the fol. 
lowing letter. It contains the firft indignant emotions of a ge- 
nareu; heart, on reading the decpes lately paffed by the aflembly 
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blank, that folitude where France once ftood, we 
fearch amidft ruins, dead bodies, anarchy, and 
chaos, by the light of conflagrations, for fome man 
to quettion him* arhonig thofe obfcure ruffians, the 
agitators of a horde of affaffins, we cannot find one 
whom anger deigns to addrefs: it is checked by 
contempt. But you, who were born (as | believe, 
at leaft you believed fo yourfelf) in a rank once 
honoured by privileges, now miferably fallen; 
you, who were diftinguifhed for your great talents, 
profound knowledge ant extenfive learning ; 
you, one of the lovers of renown, of pofterity, of 
pbrlofophy ; to what inconceivable fatality can it be 
owing that I find you at prefent the rival of Ra. 
vaillac and (artouche, and the fanguinary apoftle 
of a.doctrine which has made affrighted Europe 
fhudder with horror ? 


Well! itis you whom I cite before that fecret 
tribunal, which makes the greateft criminals turn 


againft emigrants of all deftriptions, without any diftinction of 
age, fex, or charaéler. Therifke run by M. de Tilly,” after the 
tenth of Auguft; the attachment to his king, which he never 
concealed ; the pieces of beautiful compofition with which he 
embellithed the daily prints, at a time when it was ftill allowable 
to think, {peak, and write with freedom, are a fufficient apology 
for his quitting France. Yet, where is the man that has fo juft 
a right to regret his country, and the lofs of every thing ufeful 
and glorious ? Who has fo juft a right to complain, that the art 
of hating is there fubjtituted for that of pleafing and loving ?, 


pale ; 
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pale ;—the tribunal of confcience, the criés’ of 


which are heard in the dead of night......It is you; 
whom my feeble voice calls upon to make anfwer. 


Have you never been haunted by FRep#Ric’s 
ghoft, or by the apparitions of p’ALEMBeERT and 
Voitaire? Has the fpectre of the DuxKE DE La 
RocHEFOUCAULD, your benefactor, torn to pieces, 
and weltering in his blood before the eyes of a wife 
and mother, never rifen to your {cared fancy ? Is 
it poffible that your heart is not torn with all the 
pangs of hell at the dreadful review of the fate of 
thofe you once lived with, who have been fince 
{cattered, affaffinated, banifhed, hid, plundered, 
running away from the hatchets of canmibals, or 
finking under their blows ? Can you behold with 
indifference the throne overturned; the royal fa- 
mily in exile; and their head pining away amidft 
women and children in the deadly glooms of a 
prifon? Does your foul never fhrink from the 
daily drudgery to which you are fubyected of court- 
ing the favour and cultivating the friendthip of the 
dregs of the nation,—the outcafts of mankind? 
Do you never hear a whifper from within re- 
peating to you, that your name, once fo much ad- 
mired, is going to become a term of reproach and 
infamy? Are you proof to all thofe ftinging and 
eirible reflections ? 


How 
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How do you ftifle remorfe? How do you blot 
out all memory ? How do you fettle accounts with 
your own hopes, and with futurity? Is it poffible 
you can ever fleep ? 


Can you tell me what the people want? what 
you yourfelf want? Can you give any infight into 
the fcope, or plan of that government you with to 
introduce in a country, which, from local cir- 
cumftanees and the genius of its inhabitants, will 
admit only of its former fyftem, with fome modi- 
fications, which good men had wifhed for and ob- 
tained, but which turbulent incendiaries have de- 
{pifed, reviled, and totally deftroyed> Are you 
able to explain what you wifh to eftablith in the 
toom of that which you overturned ? Let us know 
the rude and favage abfiraétions you mean to in- 
troduce inftead of the fine arts, inftead of elegance, 
politenefs, every thing which gives a charm to hu- 
man life, temperate liberty, and happinefs? Can 
you demonftrate the advantages that a people funk 
in corruption are to derive from their murders, 
their devaftations, and the whole black catalogue 
of crimes, which have held them out to the execra- 
tion of the world ? 


Alas! Sir, you know as well as I do, that licen- 
tioufnefs, fpears, and blood are of no ufe to the 
people: they want only bread, peace, and ¢om- 

fort, 
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fort....Even had the French nation obtained as 
much renown as they have infamy, ftill they would 
have been deceived with refpect to their real inte- 
reft: for nations are like individuals ; happinefs is 
of more confequence to them than glory. 


Can you demonftrate to me how you are to get 
out of that filthy gulf, in which you ftruggle in 
vain to keep yourfelf from finking ?....%ou can find 
no folution fer thefe queftions....Well then, J will 
folve them ! and if this alarming cataftrophe, which 
is on the point of annihilating the fineft empire in 
the univerfe, be not a forerunner of the end of the 
wold ;—if you are not one of the vifible inftru- 
ments of the exterminating angel, who, in his 
chaftifement of nations, has begun with the moft 
corrupt s—if fuch a load of calamities heaped upon 
France, and ready to weigh down the entire globe 
with their accumulated preffure, 1s not a fymptom 
of the deftruGtion of this old univerfe ;—I will 
rend afunder the veil of futurity, to prophefy your 
fate :...it wall perhaps make youtremble: it is fhock- 
ing, like your life. But if, efcaping from particu- 
lar vengeance by being involved in univerfal pu- 
nifhment, you and your fellows fhould be only one 
of the fcourges of divine wrath, when preparing to 
cruth worlds ; I can at leaft reveal the {pirit of your 
machinations. Drawn gradually into an aby(s, of 
which you had not founded the depth, the fuccefs 

of 
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of your crimes made you fink deeper in it. At 
firft, you only wanted money; and the court 
might have bought you as eafily as the Jacobins 
did. Your bilious temper painted every object in, 
dark colours to your livid eyes: your wife, de. 
fpifed at Verfailles, became the Pythonefs of a cave 
of rebels; and you concurred to hurl from his 
throne a virtuous, but weak king; to ftrip him 
of his crown; and to fhare the fpoils. 


The fear of a fcaffold made you deferve it every 
day more and more by your crimes. You per- 
ceived that no corner of the earth could afford you 
a fafe retreat; and you converted your country 
into one great burying ground, at the rik of being 
interred in it yourfelf. Having bid defiance to all 
governments, you difdained to eftablith any ; or 
rather, you forefaw you muft be punifhed in one: 
having trampled all laws under your feet, you 
made none but what were fuited to the circum. 
ftances of the moment, and to flatter the da:ling 
paffions of your heart, avarice and inhumanity, 
You lived, even in the midft of your fuccefsful 
guilt and artifice, trembling every hour, every’ 
moment, like the tyrant at an entertarnment, who 
had a fword fufpended over his head: you ex- 
pected to be punifhed; and you filled up the 
meafure of your iniquities. 


When 
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When an inexplicable fatality ‘(that enigma of 
which Europe fhall have the key) permitted the 
moft formidable armies to retire in affright before 
a handful of rebels, who Jed on an intoxicated 
multitude ;—when, contrary to the expectation of 
the world, contrary to your own hopes, a mon- 
ftrous republic, confifcations, carnage, banifhment 
and death triumphed ; furprifed at fuch exrrior- 
dinary fucceffes, you dared not propofe a code of 
laws to a people who would no longer have any : 
yet fenfible that you can neither retain your influ- 
ence, nor that dear- bought gold to which you fa- 
crificed every thing, but by fome form of govein- 
ment, you keep flutuating between the with to 
eftablifh one, and the dread of announcing it. 


But divine juftice is unperifhable : the tiger you 
unmuzzled will devour you: you will be torn to 
pieces by thofe whofe facrilegious barbarity you 
flattered ; and you will have but one life to offer 
up as an expiatory holocauft for fo many atrocious 
crimes. 


You and almoft all the 4terati of France will 
have proved the meannefs of a profeffion which 
feemed noble; and I warn you of it. All over 
Europe, whenever there fhall be any occafion to 
{peak of a monfter of gigantic guilt, or to defcribe 
all the collected exceffes of haggor, contempt, and 
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indignation—you are the man whofe name will be 
mentioned. 


Begone! begone, you vain phantoms that de- 
ceived me, literature and philofophy, whom I courted 
in my youth to be my comfort in riper years, your 
titles and your badges are difhonoured for ever : 
you have done more mifchief to the world in the 
prefent age than you afforded enjoyment, ufeful 
pleafure, and happinefs to all the generations that 
have difappeared in the cloud of time. 


And you, Sir, compare your deftiny with that 
of chofe great men who remained faithful to their 
principles, with the glorious deftiny of a Burke *, 


* Permit me, illuftrious character! to pay as well as Tam 
able the tribute of homage due to you from my country,-—that 
country, whofe misfortunes you forefaw,—for whofe calamities, 
paft grandeur, and decline, you fhewed fo affecting and unabated 
aconcern to me at Bath, whither I had fled fiom the affaffins 
who are defolating my native land' You have now the melan- 
choly fatisfa€tion of having predicted its being {truck out of the 
map of Europe ; and the caufes of its extin¢étion, as explained 
in your fublime defcriptions, will be remembered for ever. You 
fave ftill another tafk to perform: fome incendiaries, kept in 
pay tu preach in London the gofpel of the banks of the Seine, are 
exerting themfelves in obfcurity to fhake the edifice reared by 
your fore-fathers: let your eloquent voice then be once more 
heard: put on again the armour of Achilles: make the imps of 
fedition bite the duft : gulperfe them, as the eagle difperfes infe- 
rior birds of prey. It will be faid of you, “ tranfrvit, &F ecce 
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who, when that national affembly, all the mem- 
bers of which are now outlawed, was reducing 
to fixed primciples the fubverfion of thrones, made 
a noble ftand upon the ruins of monarchy. No- 
thing could be more flattering to the French no- 
bility than to have fuch a champion; and the 
clergy erected to him in their hearts a monument 
of gratitude, which, though it cannot laft as long 
as his immortal work, is, however, already its res 
ward. 


In thefe days of innovation and political blaf- 
phemy, what glory might you not have acquired 
by fhewing yourfelf at once the champion of the 
people in reality, and of the rights of the throne, 
which, being founded on a juft equipoize of go- 
verament, are the great bulwarks of emperors, and 
the fafeguard of nations. 


In the midft of fo many iniquities exulting in 
momentary fuccefs, fome fhew of greatnefs and of 
generofity ought to have {pread a veil over the bot- 
tom of your hearts ;—(Lladdrefs myfelf to you and 
to your accomplices) ayght ta have palliated your 
perfevering fyftem of unprecedented horrors, of 
fhacking depredation, and of the moft inhuman, 
unnatural perfecutions. Surrounding ftates ought 
at leaft to have been deceived inta a belief that 
they could perceive fome plan in your confpira- 
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cies, fome meaning, or confiftency in ydur des 
fiigns. 


A républic founded upon the model of ancient 
Rome, of which you have neither the talents, the 
energy, nor the virtues ; a king and his deplorable 
family fent away to the frontiers like another Tar- 
quit, none of whofe vices could be laid to his 
chaige; the majefty of the rank, whence he had 
fallen, fuftained by the mayefly of the people; a 
penficn affigned for the fupport of that family who 
had the honour fo reign over you for nine centu- 
ries; property kept inviolable under the facred 
fhield of the law; an abhorrence of blood; a ge- 
neral amnefty in favour of all thofe, who, born on 
the fame fod, are by you called criminals; the 
laws, however ephemeral they may be, yet religi- 
oufly obferved during their fhort day’s ex:ftence ; 
the rights of hofpitality never infringed ; the arts 
once more encouraged ; national clemency emi- 
nently difplayed itfelf in the popular triumph ; all 
this might have dried up many a flood of tears : 
it might have blotted out many a painful recol- 
lection : it might have affluaged many keen pangs ; 
foothed the irritations of felf-love; given to your 
fucceffes the colour of jyftice; half deceived 
France; and, in a word, fhook, or rather dazzled 
the faith of aftonifhed Europe. 


But. 
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But in that cafe, perhaps, you would haye reap- 
ed the fruits of your fatal afcendancy ; and Provi- 
dence, that difavows you, cannot fuffer you to en- 
joy any lafting profperity, which might make its 
juftice queftioned, 


Thus then, after having purfued your way over 
the flaughtered bodies of your fellow icirizens ; 
after having ruined their property ; after having, 
perhaps, perpetrated the only cssme*, which was to 
give the finithing ftroke to your hiftory ; after 
having attempted to overturm all Europe; per- 
haps, by not continuing to enforce one of your 
fanguinary ftatutes, you will permit a few years 
hence the French nobility to return home to beg 
their bred, and to difplay their wretchcdnefs in a 
country befprinkled with their blood : but though 
your humbers have prevailed againtt their loyalty, 
a noble pride will prompt them to conceal their 
mifery from their perfecutars; there are {till ar- 
mies in Europe, in which they may enlift; jt is 
better die in the field far from you, than live in 
the air which you have contaminated. 


But I am much miftaken, or thefe chimerical 
fuppofitions will never be realized : your rage, if 
pot chained down, muft make you devour one 


* The execution of Levis XVI. 
Ez another, 
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another. Singular and ever-memorable inftance 
of the effets of corruption and perverfenefs, of 
Yearning and philofophy ! 


On reading over this fhort letrer, I fhudder at 
what it contains: I am aftonifhed at, and almoft 
Dlame myfelf for, what is Act included in it. Thofe, 
‘who may attempt, at fome future day, to paint 
theft dreadful events, to which they will be forced 
to give the name of hiftory, muft, from their not 
having been eye wicneffes of them, feel {till greater 
perplexity than cotemporary writers ; and pofterity 
will not find ih this long gallery of crimes the por- 
trait of a fmgle virtue to pay refpect to ;~—nor one 
object of admiration to ferve as a refttng place in 
the furvey of fach a monftrous chaos of difgrace 
and iniquity. 


The true philofopher will ftudy nature in thofe 
revolutionary fits, when, as in the crifis ofa difeafe, 
fie throws off all the morbid and peccant matter : 
he will be convinced ‘that this ‘eternal mother, en- 
cumbered with her own frightfulnefs, preferves 
the f{pecies ; while lavifh of individuals, fhe, as it 
‘were, fquanders away and facrifices whole genera-, 
‘tions. The turbulent fpirits, who in former times 
were the fcourges of their country, were alfo its 
omaments: they cannot fo ftridtly be called con- 
fpirators, as men who took the places of fuch: 

not 


{ leit 


hot that I mean to fay their talents counter-ba- 
laneed their crimes, but might be regarded as cor- 
rectives of them. 


The prefent revolution offers to our view the 
reptiles of the earth,—-nothing but the moft abject 
infignificance, blended with guilt in all its hideouf- 
nefs and extent, with fear, and with basbarity. The 
hiftorian, whofe fancy and whofe pen muft be ftain- 
ed by the defcription of fuch foul fcenes, will per- 
haps fay in his fummary of them :—‘ Here was no- 
‘* thing but blood, butchers, and victims ! a thou: 
“ fand {pears pointed at one naked breaft ! a thou- 
“‘ {and daggers plunged into a weeping and de- 
** fenfelefs woman! no ftandards—no charatter— 
** not one mar!” 


Perhaps, Sir, this would be the place to hunt 
your party to their moft fecret lurking-holes, and 
to exhibit in the open face of day fome particular 
details of your horrid proceedings. But it would 
be too fraghtful and too tedious a talk: you have 
faithfully proportioned the feveral parts to the 
whole ; and though in your deftruchive filence you 
feem Auctuating without any plan, yet as a crime 
is always the object of your aim, fome new crime 
is fure to bring you to it. Inftead of tracing with 
reluctant pencil the long feries of your iniquities, 
oF attempting in melancholy defcription co climb 
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up from crime to crime, to the fummit of your 
epormous guilt, I fhall fix upon your laft decree,* 
which has made even the common porters in fo~ 
reign countries fhudder: if terror be one of your 
weapons, you ought to know thatits edge is blunt- 
ed by exceffive horror, or by ridicule, 


On the fecond of September, you caufe unfortunate 
people of every age and every fex to be butch- 
ered ; all is havoc: every body ftrives to fly, or 
to hide themfelves at the fight of your fatellites 
and their hatchets. The found, the very fyJlables 
of a refpe‘table name confign to deftruction the 
man who is galled by it-+ : his birth is his crime... 
a fufpicion is enough to murder him. Your exe- 
cutioners difperfe themfelves in the environs of the 
capital : they fcour the fields: they force away the 
affrighted inhabitants from their peaceful retreats, 
and referve them for unknown punifhments, Such 
crowded fcenes of mortality excite the apprehenfion 
of a plague in that guilty city, the impure burying- 
place of fo many mangled carcafes. Thofe, whom 
the law could nat condemn, and whom it dared not 
acquit, are torn to pieces by tygers, who {tole the 
outward appearance of the human form, and who 
commit thofe horrors without any reftraint in the 


* This was the decree againft the emigrants. 
4 M.de Mailk, who was taken for M. de Mailly, and butchered, 
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very face of a foldiery as cowardly as yourfelves; 
while all, who are left at Paris, cry out with 
trembling, “Vive la Republique! Long live the 
“ Republic !” when almoft all of thein feel in their 
hearts a very different with : “ Loug dive the King! 
‘© May deftruttion feize Condorcet and his gang 


Rigorous inquiries, which were now fet on foot 
and accompanied with the moft infamous ufage ; 
numberlefs inftances of perfons torn away from 
their houfes in the dead of night; reiterated 
threats; and anonymous letters at length {pread 
univerfal alarm among all perfons of landed pro- 
perty, who had hitherto efcaped ; and forced them 
to fly to fome foreign afylum from their native 
country, which they never meant to have quitted, 
—that fweet country, the affecting remembrance 
of which will realize in thoufands of Frenchmen 
the fentiment of the poet: ‘* Et dulces moriens re- 
“© minifeitar Argos!’ Then you confifcate their 
property by a decree which is the obvious confe- 
quence of your own preceding villainy : you in- 
flict a new punifhment on them for having been 
driven to fuch a painful ftep by cruel neceffity : 
they. fled from your affaffins; and you make a 
crime of that flight! Js not this faying in other 
words, ‘* You have an eftate in the territory of 
“* Alba; we muft kill you, mm order to feize upon 
‘it: or, if you fly, it hall be forfeited to the pub- 
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“ lic treafury, that we may fleal thence the pro- 
44 duce of its fale.”——Yet, you fay, France is free f 
and you boaft of your philanthropy, and your phi- 
hefopby !—The moft rapacious and mercilefs ban- 
ditti in a foreft, with piltols in their hands, might 
as well boaft of their plundering every paffenger 
under the fanction of morality and of eternal juftice. 


But it is time to turn away my eyes from that 
fink where you ftill breathe, and from thofe adious 
fcenes, of which | can fay with ftri&t truth, guorum 
pars magna fui, as 1 narrowly efcaped the murderer’s 
knife, which was to facrifice me to your fury, by 
way of reward, if not for my happy efforts, at leaft 
for my firmne(s 1n a juft, though half ruined caufe. 
I fought you, when your empire had not yet cal- 
lected all its {trength : in the height of your power, 
I will not bend the knee to you: having efcaped 
your daggers, I defpife your fuccefs ; and would 
pot connect my fortune with fuch accurfed prof- 
perity. 


You will not reply to this letter; but your trial 
is over before the tribunal of public opinion: fen- 
tence of civil death has been pronounced upon you: 
ik remains for the executioner to do his duty. 


a at oe nina 


LATE PICTURE OF PARIS. 





A FAITHFUL NARRATIVE 


Of the Revolution of the Tenth of Auguf, of the Caufes 
that produced, the Events that preceded, and the 
Crimes that followed tt. 


INTRODUCTION. 


HAVE delineated the picture of the revolt of 
the tenth of Avguft: I have promifed that of 
the anarchy which enfued ; and of the calamities of 
every kind, which have been the confequences of 
that anarthy. The multitude of events which 
were crowded into the fhort period of forty days, 
from that time till the twentieth of September, 
will therefore be the fubje@ of this Second Part of 
my work, which, though a work of fome labour, 
is a work of much greater affliction, 


Forced by the fatal abundance of materials to 
confine myfelf to the great outlines, I fhall endea- 
vour to felect thofe which tend more particularly 
to illuftrate the effects of the paffions. There will 
‘be unaffecting and indigelted compilations enough, 
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where every thing may be found except what the 
feeling heart requires. I am very indifferent about 
that mathematical exadctnefs of dates and official 
papers, which conftitute the fublime of pedantry. 
I thal! give a rapid fketch of the hiftory of this 
bloody period, and hall dwell only upon fuch cir- 
cumflances as are capable of infpiiing horror, or 
pity. A fingle tear, drawn from the eye of fenfi- 
bility, would appear to me preferable to the vain 
applaufes of a whole academy. 


It is to you, unfortunate families, who have feen 
in this revolution the daggers of affaffins pierce 
the hearts of fo many of your deareft friends, that 
the remain ng part of my work is dedicated. You 
are now before my eyes, much refpected Penthi- 
evre, whofe virtuous life of fixty yeaws did not de- 
ferve fo cruel a ftroke on the brink of tht grave ; 
and you the amiable and ill-fated daughter of 
Cazotte, who lefs fortunate than your rival in filial 
affection, the young Sombreuil, refcued your fa- 
ther from butchery, only to fee him dragged to 
execution: let this production be kindly received 
by you, and by all others who bewail the fate of a 
father, a hufband, a friend, cut down by the {cythe 
of anarchy and profcription: it is on your acconnt, 
and for you, that 1 have written it : fharing with 
tendereft fympathy in all the tortures of your 
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breafis, I took the pen in hand; and my tears have 
often blotted out my laft words and ideas. 





We have traced in the former part the feries of 
fatal {teps by which the King and his family were 
led from the throne of the conftitution to the 
glooms of a prifon: five months have clofed his 
laft {\ene; and that unfortunate Prince has now 
undergone all the rigours of the moft horrid def- 
tiny, all the vengeance that divine wrath can pour 
down on the moft guilty head. 


Condemned by his enemies, whom honour and 
confuience fprbade to fit upon his trial, as they had 
taken hes place and his powers, and as nobody can 
be a judge in his own caufe ; 


Condemned in open difregard of the pofitive 
law which had made the facrednefs and inviolabi- 
lity of his perfon one of the fundamental and ef- 
fential principles of the conftitution ; 


Murdered by the fame faction, who had firft 
imprifoned him, who had named his judges, who 
had then exercifed the moft dreadful tyranny over 
their confciences, and left them no other alterna- 
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tie than that of affenting to the butchery of their 
King, or of being themfelves butchered ; 


Lewis has fuffered: the blood of the innocent 
has becn fhed: it has ftained that guilty land, 
which now calls for all the fcourges of nature : 
the crime of crimes is perpetrated : our annals are 
atend: we have fet the example of the greateft 
wickednefs; that of its punifhment is all that re- 
mains for us to exhibit to the frighted world. 


Lewis has fuffered death: the beft of relations 
has been brought to the fcaffold by one of his 
own : he was always averfe to the fhedding of a 
fingle drop of blood, however neceflary for his fe- 
curity ; and all his own has been fpilt, to our 
fhame, and the defpair of the prefent generation : 
he was the moft ceconomical of Princes ;* and he 
faw all the wealth and fortune of the ftate deftroy- 
ed: he was the moft religious of men; and re- 
ligion was annihilated in his reign: he had foftened 
the rigour of the penal laws, in favour even of the 
micanett of his fubjeéts ; and the meanelt of his 
fubjects trampled upon all laws divine and human 
to glut their rage againft him: he had heaped 
kindneffes on his courtiers ; and courtiers them- 
felves accelerated his downfall: he wifhed to give 
Tiberty to his people ; and his people gave him 
flavery and death. 


Lewis 
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Lewis has fuffered : I miftake—he has ceafed te 
fuffer: he has ceafed to breathe an infected air: he 
is gone to that being of whom he was the moft 
beautiful image upon earth ; and to make ufe of 
one of his own expreffions, expreffions always fo 
affecting from any perfon ready to depart this Ife, 
and ftill more fo from an unjuftly perfecuted King, 
he quitted a perifhable crown for an immortal one 
that awaited him. 


What tears, what expiations will now be able to 
abfolve my fellow-citizens! What can wafh out 
the cold-blooded cowardice with which they fuf- 
fered the moft fhocking of parricides to be perpe- 
trated? They thought by dumb acqutefcence to 
fave their own lives and their fortunes ; bur their 
ruin and thesr death are not, on that account, lefs 
determurfed upon in the decrees of Providence 5 
and their infamy will {till furpafs their calamities. 


Philofophers of the age, this is your doing: it 

is yout wo:k, Voltaire, Rouffeau, Helvetius, Di- 
deret, D’Alembert, Raynal, Condorcet, Payne, 
and all of you, who may be called the authors of 
diforganization and anarchy,—who have taught us 
to defpife the firft principles of focial order, and 
to fubfitute our paffions, vanity, and atheifm, for 
that patriarchal and religious {pirit, which is at 
A¢ one 
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hee the belt fupport of governments, the beft 
curb, and fweeteft confolation co the gaverned. 


This is your doing alfo, you bafe and perfidious 
blunderers, who fay you were deputed to frame a 
conftitution; and who, in the delirium of your 
pride, thought yourfelves fuperior to the wifdom 
of paft ages, and fancied that the leffons of expe- 
tience ought to yield to the fophiftries of your in- 
novators: Necker, La Fayette, Bailly, behold the 
refult of y sur performances : the blood that is fpilt 
has been fhed by you: it was you who raifed that 
fcaffold: that head, which can no longer lift itfelf 
towards heaven—that head, ftreaming with blood 
—take it up; for you are the perfons who fhould 
hold it out to the people—you are the perfons 
‘who fhould again tell them, FReycuwen, B2- 
HoLp THE Kinc, wom Paris HAs con- 
QUERED. 


Ah ! there are many others involved in the fame 
guile. Can thofe magiftrates, who, long before 
La Fayette, led the way to infurre€tion, and who, 
seven fo far back as the year 1738, jomed in the 
infolence of the Duke of Orleans towards his maf- 
ter, can they hope to efcape the condemnation of 
potterity ? No dotibt, they have endeavoured to 
wath away their fatal miftake by many a flood of 
tears : the dread of {ceing their names united for 
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ever to that of a monfter; who has been the fcourge: 
and the difgrace of his country, makes them now 
pay very dear for the popular applaufe they ae 
that time gained :—bue { will not tear open 
wounds that are {till bleeding :—I will fay no more 
of the fatal effects of an ill-directed zeal -—rhe 
blood of my King cries to heaven for vengeance :—{ 
look for that vengeance wherever I can hope to 
find it: I look for it in honour ; and I hall nog 
difdain to point it out in repentance. 


Thefe then were the aufpices, under which I was 
deftined to write the hiftory of my country. Ah! 
when I began to trace the outlines of this picture, 
I was far from expecting that the horrors of the 
future part of my fubject would furpafs in atro. 
cioufnefs thpfe which | had already to defcribe. 
The bl6ody deeds of the fecond of September 
were then before me ; but I faw, at the fame time, 
the avengers of them advancing to our frontiers 5 
and the laurels of victory prefented themfelves to 
my view, through thick fhades of cyprefs, and 
crowded monuments of the dead. My withes 
have failed: my fondeft hopes are blafied: I have 
{till nothing but crimes to defcribe ; and what 
crimes, good heaven! The fun has fhone for 
thoufands:af years, but never before gave light co 
fuch fhocking {cenes. 
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Tenth of Auguft, fecond of September, twenty- 
firft of January, days of blood and mourning, be 
for ever ftruck out of the regifters of the world ! 
But other days, no lefs execrable, had prepared 
the way for you : the twenty eighth of December 
1788 ; the feventeenth of June, the fourteenth of 
July, and the fifth of October 1789 ; the fourth 
of February 1790; the twenty-eighth of February, 
the eighteenth of April, and the twenty-fourth of 
June 1791 ; the twentieth of June 1792, will al- 
ways make their anniverturies be remembered with 
horror.—But why fix on particular dates ? Has not 
every day of Lewis’s life for the laft five years been 
a day of bitternefs and ignominy ? Has he not had 
every day juft caufe of be:ng alarmed for the lives 
of thofe who were deareft to him, his wife, and 
his children ? No doubt, he had lopg made up 
his mind on the facrifice of his own exiftetice; but 
he was a hufband and a father ; and perhaps his 
misfortunes are in fome fort owing to that cha- 
racter of tendernefs and of goodnefs, which con- 
centred his affections in too narrowa circle, inflead 
of extending his juftice wherever it ought to have 
reached. 


Senfibility | thou dangerous gift of nature! thou 
asta Virtue in common men; but what calami- 
ties doft thou occafion, when thou haft chofen the 
heart of a king for the feat of thy empire! He-fees 
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his fellow-creatures, and his friends in thofe whom, 
he ought only to regard as his fubjects ; for thofe 
friends, thofe fellow-creatures, fo philofophical, fo 
mild in appearance, conceal the foul of the brute, 
or of the tyger, under the form of ‘the lamb, 
Thofe companions of your pleafuies, of your ex- 
curfions, peregrinantes, pernoClantes, are the firft to 
make you blufh at their ingratitude, and your 
own miftake. Covered with marks of your kind- 
nefs, they load you with their calumnies: edu- 
cated, and enriched by your care*, they rebel 
againft the generous hand that fed them; and 
even difpute the right you had to confer thofe 
very favours, which they themfelves had accepted. 


Who ever experienced more than Lewis and 
his family the malevolence of thofe who were in- 
debted wo them for every thing? One would be 


* Charles Lameth, whofe mother received fixty thoufand 
livres from the King, for the education of her fon, thought to 
rid himfelf of the burthen of gratitude, by paying the money he 
had received into the pubhe treafury ; but did he hope he could 
conceal from the people the knowledge of another fa@, that it 
was through the Queen’s working upon the vanity of an old and 
rich Weft-Indian, that this Creale determined to give Charles 
his daughter and his fortune? If Charles wifhed to wath his 
hands from the innocent blood that has been {pilt, we need only 
remind him of the proceedings of the sth of Oftober; and tet 
him declare, if he dares, what were then his fentiments for abo. 
ithing, or following up this profe¢ution. 
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apt to imagine, that divine juftice meaned to teach 
all kings, by this inftance of our foveieign, that, 
if’a corrupt age, the favours of a monurch are the 
feeds of faction: yet Lewis, in his laft moments, 
pardoned thofe firft authors of his death: he faid, 
by way of excufe for them, what pride had hitherro 
prevented thofe haughty men from confeffing, that 
in moments of confusion and ferment, one 15 not always 
majier of: one’s felf; and this declaration from his 
lips is another favour conferred on them, which 
muft increafe their guilty blufhes. It was thus 
that our bleffed Saviour, in the midift of his fuffer- 
ings, prayed for bis executioners: father, faid he, 
forgive them, for they know not what they do. 


Lewis died, as he had lived. Neither his ene- 
mies, nor his courtiers could find any thing in his 
faft moments to afperfe his conduét, to énfult his 
virtue, to vilify his undcrftanding. He appeared 
before the tribunal of his cotempoiaries, the fame 
as he appeared before the tribunal of the Divinity: 
an exalted foul; an embellifhed mind; an upright 
heart ; a purity of fentiment; a candour; a mag- 
nanimity ; a heroif{m which nothing but an unful- 
fied confcience can infpire; fuch are the outlines 
of his charaéter, already traced by the pen of hit 
tory: barbarians thought they could kill him: 
they have given him immortality. Ah! if any 
of his perfecutors had been in his place, during fo 

long 
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Yong and painful an agony, wé fhould then have 
feen what different language and fentiments philo- 
fophy and religion infpire their refpective votaries 
with: we fhould have feen pride railing at che 
Divinity; while Lewis exhibited the affefting 
f{pectacle of Chriflian charity, forgiving the errors 
of mankind. 


Such are the refources, fuch the heavenly com- 
forts of that religton fo vilely infulted, yet fo fub- 
lime ;—that religion, the afylum of misfortune, 
that joins earth to heaven; unites man with his 
fellow-creatures and his God; teaches him that 
all the bleffings of this life are tranfient and perifh- 
able; that there is but one good, of which he can 
never be robbed, virtue, that emanation of the 
Divinity; and that we are but fojourners upon 
this wretehed earth, travellers through this valley 
of tears, 


The {word of iniquity is uplifted to ftrike the 
fatal blow; yet this prince forgives all his perfe- 
cutots: he prays for them: he fays, they are mis- 
taken: he defires that his death may not be 
avenged: he offers up his blood in atonement for 
their faults. On the fame day, one of his judges, 
one of his affaffins, ftabbed by a loyal fubje&t who 
could not check his indignation, meets with woo 
mild a death for his crime; and immediately, the 

Cca- 
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Cenyention in a body, in order to delay the 
punifhment that hangs over its own head, decrees 
profcriptions of every kind; and thus commands 
murder and revenge, when 1ts illuttrious victim bows 
the head, prays, forgives, and dies. 


Lewis receives the fatal blow, and his death 
becomes a public calamity: the four quarters of 
the globe are covered with mourning. Sovereigns 
of the earth! you who have at length formed a 
coalition to avenge his wrongs! alas! it was his 
doleful exiftence that was a public calamity: it 
was that ftruggle for four years between robbery 
and anarchy oppofed to morality and juftice, that 
you ought to have affifted him in quelling.—But 
J will not affliG your hearts, at the moment when 
heaven, having configned to you its thunders, 
rouzes all your exertions to give full {cape to its 
vengeance. 


Yes, that death fo unjuft, that parricide fo atre- 
cious will be avenged: punifhment will be inflicted 
on thofe refi.ements of cruelty and ignominy, 
practifed by unfeeling monfters on the father and 
the daughter ;—on his daughter, that young and 
divine creature, who had juft attained to that cri- 
tical period, when childhood ends, and the age of 
fenfibility begins ;—on that unfortunate daughters, 
expiring in her mother’s arms, and whofe beauty, 

fufferings, 
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fufferings, and innocence were only matters of {port, 
to the guards that ftood round. 


The wrongs of that ill-fated Queen will alfo be 
avenged,—that Queen, whofe only crime was an 
early detection, and a juft abhorrence of the traitor, 
who was a difgrace to the houfe of Bourbon. 
Every thing ferved to convince the daughter of 
Maria Therefa, that the blood of fo illuftrious a 
race could never flow through the veins of fuch a 
ruffian: fhe anticipated by her contempt the pub- 
lic confeffion which that frantic monfter has fince 
made of his not being a defcendant of the royal 
family; and his boafting of his mother’s lewdnefs, 
among his affociates. 


Thus he forced even the moft intimate com- 
_ panion’ of his debaucheries, thofe whom he had 
feduced, to abandon him, and to burn his por-" 
traits: libertinifm itfelf was obliged to own the 
neceflity of virtue in women, on feeing how fatal 
their weaknefles might prove to mankind. 


Thus he completely re-eftablithed the purity of 

a family whofe name he bore. Heaven be praifed! 
the branch of Orleans is of itfelf fallen off from the 
facred trunk. Now the ftock of the King’s twa 
brothers, and of the heroes of the houfe of Condé 
“Will bloom, without the leaft check : their fuffer- 
ings 
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ives have had no bounds; their glory will hence. 
forward have no interruption. 


+t was no wonder that he, who had thus abjured 

all feeling, all fenfe of public or private fhame, 
and whom the vileft of criminals would be fhocked 
ac refembling, fhould endeavour in his turn to 
throw upon the royal orphan the ignominy he 
Iimfeif was covered with. Jn fact, what other 
punifhment could he inflit on this child?— 
Death.—Alas! the young innocent could net feel 
its pangs: he has hardly tafted of the bitter cup 
of life: he is alfo of too tender an age to be yet 
debauched, or to partake of the vices of that 
monfter, whofe only refource therefore was to raife 
the fame injurious fufpicions of his illegitimacy, 
which he had thought an honour to himfelf. 


Meantime the illuftrious mother, expiring with 
grief, and faithful to her folemn promutes to her 
hufband, takes her fon in her arms, perhaps for 
the laft time; and commands him in the name of 
his father, in the name of the pure blood of St. 
Lewis that flows in his veins, in the nante of his 
own misfortunes, not to feek vengeance for the 
¢time then going to be commuted. It is thus that 
virtue replies to the attacks of calumny, 


Poor 
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Poor child! melancholy object of our fears and, 
of our hopes! Tygers and lions in the defarts of 
Africa would have 1efpeéted thy age: the tygers 
of France have not been afhamed to proclaim the 
deadly poifon that is to put an end to thy life! * 
Thus thy fate is refolved upon: thou wilt not 
even have it in thy power to forgive them: but 
thy revenge is intiufted to fafe hands; and thy 
auguft guardians will not leave a murder un- 
punifhed, from thé very idea of which even a 
Nero would have fhrunk with horror, 


But what punifhment can be found adequate ta 
the enormity of the guilt of Philip and his gang ? 
What ftroke of vengeance has heaven in referve ta 
frighten the world ? His whole life was before a 
difgrace to the prefent age. A fwindler and de- 
bauchee gn his youth, he involves his brother, the 
Prince of Lamballe, in diffipation, and occafions 
his death, which afterwards gave him an oppor- 
tunity of throwing out charges againft the princefs, 
his widow ; of having her butchered ; and of then 
feizing her property. He ftripped his own wife 


* The expreffion made ufe of with refpe& to the Dauphin in 
the National Convention was, that tt was the apothecary’s bufineft 
to purge France of him. My refpect for the reader obliges me to 
fupprefs the obfcenities with which the ears of the wife, the 
daughter, and the fifter of the King have been affailed and 

* tormented. 
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of an immenfe fortune, and reduced her to a flate 
of beppary. He left her alfo’ the victim of his 
contagious infection ; and, after having defiled his 
own bed, he went on to difhonour that of another, 
and to blaft the only remaining branch of the cele- 
brated Buffon In poffeffion of a Mufeum, which 
was af honour to his country, he fcattered, he 
fquandered away thofe productions of the arts, 
which chance had made him proprietor of. When 
he orice took a part in the war, and went on board 
our fleet, it was only to fkulk from the flag of the 
enemy: when he plunged into the criminal plots 
of a revolution, ftill he ficd before La Fayette ; 
when he engaged in a {peculative adventure, it was 
to involve thoufands of families in ruin; and at 
the clofe of the fcheme, he declared himfelf a 
bankrupt, to defraud his fellow-citizens of more 
of their property. But what is become of fuch 
heaps of treafure, fuch enormous accumulations of 
fraud and rapine > They have been fpent in pay- 
mg the wretched affaffins of the sth of October, 
and in accomplifhing the horrid deeds of the roth 
of Augult, the 2d of September, and the a1ft of 
January. Thus heaven had heaped favours on 
him, to make his abufe of chem more flagrant: he 
was exalted in honour, to render his meannefs and 
cowardice more confpicuous: he was made rich 
and powerful, that he cnight fwell the catalogue of 
his vices, and that they might frike every eye: he 

was 
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Was placed near the throne, to overturm it the 
more eafily, and to afford a dreadful leffon both to 
fubyeéts and to kings. 


His fiiends and agents were highly worthy of 
him. Laclos, the author of an obfcene novel, 
called Lia.jons Danereufes (Dangerous Connec- 
tions) ; Genlis-Sillery, the moft deeply ‘depraved 
man of the age, the hero of the annals of debau- 
chery, and the runaway from Oueffant; an infidel 
prieft, who at the clofe of the eighteenth century 
brought difgrace on the name of Perigord ; a fea- 
man without the leaft honour or virtue, funk deep 
in the mire of diffipation, who attacks without any 
rifk the family of the Bourbons, after having been, 
through his ignorance, very near drowning the 
head of thag family in an excurfion by water from 
Honfleer to Havre de grace ; an infignificant Ge- 
heral, whofe name appears at the head of an army 
lift, that his perfon may not be under lock and 
key ina prifon, and who juft acted the fame part 
under Lewis XV}. that his grandfather did under 
Henry IV. La Touche; Laclos; Biron; d’Au- 
tun; Sillery; fuch ate Phitip’s co-adyutors in dif- 
turbance and havoc: fuch were his affiflants in 
that feries of crimes, which his cowardice could 
never have perpetrated, had he not aifo procured 
the farther aid of the butchers and malefaétors of 
every country: fech wete his fecretaries, his go- 
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vernors, his chancellors, bis intimates, his bofom~ 
fiends. As to his prefent agents, hiftory will not 
difgrace its pages with the lift of them: to collect 
their names, one muft look fur them in the fcum, 
the filth, the common fewers of the moft corrupt 
city in the univerfe. 


This was the man, who, fiom the beginning of 
the revolution, fet himfelf up againit the head of 
his family, his lawful foverergn. The object of 
general contempt, when chofen by the houfe of 
Valois as their reptefentative in the firft Aflembly, 
he made lis appeaiance once more in the prefent 
Convention, fent thither by the moft exccrable of 
all the electors. The laft fixed upon by a city, 
where the election began on the 2d of September, 
while the matlacres were going on at the prifons, 
his name was put up after Robefpierrey Marat, 
and le Gendre, as the very loweft upon the lift of 
affaffination and infamy. 


This was the man who had long fince made it 
evident that he was wholly regardlefs of public 
opinion, and that his ruling paffion was to glut his 
revenge on the royal family. Abhorred by the 
Jilar ferliass, and by Barbaroux their reprefentative ; 
openly infulted by Manuel; fpit upon by Merlin; 
he was obliged by dint of money to buy Marat’s 
protection, A decree threatened to expel him the 

king- 
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kingdom: his prefence there was a burthen which 
France wanted to get rid of: it was with difficulty 
that he got the decifion put off tll after the king’s 
trial; and in order to make himfelf popular, he 
added the final accomphfhment of regicide to all 
his former claims. Thrice he appeared in the 
fatal roftrum, and thrice he uttered his facrilegious 
fentiments. Fears were entertained of his cowar- 
dice: his intimates and family were fecn in the 
gallery, encouraging him by their looks and gef- 
tures: hired affatirs furrounded the hall: all the 
members terrified vote with him, or follow lis 
example. But it did not end there: Dumouricr, 
that unaccountable general, who at the clofe of 
1792 exhibited to us a renewal of the exploits and 
fuccefs of Cafar, thot hke a thunderbolt from 
Brabant to Paris: twenty thoufand of his men, 
devoted*to his fervice, came with him; and Paris 
was in fact at his command, without even fufpect- 
ing that it hada mafler. Dumourier, unceitain 
whether to fulfil the promifes he had made the 
King in the month of May to fave the monarchy, 
or to eftablifh his own fortune by crufhing all par- 
ties, wavered for fome time, as if poifing the fcale 
of fate; then abandoned the monarchy to the 
chance of events, caftiled the Orleans party; made 
the defpicable Bourbon urge the death of the 
King; threw all the odium on this wretch whom 
he never quitted ; proteéted the execution of the 
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murder; and fure of getting rid of the author of 
it whenever he pleafed, he prepared to reap the 
fruits of the crime he had caufed to be committed ; 
and his ambitious fancy faw already his troops 
twining the smperia/ laurel roynd his brow. 


Thus the vileft of men, the moft wicked and 
abandoned of criminals, was commiffioned to add 
one deed more, furpafling all the reft in atrociouf- 
nefs, to the long catalogue of his horrors. But he 
will never enjoy the fruits of that crime: his fon 
and all his race are thrown out; fhould divine juf- 
tice delay its punifhment, the neighbouring powers 
relax in their efforts, ftill forme new confpirator 
would ftart up, as an inftryment to avenge the 
caufe of mankind, and of the monarchy; and then 
hold out to the world in his own peyfon the ex- 
ample of blafted ambition, 


Such are the wretches, whofe paffions France 
has preferred to the equitable and fatherly govern- 
ment of the beft and moft honeft of men, the 
jufteft_ and moft beneficent of kings. Ah! had 
he really poffeffed any ane of the vices, for which 


* The remark in the original is particularly pointed at Du- 
meourier ; but the tranflator found it neceflary to give a general 
turn to that and fome other parts of the above paragraph, in con- 
Tequence of the change of affairs which has taken place fince it 
was written, 

he 
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he has fuffered; had he been a traitor; had he 


been a tyrant; he would now be on the throne ; 
and we fhould ftill blefs his life, as tle whole 
world already blefs his memory. Every body now 
{peaks of the entire courfe of that life : they join 
it to the account of his death fo heroic, and fo 
affecting : they colle thofe pafflages and ftr ng 
outlines which maik the character of the plain and 
upright man, calm at the fums.it of grandeur, 
calm in the abyfs of mifery, calm under the in- 
ftrument of death: they read, they get by heart 
his will, that production of a celettial foul; that 
ymonumental depefitory of Chriftian charity, and 
public morality ; that Jaft favour which he con- 
ferred on his people, in revenge for the torments 
he was made to fuffer,—a favour of the greater 
importance, as its influence will be fele in every 
age ahd gvery country: it will be, as it were, the 
royal ftandard round which unmiverfal morality will 
fooner or later be {een to rally: it will be a gofpel 
working with effet; and the principles of our 
modern philofophers will vanith before it, as the 
morning vapours difperfe Lefore the meridian 
blaze. 


Hiftory begins already to inform nations of the 
character, the fentiments,, and the fufferings of 
Lewis: it tells us, that on his afcending the throne 
at the age of twenty, a religious refpect for the 
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virtues and advice of his father was the firft pledge 
of the bappinefs Fiance expected from him. Fas 
thers rejoiced, and pointed out to their children 
the example of their King. The lufre of filial 
piety, thus added to that of his youth, and of his 
rank, heightened the fplendors of this dawn of na- 
tional felicity. The younz King, much unlike the 
philofophical conftitution-makers, whe fancied 
they could cflablifh laws without the aid of motas 
lity, attached himfelf to the leffons of antiquity, 
and fought there for models of the reverence due 
to old men, and the refpect due to parents. What 
a contraft between this, and the late conduct of 
the legiflative body, whom we have feen rending 
afunder evcry moral tic, dividing families, fepa- 
rating individuals from one another, and deftroy- 
ing the duties by deftroying the rights of relation 
and parent! To make the contraft ftill more 
ftriking, let us look at Philip hurrying to the 
grave his poor father, heart-broken at the afflict- 
ing {pectacle of his vices: but Philip was then 
only making an experiment upon his father, of 
what he intended fully to accomplifh upon his 
King. 


Lewis found, in the inftruétions left him by the 
Dauphin, the names of men of tried probity, 
whom he was to call into affift him in his govern- 
ment. The ftrid& Marfhal de Muy, M. de Male- 
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fherbes, and M. Turgot were pointed out to him 
and Europe applauded the choice, on account of 
their great 1eputation for integrity and philan- 
thropy. Public opinion was equally confulted in 
the appointment of all his fucceffive minifteis; 
and if fome of them did not anfwer thofe high 
ideas of their character, it certainly was the caufe 
of their being promoted; and they all, before put 
to the proof, exhibited at leaft a brilliant outfide. 


When Philip wanted agents, he could find none 
but in the haunts of murder and profuitution; and 
when the Ailembly, after having uluiped all power, 
came to appoint its minifters, we faw, at the head 
of their adminiftration ftock-jobbers, fortune- 
hunters, players, madmcn who broke loofe from 
Charenton, an affafin, ‘and a foldicr, who for 
twenty wears paft had obtained, and very defcer- 
vedly, the furname of the /ttle Tyger. 


Upon his acceffion to the throne, Lewis remit- 
ted to his fubyects a tax, which French loyalty had 
for time immemorial paid with yoy: * he thus 
prepared to relieve his people, and the greatelt 
delight of his heart would have been to be able in 
the fame manner to abolifh all taxes. 


* This was called the right of the sovewx avencment, 0 Tejoicing 
tribute, which was always paid at the acceffion of every king. 
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Scareely had the Affembly opened its feflions, 
when it demanded of Frenchmen the gift of their 
plate, and a voluntary contribution, the payment of 
which was foon exforced. Philip opened loans 

every where; multiplied them in every fhape; 
gave falfe mortgages and fecurities; fpent the 
money upon the hord he kept in pay; fettled the 
bufinefs by bankruptcy ; and made it evident ta 
the world, that every thing, which he appeared to 
have facrificed to the revolution, was at once a 
breach of honour, and a robbery committed on his 
creditors. 


Lewis’s firft care was to fecure to his people the 
means of fubfiftence, and the free circulation of 
corn.-The moment the Affembly began to reign, 
we faw nothing but confufion and nots in the 
matkets.x—Philip was laying his plots ; and an are 
tificial f{carcity quickly appeared, wherever he 
wanted to raife a difturbance. 


The abufe of /etires de cachet ftruck every good 
mind: the King intrufted a virtuous minifter with 
the management of them in all cafes of neceffity 5 
and, under the direction of M. de Maletherbes, 
all injuftice was put an end to.—The Aflembly 
fuppreffed J/ettres de cachet, and decreed writs, or 
rather warrants of arreff, the execution of which 

having 
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having been intrufted to Philip’s agents, they were 
foon converted into death-warrants 


The forms of criminal jurifprudence appeared 
too fevere: Lewis caufed more Jemity to be adopt- 
ed: he\abolifhed the nfe of the rack : he rendered 
the prifons much healthier: he was always before- 
hand in fuggefting whatever could render the fitu- 
ation of the prifoners more comfortable. The Af 
fembly, without the leaft feeling for the wretched, 
crowded them one upon another pell-mell: the 
abbey prifon, which was the moft unhealthy of all, 
was fixed upon to increafe the fufferings of the 
victims—but I am wrong—Philip fhortened their 
tortures: he gave the fignal; and, in an inftant, 
his own fifter and his king’s faithful fervants were 
butchered. 


Lewis, in order to avoid all caballing, and to 
prevent intrigues of evely kind, fought out M. de 
St. Germain in the thickeft fhades of retirement, 
to fucceed M. de Muy. M. de St. Germain, 
guided by miftaken notions of ceconomy, re- 
trenched the King’s authority by retrenching his 
houfhold. The King, thinking that he gained in 
love what he joft in power, confented; and was 
foon reduced to a handful of guards.—-The Affem- 
bly, on the contrary, well knowing that its dan- 
ger increafed with the increafe of its tyranny, fum- 
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moned round it, from every corner of the empire, 
an armed force of thirty thoufand men, to prote& 
its liberty, that is to fay, its attacks upon liberty. 
Philip, always alarmed for his deteftable life, went 
cafed, if not ina coat of mail, at leaft in zmpenets able 
waificoats, as if in dread of the nobility 4t Ver- 
failles; afterwards fled to England, through fear 
of the conftitutionalifts; and laftly appeared with 
an efcort in the ftreets of Paris, having chofen 
Legendre, the butcher, to be the captain of his 
guards. 


The King created provincial adminiftrations ; 
in which every man knew his rights, and deli- 
berated on the means of being free, happy, and 
Joyal.— The Affembly formed departments; and 
though they were compofed of new,elements, yet 
whenever they acted wifely, the friends 6f anarchy 
and Philip's agents brought accufations again{ft 
them, took them to pieces, and deftroyed all pof- 
fibility of doing good. 


Lewis reftored proteftants to their civil rights ; 
and was eager to encourage and introduce into 
France every degree of religious toleration that 
was compatible with the tranquillity of the king- 
dom.—The Affembly avowed its atheifm ; admit- 
ted all religions indifcriminately, or rather anni- 
hilated them all by its cold indifference ; and then 

affected 
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affeted to turn its thoughts to the eftablithed 
worthip, folely for the purpofe of deftroying it, of 
chaining down opinions, tyrannifing over men’s 
conferences, and tranfporting fuch of the clergy 
as had efcaped from the daggers of Philip’s hire- 
lings. 


Lewis recovered, for the benefit of agnculture, 
lands which had been drowned under water: the 
fields filed, and hufbandry revived under his 
henignant influence. He eftablifhed ports in the 
Channel, and the Mediterranean: he opened ca- 
nals: he made new roads: Vendres, Cherburg, 
Vexin and Burgundy afford proofs of his exertions 
for our glory and our profperity.—The Affembly 
dried up all the fources of national wealth and 
happinefs : the fupport of its defpotifm required 
_innumeralge armies: our population is to be facri- 
ficed on the frontiers: camps are to be made the 
nurferies of idlenefs and rapine: our lands are to 
be untilled ; our fields to be left fallow. 


Lewis beftowed much care on facilitating every 
mode of internal conveyance and communication 
between the feveral parts of the empire : he open- 
ed fome of the fineft highways in Europe; and he 
luppreffed flatute-labour, and that which ufed to 
be exaGted from vaflals by their liege-lords. The 
‘Affembly, whofe {clfifh views paid little regard 

either 
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cither to the welfare or glory of the ftate, never 
thought of repairing, after it had ruined the pub- 
lic roads by the heavy carriage of the artillery, 
with which ns armies were furrounded, according 


to a fyftem that afforded momentary advantages, 
but which will foon be loft. 


The embaffadors of Lewis were refpeGted at 
every Court, as the umpires, and peace-makers of 
Europe.—Thofe of the Aflembly are abhorred by 
al] people and by all fovereigns; and every go- 
vernment expels them with ignominy. 


Our marine had almoft received a death-blow in 
two fucceffive and unfortunate wars. The King 
re-cftablifhed it:-eighty fhips of the line protected 
our trade, and maintained the honour of our flag. 
Philip made his appearance on boardeour fleet, 
and would have difgraced it, if the fubfequent be- 
haviour of the officers and men had not made it 
appear in re-iterated actions, that it was his influ- 
ence alone which had fnatched the victory from 
them upon that particular oeeafion.—The Affem- 
bly, by its principles, put to flight the whole corps 
of naval officers who were the pride of our fea- 
ports: it could not gain a fingle ally: its dock- 
yards and its ftores were without fuppHes: the re- 
mains of them were plundered by the labourers 
with iotpunity > the {alors were all difperfed, the 

few 
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few fhips that were fent out only ferved to alartt 
defencelefs towns ; and fuch was the ignorance of 
the crews, that the firft puff of wind frightened 
them into port. 


The\attention, paid by the King to the ftate of 
the ae and navy, did not prevent him from 
giving at the fame time all due encouragetnent to 
the arts. He fet on foot the erecting of that 
Mufeum in his own palace, the very plan of which 
already excited the admiration of foreigners. 
Paintings were purchafed in all parts of the globe 
by his orders, and under the direction of Mefirs. 
d’Angilliers and de Breteuil. National artifts 
were every where fet to work. Every year faw 
four ftatues produced of illuftrious men, who were 
the ornaments of France. The King himéfelf fug- 
gefted fulsjects for the paintings of the Mufeum: 
he fucceffively recommended to David’s pencil the 
grief of Andromache over the dead body of 
Heétor; the poverty of Belifarius; the ftoical 
ferocity of Brutus; and the death of Sccrares. 
The regicide David feems, in each of thofe pieces, 
to have painted beforehand the allegorical hiftery 
of the king who patronifed him. The Conftituent 
Affembiy decreed to have a portrait of the King; 
and he gave the execution of it to Mrs. Guyard, 
his moft mortal enemy. Sculpture, engraving, 
printing fhared alfo the influence of royal favour, 

and 
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and revived with new beauty under the hands of 
Bervie, Pajou, Didot, and Garteaux.—As foon as 
Lewis was deprived of the power of encouraging 
thofe arts of rational delight, the Affembly, who 
had feized upon his authority, exerted it in pulling 
down ftatues, monuments of architecture, temples, 
porticos; and intrufted the national libyary to 4 
man who had been convicted of theft,‘—Philip, 
on his pait, fold at a very low price, the magnifi- 
cent gallery of paintings, compleated by his an- 
ceflois; and the unequalled collection of feals and 
medallions, for which he was indebted to their 
liberal fpirit. But, indecd, of what ufe can the 
fine arts be to him? Ic ss blood he chirtts for. 


An embaffador to Conftantinople was to be ap- 
pointed. The King made choice of a man, who, 
though young, was a warm admirer of antiquity. 
Admitted before the ufual age into feveral learned 
focicties, upon the meritof awonderful pe: formance, 
which is itfelf a monument erecled to liberty, to 
the arts, to antiquity, and to the honour of France, 
his embafly was diftinguifhed by works of every 
kind. France already poffeffed, in M. de Choifeul 
Goufer’s cabinet, the afhes and the armour of 
Achilles, the models of Phidias, the plans of The- 
bes and Palmira, and the tombs of Marathon, 
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Antiquity was feen to iffue out of the darknefs of 
paft ages, at the call of Lewis XVI. and of M. de 
Choifeul.—The Affembly began its reign; and all 
thofe venerable remains fank into the womb of the 
eatths whence it had before required thirty ages to 
bring them forth, A bill of impeachment was 
decreed) againft M. de Choifeul; and fome defpi- 
cable factors were appointed to fill the place of 
this man of genius on the Thracian Bofphorus. 
Like another Ovid, he is banifhed among barba- 
rians; and may there now write our Chronicles. 
Let him look at the Tartars, and he will then 
paint from nature. Ic may alfo be obferved, that 
Lewis, hurried away, indeed, by the excefs of his 
zeal, and perhaps too by the current of fafhion, 
was guilty of fome indifcretion in giving liberty to 
America, ang in promifing affiflance to the infur- 
gents in Molland: but our philofophers projected 
a tevolution, in which they could find no friend 
but the defpot of Turkey; and the orators of she 
mountain {miled at the profpect of an alliance with 
the mutes of the feraglio. 


When public credit was endangered by the ex- 
penditure’s,»having unavoidably exceeded the re- 
venue, Lewis immediately called round him people 
from all parts of the empire, to probe the wound, 
and to deliberate on che beft method of cure. The 
whole was in the face of the world: no veil, no 
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miyftery was fpread over any ftate-fecrets. He 
called to this general confultation even men, whofe 
abilitics, outweighed by their depraved morals, 
had made them incur fome forfeiturg of their civil 
rights. The prohibition againft Murabeau” was 
taken off; and he appeared in the States General. 
—The Affembly, proceeding in a very different 
manner, called to its help only the moft turbulent 
{pirits from all foreign countries, the fiantic and 
the delirious fiom the four quarters of the world : 
it looked upon the circumftance of any man’s 
having been hung or burned in effigy as a tefti- 
monial of his patrioufm, Paine and Clootz make 
laws for France; and Malouet and Cazalis are 
driven into banifhment. 


The ftates general were no fooner ynet than mo- 
narchy began to be in danger. Lewis {€nt for his 
troops to defend his throne againft feditious dif- 
turbers. The fpint of infurre&ion continued. 
Lewis, in ordcr to {pare the effufion of blood, fent 
away his regiments, difbanded his guards, and the 
menarchy was overthrown by the coniftitution. 
The new code was not quite finifhed, before the 
republicans wanted to deftroy it: the Affembly 
put its troops in motion, and made them fire upon 
the people, to preferve its work. The republic at 
length put the conftitution in danger; and the 
abettors of the former overpowered thofe of the 
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latter.—Philip, in his turn, aims at fubverting the 
republic. 


TX King, always acting upon the fame prin- 
ciples of moderation and confidence, gave up the 
cicadels -and fortieffes to the people :—the Affem- 
bly deftroyed that national property. 


The King was proclaimed by a decree, the Re- 
frorer of French liberty; and Rabaut de St. Euenne, 
of whofe {peech on the fubject of the King’s trial I 
have before taken notice, declared, when prefident 
of the National Convention, that he was unable 
any longer to endure his fhare of the exercife of 
tyranny. 


On the 2otheof June, Lewis came forward de- 
fencelefs, and almott alone, to face twenty thou- 
fand affaffins: he difarmed them by his firmnefs, 
and his courage —On the 1oth of Auguft, the 
Affembly, though furrounded by thirty thoufand 
of its fatellites, fled in diforder before a handful of 
national guards who went into the hall where it 
fat in debate. Every body knows what Philip’s 
courage is, and what it always has been. 


The King always delighted in concord and har- 
mony: he always embraced with eagernefs any 
opportunity of reconciling jarring fpirits.—The 
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conftant endeavour of the republican fattion was 
to ifritate and to divide: it always took care to 
reprefent the bad citizens as the maorcy: Robef- 
pierre hunfelf fad, that virtue was always i the 
minonty upon earth, and Philip was one ot Ro- 
befpierre’s minority ! 


Finally, the King’s language and expreffions 
upon different occasions will never be forgotten ;— 
thofe expreffions, which all bear the fame ftamp 
of a good heart. A collection of them will here- 
after be the catechifm of the man of feeling: they 
will one day be repeated on our theatres: there 
will be again difplayed the character of a new 
Henry 1V.—I might with great truth fay more— 
Lewis had all Henry’s virtues, without one of his 
weakneffes.—But if any body fhouald happen to 
recollect or record the fpeeches and regicide mo- 
tions, which have brought about the deftruction 
of the fineft throne and fineft empire in the world, 
pofterity will never be able to believe that a nation 
eminent for wit and genius could ever have treated 
but with the utmoft contempt the bloated orators, 
and the ridiculous bombaft of this revolution— 
ampullas et fefguipedala verba! 


There are many other ftriking points of contraft 
of which I have not taken notice. Eager to fcatter 
thefe firit flowers over my dear majter’s grave, 

deprived 
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deprived of my books, far from all the materials I 
had collected refpecting the revolution, and the 
Jife of Lewis XVI, I have hardly had time to 
penal to memory the principal periods of his reign. 
ax I need not add, that there are fome fubjects, 
in writing on which, the heart chains down the 
mind, @nd our thoughts are overpowered by our 


feelings. 


Such, however, were the leading features of the 
King, the Afiembly, and the rebels, who were 
engaged in this revolutionary ftruggle. The firft 
of thofe wifhed for peace, good oider, and happi- 
nefs: the others aimed only at money and power. 
The choice between them Jay with the people of 
France.—The King’s head has been ftruck off :— 
the defcendant of fixty-fix monarchs has died on a 
fcaffold,gin the very heart of his good city of Paris! 


City for ever infamous, which I once called my 
birth-place! city of mire and blood! haunt of 
guilt and dileafe! fink of the world! fentence 
was paffed upon thee, on the night of the 2oth cf 
January :=-thou art doomed ta defruétien :— 
grafs is to grow in thy ftrects:—the aftombhed 
traveller, one day endeavouring to find out where 
thou floodft, will fearch in vain for any traces of 
thee in defolation and brambles. A terrible voice, 
at length iffuing out of the quairies and graves in 
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which thy butehered victims were piled upon one 
another, will tell him ; Sodom, Nineveh, end Baby- 
ton are no more; yet they never equalled the hundredth 
part of the crimes of Paris. Fly, whoever thou a4 
they murdered their King: thetr corruption was ‘ome 
to its height; and the ufpice of God and of mez made 
a dreadful example of them. 


The effect of this fentence begins already to te 
felt. Roland, Manuel, and Kerfaint, frightened 
at what they only conceived in idea, and at what 
others executed, have refigned. The committee 
of the 2d of September 1s compofed anew of other 
members ; and death ftaring them all in the face 
makes the great body of inhabitants fly off to 
places of refuge, 


Thofe who let their King be murdéred find nat 
a moment’s reft from continual tumults. The 
Orleans palace, that theatre of the revels of the 
revolution, is now become the theatre of the fears 
and alarms of the revolutionifts; and twelve ty- 
rants, under the name of guardians of the public 
fafety, are going to be the inftruments of death in 
the hands of the exterminating angel. 


Lewis XVI, is no more: we all weep for a fa- 
ther, a friend : we mourn an irreparable lo{s; and 
what 
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what is ftill more fhocking; very few of us can fay 
to ourfelves, I have not contributed to tt. 


wis XVI is no more: he has fulfilled his 
ely: he has accomplifhed the prediction made 
by himfelf, that the fate of Charles the Firft 
awaited him. He had ftudied, he had got by 
heart every line of that bloody hiftory; and as he 
could not help coming to the {fan e end, he ftrove 
at leaft to avoid giving caufe to it. He had not 
borne arms again{t the French: he had not en- 
deavoured to extend his prerogative: he had rot 
levied arbitrary taxes: yet he was put to death, 


He was put to death....... cannot go on......that 
mutilated trunk, become the y rey of the execu- 
tioner, and that disfigured head piefent themfelves 

, to my farcy——my hand drops motionlefs on the 
paper; and I have hardly ftrenath enough left to 
write down my wifhes for the reftoration and hap- 
pinefs of our young mafter, Lewis XVI. Domine 
fatcum fac Regem ! 


rE 


I interrupted my narrative of the 2d of Septem- 
ber, to pay the tribute that was due from me to 
the memoty of my King.—I do not thick 1 can 
conclude this Introduétion to my fecend volume 

better 
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better than by a fummary account of forme parti- 
culars but little known refpecting the laft moments 
of Lewis XVI. with a copy of his will. This will 
was deemed the fineft funeral Oration that cosid 
be uttered in praife of his vutues; and it vie 
in the Spanith embaffador’s chapel in Londén, on 
on Monday the 28th of January, amidft the fighs 
of a deeply affected congregation of Englith and 


French, 
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PARTICULARS 


Reffksting the laff moments, and the execution of 
LEWIS XVU. 


IT was on Sunday the 2oth of January, at four 
o’clock in the afternoon, that the King, after 
having heard his fentence, got leave to fee his 
wife, his fitter, and his children, who were totally 
ignorant of his fate. On his entering the room 
where they were, thefe unfortunate princeffes 
thought, by the ferenity of his countenance, that 
he was juft acquitted ; and gave way to the tranf- 
ports of the moft lively joy: but the King foon 
undeceived them, telling them, on the contrary, 
that he wes come to take his laft farewel of them. 
No words can paint the diftraction of the family at 
that moment. The Queen fprung againft the iron 
bars of the windows, uttering the moft piercing 
fhrieks, and invoking the pity of every feeling 
heart. The Princefs Elizabeth and the Princefs 
Royal clung to the King’s knees. During this 
heart-rending fcene, the Dauphin found means to 
get out; and was not difcovered ull he got into 
the middle of the yard, near the gate that opens 
into the ftreet. Being there ftopped by the 
guards, he cries, he groans, he begs of them to let 

him 
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hirt through: but where do you want to go? faid 
one of thofe barbarians, affe€led by his beauty and 
his tears. J want io go, replied he, { want to go 
and beg the people not to put my Papa to death: catl 
God! do not binder me from fpeaking to them ttand 
with his weak arms he {trove to remove the infur- 
mountable obftacles that were oppofed to him. 


The King ftaid two hours with his family. It 
was the firft time, fince his imaprifonment, that he 
faw them in private, and without witneffes. The 
parting moment was dreadful, though they hoped 
to fee him again next morning. The Queen, 
quite raving and diftraéted, held the King’s knees 
with her arms fo clofely clafped in convulfive 
agony, that two men were obliged to exert their 
whole ftrength to difengage his Majefty. The 
Princefs Elizabeth and the Dauphin were ftretched 
on the floor at the King’s feet in a ftate of the 
moft dreadful delirium: the princefs royal lay 
upon her bed totally fenfelefs and expiring: fuch 
was the ficuation of this unfortunate family, when 
the King was obliged to withdraw. 


He returned to his own apartment without 
uttering a fingle word, his head refting upon both 
his hands. As foon as he entered, he fell upon 
his knees, and {pent the whole evening in prayer. 
He went to bed about midnight; flept fome 
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hours; and when his valet de chambre came inte 
the room next morning, melting into tears, the 
King took him by the hand, and faid; you ave 

wg wrong, Cléit, to grteve fo much: thofe who are 
kiad %uongh firll to love me, ought rather to reyoice ab 
feemg May fufferings draw near to their end. He then 
went to prayer; and at cight o’clock, notice was 
given him, that every thing was in readinc{s. He 
went down ftairs with a firm ftep; croffed the 
court-yards; and feveral times turned his cyes, 
towards the tower where the Queen and his family 
were confined, Then ftirring himfelf up, as if ta 
fortify his heart, he flepped into the mayor’s coach 
with his confeffor, and two officers of the national 
cavalry, who had oiders to put him to death, if 
any attempt fhould be made to refcue lum. The 
whole way from the Temple to Lewis the 
Fiftechth’y Place, which is above two miles, was 
lined on both fides with four continucd iows of 
national guaids, confifling of more than twa hune 
dred thoufand men. Conflernation was vifible in 
every face: fome fhed tears; but they caiied no 
farther the teftimonies of their concern fur the 
unheard of misfortunes of the n.oft virtuous of the 
fixty kings who had reigned over France. 


They were two hours going fiom the Temple 
to Lewis the Fifteenth’s Piace. During that time, 
the King 1ead the priycis of the dying, and {poke 
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to his confeffor. When he reached the Place, 
where a {caffold was erected near the {pot where 
his grandfather’s ftatue ftood even fo late as the 
roth of Auguft, as his prayers were not yet eng@ea, 
he concluded them with the utmoft compgiure ; 
alighted from the carriage very calmly; tdok off 
his riding coat himfelf, and remained in a white 
under waiftcoat; untied his cravat; opencd his 
fhirt, fo that his neck and breaft were uncovered ; 
and then falling upon his knees to receive his con- 
feffor’s laft benediction, he immediately rofe, and 
afcended the {caffold alone. It was at this dread- 
ful moment that his confeffor, tranfported with his 
courage and his virtues, fell upon his knees, and 
lifting up his eyes and hands towards him, cried 
out with a Joud voice, Son of St. Lewis, you ave 
afcending to heaven. 


When the King got upon the fcaffold, he faid 
that he wifhed to {peak to the people. The three 
men, who were to execute him, told him, that 
they muft firft tie his hands, and cut off his hair, 
‘Tie my bands! {aid the King ina fort of paffion ; 
but fuddenly recovering himfelf, he added, Do 
what you pleafe: it is the laff facrifce. When his 
hands were tied, and his hair cut off, he faid, I 
‘bope I fhall now at leaft be permitted to fpeak ; and 
fuddenly turning to the left of the fatal block, he 
with aloud and firm tone ordered the drums to 
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ftiop. Some remains of refpect made his orders be 
inftantly obeyed; and the King, availing himfelf 
pt that moment’s ftillnefs, / die, faid he, very inno- 
cemof all the pietended crimes laid to my charge: I 
fogNe thofe who are the caufe of my misfortunes: I 
even wih that my blood may promote the bappine/s of 
Frauve; and you, unfortunate people....... Here San- 
terre, who commanded the guards, gave a fignal 
to the drums to drown his voice; and cried out 
to the King, that he was not brought to that place 
to fpeik, but to die. The thrce monfters, who 
were commuffioned to perpetrate the guilty deed, 
dragged him to the fatal machine; and his head 
was inan infant fevered from his body, One of 
them then took it up and fhewed it to the mob, 
upon which fome fhouts were heard of the natton 
for ever! the republic for ever ! 


Some of the eye-witneffes affert, as a pofitive 
fact, that the Duke of Orleans, and the Duke of 
Chartres were prefent at the execution. One thing 
at leaft 1s certain, that fuck an additional proof of 
their infamy could not increafe the horror they 
already excite. 


The corpfe of the unfortunate monarch was 
buried in Magdalen Church-yard, between the 
Swifs who were maffacred on the tenth of Auguft, 
and the people who were crufhed to death by 
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the crowd in the rejoicings at his marriage in 
1770. Quick lime was thrown upon his corpfe 
to haften its diffolution, The Affembly had b 
an exprefs deciee forbid any citizens being fen 
in the flreets, or even at the windows, /Vhile 
the King was carried along, or during the exe- 
cution. The place round the fcaffold was cioud- 
ed only with prkemen and the loweft of the rabble. 


While they were conveying the King from the 
Temple to the place of execution, the train was 
followed by two men in aims, who went into all 
the coffie-houfes, and public places, (where 
every body was melting into tears) and afked 
with loud crics, sf there were fitll any loyal fub- 
Jetts left, who were ready to die for their King ? 
But fuch was the univerfal terror that nobody 
joined them; and they both arrived; without 
any increafe of thar party, at the place of execu- 
tion, where they flipped off in the crowd. 


It is now certain, that fome timid people, 
fhough well affected to the King, had toimed 
an affociation of eighteen hundred peifons, who 
were to cry out pardon, before the execvtion. But 
of thofe eighteen hundred cowards only one man 
had the courage to do his duty, and he was in- 
ftantly torn to pieces by the populace. Happy 
man! to die for his King, and to be no longer 
doomed to bewail the infamy of his country ! 

LEWIS 
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LEWIS THE SIXTEENTH’s WILL. 





N the name of the moft Holy Trinity, 'the Fa- 
ther, the Son, and the Holy Ghoft.—On this 
25th day of December, 1792, J, Lewis by name, 
King of France, having been above four months 
impifoned with my family in the tower of the 
‘Lemple at Paris, by thofe who were cnce my fub- 
jects; and having been deprived of all intercourfe 
whatever, even with my own family fince the rith 
inftant ; being alfo involved ina profecution, the 
iffue af whichy from the nature of human paffions, 
it 1s impotfible to forefee, and for which no pre- 
tence or juftification can be found in any law 
exifting; having no other witnefs to my thoughts 
than God alone, to whom I can addrefs myfelf, I 
here declare in his prefence my laft will and fen- 
timents, 


I bequeath my foul to God, my creator: I be- 
feech him in his mercy to receive it, and not to 
judge 1t according to its own merits, but by thofe 
of our Lord Jefus Chrift, who offered himfelf up 
as a facrifice to God his father, for us men, hows 
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ever unworthy we were of it, and I above all 
others. 


I die in the communion of our Holy Moftier, 
the Catholic, Apoftolic and Roman Church¢ that 
derives her powers by an uninterrupted fucceffion 
from St. Peter, to whom Chrift had intrufted 
them. 


I firmly believe and confefs what is contained 
in the Creed of the Apoftles and of the Church, 
the Sacrainents and Myfteries, as they are taught, 
and have always been taught by the Catholic 
Church. I have never prefumed to fet myfelf up 
for a judge of the different tenets and opinions that 
give rife to fchifms in the Church of Jefus Chrift ; 
but I have always left them, and fhaJjl always leave 
them, if God {pares my life, to the becifions of 
the higher order of the clergy in communion with 
the Holy Catholic Church, according to the uni- 
form difcipline of the church ever fince Jefus 
Chrift. I pity with all my heart our brethren who 
‘may be in error; but I do not pretend to judge 
them, nor do I love them all lefs in Jefus Chrift, 
as Chriftian charity directs us. 


I befeech God to forgive all my fins: I have 
fcrupuloufly endeavoured to come at a perfect 
knowledge of them; to deteft them; and to hum- 
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ble myfelf before him. As I cannot call in the 
afiftance of a Catholic priefl, I befeech God to 
accept the confeffion I have made to him of them, 
ana above all my profound forrow for having put 
my name (though it was againft my will) to {me 
ats which may be contrary to the difcipline and 
faith of the Catohlic Church, to which my heart 
is fincerely attached. 1 befeech God to aocept my 
firm refolution, if he fpares my life, to call in, as 
foon as it is in my power, the affiftance of a Ca- 
tholic prieft, to give me abfolution of all my fins, 
and to adimuinifter to me the facrament of re- 
pentance, 


I beg of all thofe, whorn I might have inadver- 
tently offended, (for I do not recolleét having in- 
tentignally gwen offence to any body) or thofe, 
to whom I might have fet a bad example, or given 
occafion of fcandal, to forgive me the injury they 
may think J have done them. 


I beg all charitable people to join their prayers 
to mine, in order to obtain from God the forgive- 
nefs of my fins. 


1 forgive, from my foul, thofe who have become 
my enemies, without any provocation on my part; 
and I befeech God to forgive them, as well as 
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thofe, who, from a falfe, or mifguided zeal have, 
done me much injury. 


J recommend to God my wife, my children, my 
fitter, my aunts, my brothers, and all thofefwho 
are connected with me by the ties of blood, or in 
any other manner whatever. 1 befecch God, more 
efpecially, to look down with an eye of pity on 
my wife, my children, and my filter, who have 
been fo long my fellow-fuflerers; and to fupport 
them by his divine grace, fhould they come to 
lofe me, and during their continuance in this tran- 
&eary life. 


l recommend my childien to my wife’s care: I 
never had the leaft doubt of her maternal affection 
for them: I defire her, above all thitigs, to make 
them good Chriftians, and honeft people; to teach 
them to look upon the grandeurs of this world, 
(fhould it ever be their doom to experience any) 
only as dangerous and perifhable goods, and to 
turn their eyes to the only folid and lafting glory 
of eternity: I beg of my fifter to continue her 
tendernefs towards my children, and to be unto 
them asa mother, in cafe they fhould have the 
misfortune to Jofe their own. 


I beg of my wife to forgive me ail the wrongs 
fhe fuffers on my account, and whatever vexation, 
or 
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or uneafinefs I may have given her in the courfe of 
our union; as fhe may be fure that I bear nothing 
in mind again{t her, fhould the think any part of 
her condut in the fmalleft degree blameable. 


I mhott earneftly conjure my children, next to 
their duty to God, which is to take the lead of 
every thing, to continue united among themfelves ; 
fubmiffive and obedient to their mother; and 
grateful to her for all her cares and fuffeiings on 
their account, and in memory of me. 


I beg of them to look upon my fifter as a fecond 
mother, 


Irecommend to my fon, in cafe it fhould ke 
his misfortuge to be made a king, to think, thae 
it is his uty to give himéelf up wholly to the fer- 
vice and happinels of his fellow citizens; that tt is 
his duty to forget all enmity and refentment, par- 
ticularly whatever may relate to my misfortunes 
and forrows; that he can never promote the hap- 
pinefs of the people but by ieigning according to 
the laws; but, at the fame time, thar a King can- 
not keep up areverence for thofe hws, unlefs he 
is poffeffed of neceflary authority, without which, 
being fettered in his operations, and commanding 
jo refpedt, he is more detrimental thin wfeful. 
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I recommend to the care of my fon all thofe 
perfons whe were attached to me, as far as his 
fyture circumftances may afford him the means of 
fo doing ; and beg of him to confider that it is a 
facred debt which I have contraéted with the 
children and relations of thofe who have loft'their 
lives for me, and next of thofe who have been in- 
volved in misfortunes on my account. 


1 know there are feveral of the perfons that were 
once attached to me, who have not fince behaved 
as they ought, and who have even fhewn fome 
ingratitude; but I forgive them; (in moments of 
confufion and ferment one is not always matter of 
one’s felf) and I beg of my fon, if ever he fhould 
have an opportunity, to think only of their mis, 
fortune. 


I with I could here with propriety make my 
particular acknowledgements to thofe who have 
manifefted a real and difinterefted attachment to 
me: if, on the one hand, I was deeply afflicted at 
the bafenefs and frantic hatred of fome people 
whom I had always treated kindly, conferring 
favours on them, their relations, and their friends ; 
J had, on the other hand, the confolation to fee 
many proofs of voluntary attachment, and of the 
moft difinterefted concern. I beg of them to ac- 
cept of thefe my thanks: in the prefent ftate of 
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things, I fear I might expofe them to fome dah. 
ger, were Ito be more explicit: but I make it 
nne of my fpecial charges to my fon, to feek alt 
means he may ever have in his power of finding 
them out, and expreffing his juft fenfe of their 
fervices, 


I fhould, however, think myfelf guilty af afper- 
fing the honour of the nation, if I did not openly 
recommend to my fon Mefirs. Chamilly and Hue, 
whofe fincere attachment to me prompted them to 
fhut themfelves up with me in this melancholy 
abode, and who had like to be the unfortunate 
victims of their zeal. TI alfo recommend to him 
Cléry, with whofe care and attention I have had 
the greateft reafon to be pleafed, ever fince his 
being, with mg. As he is the only one who has 
ftaid with fne to the laft, I beg of the gentlemen 
of the common council to deliver up to him my 
cloaths, my books, my watch, my purfe, and the 
other litle effe&ts that wee committed to their 
care. 


I again very freely forgive thofe who thought it 
praife-worthy in them to treat me ill, and to fub- 
ject me to uneafinefs : I have met with fome feel- 
ing and fympathetic fouls: may they enjoy in 
their hearts the tranquillity which muft arife from 
‘heir way of thinking. 

D3 I beg 
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I beg of Meffrs. de Malefherbes Tronchet, and 
De Seze to accept thefe my moft grateful acknow. 
ledgements, and the affurance of my lively fenfe 
of all the pains they took on my account. 


I conclude with declaring, in the prefence of 
God, and at the eve of appearing before his tri- 
bunal, that I cannot reproach myfelf with any of 


the crimes that have been laid to my charge. 


This and a duplicate of it were written in the 
Temple-tower, on the 25th of December 1792. 


(Signed) 


LEWIS. 
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ExtraG of an Add: efs to the Primary Afemblies, 








When, before the opening of the 
States General, you acknowledged the neceffity of 
retaining the form of government which had con- 
tinued for fourteen centuries, there were foe men, 
who were determined to change that form, and ta 
make France a republic. 


Their conferences, their plans, their means, their 
agents were known. They founded thep firft club 
with this view, and depofited there the fecret of 
theit fyft¢m. They gained giound, and got them- 
felves declared the leaders of the popular party, 
without avowing any other purpofe but that of a 
free conftitution. From this moment, every mem-~ 
ber of the States General who wifhed to obtain the 
favour of the pcople, or who was ambitious of 
their confidence, was obliged to join this firft re- 
volutionary party, that never ceafed its exertions 
fince January 1789. 


Da Thus 
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Thus the majority of the firft Affembly con- 
fitted of two defcriptions of men, one of which fe- 
cretly aimed at deflroying royalty, and the other 
only of limiting its power. The latter party were 
the more numerous, but the others were the more 
active and cunning. Theformer, under the name 
of conftitutionalifls, being always threatened with 
the lofs of their popularity, and deceived by their 
inexperience, their vanity, and the falfe glare of 
their own imaginary knowledge, fuffered them- 
felves to be hemmed into a circle, where they vain- 
ly ftrove to fix monarchy, after they had concurred 
in pulling down all its props. The republicans 
had told them, that, in order to form a good con- 
ftitution, it was neceflary to break all the main- 
fprings, and difperfe all the tools of the old go- 
vernments, Hence arofe infurrections, confufion, 
outlawries, countenanced at firft by men who have 
been outlawed in their turn, on their perceiving 
that they had been made dupes of, and on their 
wanting to fet bounds to anarchy, and to organize 
that chaos of a conftitution to which they had 
given birth. 


Sieyés, Condorcet, Briffot, Buzot, Petion, Gre- 
@coire, and fome of their auxiliaries, more confiftent 
in their proceedings, had gained from the new 
conftitution what they wanted, the power of the 

people, 
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people, and the impotence of the monarch. There 
was only one ftep more to annihilate royalty: all 
they had to do was to make the King odious, and to 
{pread fufpicions of his crimes and his plots againft 
the nation. As they alone were the acting part of 
the nation through the medium of their clubs; as 
they were pofleffed of all the means of exciting at- 
tacks upon the King and his adminiftration, by 
clogging the only active power he had, and libel- 
ling that which he had not ; it was eafy for them 
to advance gradually by riots, and impeachments 
to the Jafl cataftrophc, whence a republic was to 
{pring forth, But though the founders of this 
fyftem had fhewn themfelves fuperior to the poli- 
tical fillinefs of the fiamers of the conflitution, 
they remained upon a level with them, as to the 
choice of mc oqns, and of agents, and in their ina- 
-bility to fufefee the confequences that might arife 
from the premature unravelling of their plot. 


A third party, whofe leader had alfo his views, 
tu(bed into the heart of the battle. Philip Equa- 
lity, in order to gain the firft rank of popularity, 
marched in the van of the republicans, who fan- 
cied they could make him ufeful ;“ but thofe who 
had laid the plan, and prepared the way to the 
tenth of Augult, were unable to fet bounds to its 
multiplying effects. Among other things, it pro- 

duced 
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duced the common council of Paris. Theti Ma 
rat, Danton, Robefpierre, took the lead; and the 
butcheries at Pasis and Verfailles ftruck difmay 
into every modern Brutus, who now found he had 
a Cataline for his competitor. 


Thus the anarchy-men always marked out as 
ariftocrats, thofe who left their gang, to bring 
about any ferm of government. Both the one and 
the other always gave the name of defpotifm to 
the moft legal a&ts of the King’s admuniftration, 
as being contrary to the republican forms and 
principles. 


The charges brought by Marat and Robefpierre 
againft Roland, Briffot, and their party, are ex- 
actly of the fame ftamp, and in the fame language, 
as thofe which were brought againft Lewis XVI. 
by Briflot and Petion. They all breathe the fame 
{pirit, which is to pull down whatever they find 
ftanding, and to fet themfelves up in its ftead. 


This is what always happens, when the people, 
inftead of giving the fift impulfe, paffively re- 


ceived it. 
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CHAP. VII. 


Hiftory of the Anarchy from the Tenth of Auguft iilt 
the fecond of September, 1792. 


N a revolution brought about by fuch violent 
and atrocious means as that of the tenth of 
Auguft, every thing mutt have been thrown out 
of its place at once; and it was impoffible that 
France could even preferve the outward appear- 
ances of any government. All the adminiftrative 
bodies throughout the kingdom, {truck with afto- 
nifhment, knew not what to think ; and waited, 
in a fost of juspor, for the decrees of the infur- 
gent rulers, juft as the Tuikifh Bafhaws wait with 
refpet and refignation for the orders and the cord 
to be ftrangled with, from the Sublime Porte. 


The fpirit of the conftitution prevailed in thofe 
adminiftrative bodies, that were chiefly compofed 
of commoners ineafy circumftances. Thefe com- 
moners had turned the nobility and the clergy oue 
of their manors, their abbeys, and their public ape 
pointments : the property of the church, the emo- 
Juments of office, and the firft Reps to promotion 
in the army, were entirely at their difpofal, Their 
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pride was flattered in this new career ; and the no- 
tary, now become a colonel, and the clerk of the 
euftoms, a pr fdent sn his dutiuct, conunued to 
think La Fayette one of the greateft generals of 
the age, M. Defmeuniers the moft brilliant genius 
inthe univerfe, and M. du Frefne St. Leon, at the 
head of the department for liquidating the public 
debt, the moft accurate calculator in the whole em- 
pire Inaword, the former revolution had been 
the triumph of commoners : the latter was the tri- 
umph of butchers and of paupers: it was more 
atrocious, but, at the fame time, more confiftent 
than the former. 


The commoners, who had hardly recovered 
their fenfes fince their fudden rife to the giddy 
heights of power, were ftill more feayned at the 
yapidity of their fall. The weaknefs of the Pari 
rifian national guards, their only prop, left them 
quite tottering; and, with trembling hearts and 
lips, they now fliouted, in the prefence of the paf- 
Sve citizens, Equality for ever ! 


Thefe new infurgents feemed at firft to fubmit 
to the guidance of thofe who called themfelves the 
fages and politicians of the Affembly. Thus every 
one of the members who had urged on the decla- 
ring of war, and who had contributed to excite 
the ferment that brought abaut the infurrection, 

appeared 
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appeared to the rebels of the tenth of Auguft a 
great perfonage, nearly in the fame manner as the 
fupporters of the: decree for ftripping the clergy 
had borne away the firft palm of popularity. Brif- 
fot fucceeded Thouret and Mirabeau: declarations 
of war againft all the fovereigns in the world could 
already be difcovered in his ink-ftand ; and his 
very name, which was lately become proverbial, 
Jeft no doubt, in the minds of the defperate and 
the pennylefs, of his hearty wifhes for a complete 
revolution of property. The lower claffes of the 
people, who in every difturbance look only for an 
opportunity of bettering their own condition, 
placed the utmoft confidence in Briffot; and he 
enjoyed it till he took it into his head to melt 
down a few words refpecting law and order into 
the mafs of,hes revolutionary and diplomatic fren- 
zics. M. de Condorcet, whofe name had long 
been coupled with that of Briffot, never gained fo 
great a degree of popular confidence as the latter 
the circumftance of his having been a Marquis 
was always againft him : his adulation of thofe in 
power, and his fervile attendance 1n their anti- 
chambers, under the old government, could not be 
eafily forgotten: the more he now cringed to the 
people, they more they feemed to miftruft him 3 
and all his vices and his proftitution could not 
make them forgive-the crime of his having been 
born with a title. 

The 
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The popularity, which Briffot enjoyed for a 
year, obliges me to enter into fome details of fo 
‘eucommonly common a character. 


The fon of a cook at Chartres, without proper- 
ty, and almoft without hope, he had wandered 
through a college courfe, and the ftudy of the.law, 
ftruggling with mifery, and already goaded by the 
urgent defire of fome revolution. He firft em- 
ployed his time in compiling: to his compilations 
he added a retentive memory ; but that memory 
extinguifhed in him every ray of fancy: all {peci- 
ous ideas appeaied to him beautiful: he fer up 
for a philanthropift, while he completely detefted 
all that part of fociety that happened to be ina 
higher rank than himfelf ; irritated at his own na- 
kednefs, and quite crammed with }is philofophi. 
cal nonfenfe, he began to write at the ape of twenty; 
fo abfurdly circumftanced, that his candour had 
the air of fillinefs, and his wildeft tran{ports were 
cold and unaffecting. His name had appeared in 
many an advertifement, and many a profpectus ; 
yet the poor wretch had finifhed twelve volumes 
before it was hardly known either that he had been 
writing, or on what fubject he had written, Great 

ains have fince been neceflary to find out any 
ssaces of thofe works, which were fought for, merg- 
ly to expofe his firlt abfurdities. 
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Hunted by his creditors, teazed by his book- 
fellers, blamed by his coadjutors, Briffot quitted 
London, where he had endeavoured to eftablith a 
Lyceum out of a borrowed fund. The only fuc- 
cefs of the attempt was to furnifh him with a pre- 
tence for getting into debt, and vith means of 
fubfiftence for a year. The fame diftrefs, which 
had driven him to England, drove him baak again 
into France. He met with 4 kind reception from 
the philanthropic fociety of the Friends of the 
Negroes: he there formed a connection, which ftill 
continues, with Claviere of Geneva, a vifionary 
like himfelf, a projector of delufive plans of ftock- 
Jobbing, as Briffot was a preacher of dangerous 
fyftems of innovation: both of them, driven from 
the refpective countries where thcy had refided, 
carefled, fupported, and cricd up one another: 
-tiéy faw the feeds of revolution in the arrogant 
blunders of M. Necker, and the plaufible errors 
of M. de Calonne: then fuddenly, in order to 
enrich the ftock of the new fociety by fome far- 
fetched doétrines, Claviere, who was better fup- 
plied with cafh than Briflot, difpatched his affociate 
to the United States of Amezica. 


Briffot, the very morning after his arrival there, 
began to ftudy the principles of American politics 
in the newfpapers : his former colleétions of trafh 
were foon enlarged with many a ferap from 
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gazettes and magazines; and, in the twinkling of 
an eye, he cut out a hiftory of the United States, 
and gf their commerce, which he publifhed in 
four large volumes, one after another. The report 
of a meeting of the States General quickly brought 
him to France. M. Necker had juft been telling 
the public that he himfelf was without ideas, or 
refources, and the government without money, 
when Briffot arrived’ with his ufual baggage of 
doctrines, confiderably enlarged by collections he 
had made in the Chefapeak. 


Had Briffot at that moment been returning 
from England, he would have borrowed all his 
political knowledge from De Lolme and Black- 
fione: he would have pointed out the beft model 
of all conftitutions and of national Jappinefs in 
the juft equipoife and independence of three pow>- 
ers, eftablifhed as in England: he would have 
Jefe the French nobility in poffeffion of their 
peerage: and as he himfelf could not yet have 
had the qualifications neceflary to become 4 mem- 
ber of the Houfe of Commons, he would have 
given up to others more fortunate the advantage 
of having themfelves proclaimed the men of the 
feople, under the King’s windows: he would have 
been at firft content with fome moderate appoint- 
qment under.a popular minifter, and would after- 

wards 
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wards have gradually rifen to every thing he 
withed; for it cannot be denied, that wherever 
there are any particles of democracy in a conjgus 
tion, babbling gives a man great confequence, and 
Briffot was loquacious enough. 


But he was juft come from a new country, a 
country clapt on to the back of the old world, 
country that did not yet contain the tenth part of 
its poffible population, a country, in fhort, which 
was furrounded only by feas and by favages. In 
fuch circumftances, the people of that country, as 
yet uncorrupted, and unconfined by any limits of 
nattow territory, were not abandoned to the paf- 
fions and enmities, which in Europe have long 
been owing to the origin and difproportion of 
men’s fortyaes. Moveable property, not being 
yet greater than the landed property there, left, in 
fome fort, to Providence the care of governing 
that infant ftate ; and the people wanted but very 
few political regulations for their fecurity. Briffot, 
who always adapted every thing to his own parti- 
cular circumftances, upon feeing Doctor Franklin 
taifed by real abilities from the huuzble ftation of 
a journeyman printer to the moft refpettable rank 
in congrefs, faid to himfelf, [am poor, as well as 
be was, and I alfo have been a printer’s devil: 
ket us make France like Amerya: let ug firft fet up 


Bu naw 


[ 6% 


newfpapers ; and we fhall foon be legiflators: by ree 
maining poor, we may get the reputation of virtwels 

perhaps, I may one day become the Franklin, and 
Chaviere, my patron, the Robert Morris of the French 
republic. 


Thus Briffot, by compofing, at his return, an 
enormous volume on the Principles of Natsonad 
Affemblies, by eftablifhing the printing-office for 
the French Patriot, by continuing his daily com+ 
pilations, and difcovering at all the meetings in 
his diftri&t that affiduity which is the grand cha- 
racteriflic of a rebel, or a fool, by thefe means, I 
fay, Briffot acquired that c/ub-1 eputation, which has 
fince rifen to fuch a height as to gain him the 
efteem of fome noblemen in a neighbouring king- 
dom. 


He was become a member of the legiflative 
affembly ; and he, too, had fworn to maintain the 
conftitution of 1790! Afrer having efteemed La 
Fayette, as long as he thought him capable of 
deftroying the very name of the French monarchy, 
and of acting the part of a Wafhington, he flung 
him off with contempt, as foon as he faw him ftop 
in the revolutionary career, on a level with royal 
democracy and he never ceafed afterwards to vilify 
that general, till the overthrow of his conftitutien, 
was effected, and till, in the room of a royal 
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democracy, they had fubftituted a repul*ic, perfeét im 
thity and indiurfbility, two things equally ggbfurd 
and incoherent, and which carry in themfelves she 
feeds of their own deftruction. In fact the Freffch 
republic is no more like the focderal government 
of America, than the conftitution was like the 
Englifh monarchy. Briffot then has only eopied 
after General La Fayette in rebellion and folly: 
the fame fuccefs no doubt awaits him; for in 
revolutions, and when once the will governs in- 
ftead of reafon, the “moft violent charaéter is the 
moft rational, and the moft cruel is the moft con- 
fiftent. 


Briffor, whofe bufinefs was to harafs the execu 
tive power of the conftitution, had been placed at 
the head gfathe diplomatic committee. Twenty 
féports, two hours long each, refpecting the mir 
niftry, Auftria, the colonies, and foreign powers, 
to caft an eye over which muft be tirefome 
enough to the reader, are ftrong proofs of the 
refolution or madnefs of thofe who had the pa- 
tience to liften to them. He caufed M. de Lef- 
fart to be imprifoned: he taifed difturbances in 
the colonies: he began the war: he accufed the 
King: he led the way to the crime of crimes: he 
gaufed the blood of above fifteen thoufand indt- 
viduals to be fhed; and when the fupreme judge 
will call him to an account, fooner or later, for 
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the-havoc committed through his influence, he 
moay.ftill fay, J was not, however, a bad man! I too 
have written agsinff the horrid deeds of Marat and 
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Vile hypocrite ! of what confequence is it, that 
you had not ftrength enough yourfelf to {pill the 
blood of your victims; or that you did not 
butcher with your own hand the eight thoufand 
prifoners in September? You {poke the words 
and death, famine, peftilence have been the con- 
fequences of your perfidious harangues, and your 
mendacious writings. You may now call yours 
{elf the moft humane of affaffins; and the moft 
honeft of plynderers; you may even boaft of the 
friends you have in foreign countries, and they 
may pride themfelves on the honougef your sc- 
quaintance: I believe nobody will envy them that 
deteftable fatisfaction ! 


Briffot had got into his cruel fcheme that depu- 
tation from Bordeaux fo well known under the 
name of Girondins: three of them having emi- 
aently diftinguifhed* themfelves, a fketch of their 
characters will render ic unneceflary to ,fpeak of 
the-reft. Thofe three were Gaudet, Vergniaux, 
and Genfonne, all of them Jawyers.—-For a long 
time unknown, or defpifed at the bar in Bordeaux, 
they defperately plunged into the revolution: 
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born in a country, of which livelinefS and fwagle 
gering feem to be the genuine growth, they? 
brought with them from the banks of the 
ronne fome ideas, a good ftock of pride, and ftilt 
more poverty. Always ready to make the moft 
of every circumftance that offered, Genfonne 
pulled down the French monarchy with the fame 
hand he had employed in 1780 to take off the 
horfes from Prefident Le Barthon’s carriage, and 
to draw it himfelf. Guadet, who was always upon 
the hunt for objects to exercife his babbling and 
his enmity, could do nothing elfe but hate and 
babble. Vergniault was at once carried away by 
the torrent that had raifed him to be a member 
of the Affembly. His firfl fpeeches there breathed 
only republicanifm: he thought only of Brutus: 
he required aly axes to cut off the heads of thofe 
whom he called rebels. What a wretch! not to 
fee, that, by thus leaving it to opinion alone te 
apply the words traitor and rebel, he was laying 
himfelf open to charges of the like nature. His 
refidence at Paris, and his intercourfe with fome 
focieties who confented to admit him as a mem« 
ber, foftened his republican ftiffnefs a little: he 
became by degrees a royalift He had been ob- 
ferved to fhed tears on the 20th of June. Some 
hopes were formed of him; but it foon appeared 
how ill founded they were. His eloquence, and 
dil his powers were loft to the caufe of royalrys 
and 
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and-this is what muft happen, when a man’s cofis 
duQ is regulated by principles of temporary con. 
wenience, and when his honour is as fading as 
a flower that blooms in the morning, but droops 
and withers away before night. This alfo thews 
the dignity and importance of the inftitution of 
nobility and gentry, who are bound, as it were, by 
their rank, to be the incorruptible guardians of 
honour and loyalty, and whofe virtue is thereby 
fecured againft the fhocks of misfortune, or the 
temptations of momentary intereft. 


Young Ducos, the fon of a rich merchant of 
Bordeaux, alfo followed Briffor’s ftandard. He 
was the forlorn hope of the faction. He was always 
pufhed forward, whenever the Feusllants were to 
be fcoffingly attacked. His fallies gf iuw bumour 
were looked upon as happy conceits; and™his 
puns got him the reputation of a wit. But he was 
fufpected of having no command of his tongue, 
on which account he had never rifen to the honour 
of a report, but had remained as a very fubordinate 
agent among his colleagues. 


Grangeneuve, another of the Bordeaux mem- 
bers, had made no noife in the Affembly, but by 
his fcuffle with one of his own brotherhood, 
Jouneau, who gave him a handfome threfhing, 
and who, for having threfhed him, was committed 

to 
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to the Abbey-prifon, where he had like to lofe 
his life among the butcheries of the 2d of Sep» 
tember. 


Such were the Septemvirs, who added their cor- 
ruptions and their frenzies to the political dic- 
tionary which Briffot had been ten years compi- 
ling from the debates in Englith and American 
new{papers. For it is a matter worthy of remark 
that the people, intoxicated with novelty and inno- 
vation, wilhed for fomething in the fhape of a 
legal fantion to their revolt ; and Briffot was the 
very man the agitators wanted. His poverty made 
him daring: his memory was his great talent; 
and his populauty fprung from his meannefs and 


his profsentyyn. 


Such wete the men, who concerted for a year 
the dethroning of the King, univerfal war, and 
general anarchy, in order to fubflitute for the 
dreams of their predeceffors fome {ubtleties a little 
more metaphyfical, but a little more impracticable 
alfo. The ridiculous conflitution was deftroyed, 
to exhibit afterwards a ftill more ridiculous plan 
of primary affemblies exercifing the right of pers 
petual election, of a fingle legiflative body always 
impeaching, and of twenty-five millions of people, 
Always in the forum, appointing or trying their 
agents, and whofe diffolution or renewal may be 
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every inftant authoritatively demanded by any one 
jodividual, even a fool or a madman ;—a project 
fo abfurd as to excite at once the pity of neigh 
bouring nations abroad, and the > .tui pt oi the 
butcher...2 nation at home, 


It was toaccomplith this wretched purpofe, that 
the unfortunate monarch was imprifoned, that he 
was cut off from all intercourfe with his fubjeéts, 
and, that, in order to have him condemned and 
executed, the public was to be amufcd with the 
phantom of a Convention, the’ compofition and 
crimes of which ought even then to have been 
very naturally forcleen, as we now forefee its dread- 
ful punifhment *. 


It 


* I do not with to take any farther notice of M. de Condorcet. 
My difcuffion of his ftatement is enough to give a proper idea of 
the man and his principles I fhall only add, that this framer of 
the new French code has juft proved, that every {pectes of con- 
fitency or principle laid down by any man whatever will be the 
fevereft criticifm on his conduct, and that of his colleagues. At 
the clofe of his new conftitutional rhapfody, the philofopher feems 
to pride himfelf for affedting to abolish capitvi punifhments, but 
the rebel, apprehending the inferences that might be drawn from 
this, and defirous of at once crufhing his enemies, and juftifying 
the paft, allows the Affembly the right to pafs fentence of death 
whenever it may think proper. It is eafy to fee that the Affenj- 
bly having the fame paffions as himéelf, the philanthropy of the 
phiofopher will not endanger the intereft ofthe rebel. It is then 

obvious, 


{ 75 } 


It was alfo in order to lead him to a {caffold, 
that they made the King quit his palace, and move, 
as it were, dackwards, to take refuge in the Na- 
tional Affembly. Ah! no doubt, it would be a 
crime in a loyal fubyect to ditturb his athes after fo 
pure a ‘life, and fo heroical a death: but I cannot 
fupprefs one verv important truth, namely, that a 
King fhould never refolve to overftep his proper 
limits, exce pt with a view of advancing forwards : 
the in?rument, which bends, ceafes to be ufeful; 
and every action, that is truly great, proves always 
advantageous in the end. 


I now enter upon the detail of the combined 
operations of the Legiflitive Affembly, and of the 
Revol ty Common Council. It is impoffible 
noi to fee{the utmoit reludlance at being obliged 
to1ake up filth and blood in fearch of the names 
that are to be handed down to the execiation of 
poftertty; but ina hiflory of crimes and misfor- 
fortunes of every kind, the writer muft alfo exped 


obvious, that a feditious philofopher 1s twice more dangerous 
than the fevereft defpot, as all his fine feelings only inchng 
him to relax the Jaws of coercion or icftiaint, while he retains 
the power of arbitrarily pointing the axe at whoever might dare 
to oppofe his views. From this principle, which has the double 
effe& of counterafting what repreffes, and encouraging what op. 
aprefles, a fyftem of public admuiftiation muft arife, a thoufan 

times more intolerable than the moft cruel tyranny, which hasét 


leaft the merit of reprefling at the {2me time that 1t oppreffes. 
to 
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té bé fubjécted to fome difagreeable incoitte. 
dence. 


I thall divide this period into different parts ¢ 


Firft, The exertions of the Affemnbly, and of 
the miniftry to corrupt the opinion of the depart- 
ments, and to prepare the King’s impeachment 
and trial : 


¢ Secondly, The military meafures of the Affim- 
bly, with an account of La I'ayette’s laft effort and 


flight : 


Thirdly, The inflances of private revetige, the 
imprifonments, the cxecutions, the wemiciliary 
ifits, in a word, all the preptiatory fteps that led 
the way to the hoirors of the fecond and third of 
September, 


I hall then defcribe thofe abominable fcenes, 
the very account of which will make the reader’s 
hair ftand erect. Briffor eftablifhed the principlé 
in a decree: Marat will apply the confequences, 
and will thew the weaknefs or impotence of the 
daw when oppofed to him. We hall fee the Le- 
gifature giving its fanction to marder, twice fuc- 
‘ceffively, firft by its filence, and fecondly by fuf- 
pending the profecutions it had directed. 


Meajares 
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Meafures taken by the Affembly and the Minifiry to 
miflead public Opinion. Pi eparations for the King’s 
Trial. 


HE firft object of the Affembly’s endeavours 

was to miflead and corrupt the opinion of 

the departments, refpeCting the infurrection of the 

tenth of Auguft. All poffible means of feduétion 
and artifice were exerted for that purpofe. 


M. de Condorcet immediately drew up the fal- 
Jacious ftatement, a copy of which has been given 
in the Sixth Chapter of this work. Commiffioners 
from the “Agtinbly, and commiffioners from the 
Common Council were difpatched into all the de- 
partments, under the pretence of forwarding the 
raifing of troops, but in reality to complete the 
fcheme of general diforganization ; to render the 
governors odious and criminal in the fight of the 
governed ; to animate the wicked ; to difcourage 
the gaod ; to inflame the minds of men againft 
the King; and to preach up every where the chi- 
merical equality, which had ferved as a pretext for 
this fecond revolution, juft as the word Aiderty had 
been ufed to bring about the firlt ;—equality, a 
found which the people could not comprehend, 
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unlefs they faw it followed by a divifion of lands 
and of property. Merlin, Albitte, La Croix, 
Arena, Le Cointre, were the principal miffionaries 
fent to propagate the new doétrines; and they 
fully accomplithed the end of their miffion. The 
departments of the Somme, of the Seine and Oife, 
and of the Lower Seine, or, to {peak more intelli- 
gibly, Amiens, Verfailles, and Rouen faw the pub- 
lic mind immediately turn round towards the center 
whence the impulfe was given. Paris was acknow- 
ledged to have done right; and who, in faét, could 
gainfay it? That city always claimed the privi- 
lege of taking the lead in rebellion : it had con- 
quered: it contained twenty thoufand tygers thirft- 
ing for blood ; and could, at the firft report, let 
loofe tts Marfeillais, its banditti, ‘upon any refrac- 
tory department. The commanderegtRouen * 
made fome unavailing efforts in favour of royalty, 
after the tenth of Augult 3 but he was not fecond- 
ed, and was foon obliged to quit his country, and 
to feek in England a retreat from the profecutions 
with which the rebe] fa&tion honoured him. 


The commiffioners before-mentioned were parti- 
cularly charged to diftribute thoufands of thofe per- 
fidious pamphlets which the Affembly had printed 
under the title of Colleions, from Ng, 1.to No. XV. 


* The Duke of Liancourt, 
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of papers found in the King’s cabinet, and in the poffef- 
fion of M. de la Porte, Treafurer of the Civil Lift, and 
of M. de Montmorin, M. @’ Abancourt, 8c. 


Thofe indigefted collections, printed in a hurty, 
and as faft asever they were found, on loofe fheéts, 
were pretended copies of papers feized without 
any formality. No pains were even taken to afcer- 
tain their being genuine. It was one Gohier, an 
attorney from Rennes, and the Abbé Audrein, 4 
college pedant, known only by his debts and his 
impertinence, whom the Affembly had invefted 
with its powers to examine the authenticity: of 
icraps of paper, wmich had been obrained by vi0- 
lent means, and left in the care of M. de la Porte’s 
head clerk, and of fome other fubordinate agents ; 
—fcraps' thawwere altered or mutilated ; fragments 
of letters without any fignatures, and without any 
date ; plans of conftitutions ; memorials, to which 
no an{wer could be found ; and projects of which 
no part had ever been executed. Yet fuch papers 
were made the grounds of the King’s impeach- 
mert! I fhall give a more particular detail of 
them when J enter upon my narrative of this trial. 
\tis at prefent urineceffary to take any pains to in- 
fluence the reader’s opinian with refpect to a jum~ 
ble of abfitrd fidtions fuited to.the capacity and 
credulity of she mdb,+~a {tring of tavern and tap- 
room reports, and of che moi fhamelefs imputa- 
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tions, in which the Affembly, and all the news. 
paper fcribblers took great pains, and great plea- 
fure, no doubt, to difcover mighty proofs of a fe- 
ries of plots, not one tittle of which they them- 
felves believed. 


That fome idea, however, may be formed of 
them from a fhort fpecimen, we need only caft an 
eye on the exordium of Dufriche Valazé’s report 
on the fubjeét, the fixth of November. ‘ In 
ftriét compliance with your decree,” faid he, ‘ we 
never difcontinued our labours in the prefence of 
the members of the Committee of Infpection and 
of the Municipality of Paris. The papers were 
depofited in a room quite detached from that 
where we met: they were brought to us by the 
members of the Committee of Infpe@ion zppoint- 
ed by the common council ; and after being exa- 
mined, they were taken back to the fame place, 
where’ we are not allowed to enter; &c. &c. &c.” 
—Fiom thefe few words one truth at leaft is very 
evident, that the Committee of Infpetion belong- 
ing to the common council was charged with the 
careand management of thofe papers. But who 
were the members that compofed this Committee 
fo worthy of confidence? The very men who ordered 
ihe maffacres of September ! \t is impoflible to avoid 
fhuddering with horror at fuch a flagrant breach 
of common iuftice, fuch stotal difregard of every 

idea 
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idea of equity, and its terrible confequences, 
When we fee with what depth of villainy the meane 
ing of the moft innocent expreffions, and of the 
fimpleft things was twifted and perverted, without 
admitting any,explanation or difcuffion of them: 
when we reflect on fo much bafenefs united with 
fo much ferocity: when we behold impious fub- 
jects, bent on the murder of their King, abufing 
the facrilegious power which has been gathering 
ftrength in their hands from the crimes of three 
fucceffive years; muft not all nature cry out for 
vengeance; or, is there any chaftifement which 
can atone for and wipe out the infamy of a nation 
that has given birth to fuch montters ? 


In order more rapidly to fpread the effects of 
thofe printed libels on the King, the new executive 
power called to its affiftance all the newfpaper 
{cribblers of the party. who had taken care to make 
themfelves fole mafters of the field of public opi- 
nion, by caufing all their opponents to be butcher- 
ed, and their printing preffes to be deftroyed. 

laces and favours of every kind were conferred 
on thofe trumpeters of rebellion. Gorfas was made 
printer in the law-department : the King’s library 
was given to Champfort and Carra: Camillus Def- 
moulins and Faber d’Eglantine were appointed, the 
one fecretary to the great feal, and the other fecre- 
Taty to the chief juftice: Tallien became fecretary 
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to the common council: Maret, fhort-hand writes 
to the Monitor, received his credentials as agent for 
the rebellion in Brabant ; and the Abs¢é Noel, for- 
merly employed in copying and tranfcnbing by 
the Abbé Maury, and lately profeffor in the fixth 
clafs at the college of Lewis the Great, quitted his 
employment as editor of the Chrontcle, to fucceed 
the infamous Bonne Carrere in the direction of fo- 
reign affairs. 


After fuch treatment from the revolutionifts, it 
was not likely that thofe editors would be back- 
ward in excrting their efforts to delude and cor- 
rupt the nation. Forty thoufand copies of thofe 
inflammatory libels were through their means cried 
about, and diftributed in the provinces, Their 
zeal, no doubt, met with many other rewards 
which are eafily concealed under fome of the 
heads of fecret fervice money. Though flatements 
of this kind have not been made public, we may 
form fome idea of them from Gor/as, the moft 
candid of all his rafcally brethren. This man, 
after having quarielled with Danton, in order to 
join Roland’s party, confeffed that the latter 
always paid for a hundred copies of his newfpaper: 
ab uno, difce omnes: thefe were the men who ac- 
cufed the King of having given fome encourage- 
ment to the writers, who ftrove to inculcate a re- 
fpect for the conititution and for good order. 

I felr 
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I felt myfelf at one moment tempted to give 4 
fetch of the life and moral character of each of 
thofe poifoners of public opinion ; but I foon re. 
flected that it would be an abufe of the reader's 
complaifance. There are fome objects which 
fhould be kept at a certain diftance. Drunkennefs 
and ignorance forming the general charaGer of 
this clafs of men, a fort of reptiles, or rather mag- 
gots engendered from the putrefaction of 'the mo- 
ment, groveling, hateful, mean, wretched, ill- 
favoured, rapacious, reprimanded by the police, 
and ftigmatifed by the law, to defcribe one is to 
defcribe all, and to mention their names is drawing 
their portraits.* 


Marat, more confiftent than all of them, did 
not amufe himfelf with paying his court to the 
executive power, or foliciting is favours. Having 
foon got nd of a decree of impeachment in which 
Briffot’s party had involved him, he iffued forth 


* Noel and Maret have been lately feen in London in the cha- 
ratter of negociators, and dif{playing their impudence in all the 
pomp of a fcandalous equipage. The coo! contempt of govern. 
ment did them yuftice; but how torturing the fight of them mug 
have been to many of the refugees, once poffefied of vaft pro- 
perty, but now ruined and banifhed, and who might well fay 
upon this occafion, thofe ave the fcribbleis who have fubverted 
the whole order of fociety, to get, in their turn, carriages and 
artendans? 
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from his den, to go by his own authority, and rob 
the director of the King’s printing houfe of four 
pteffes, which the Affembly itfelf could never 
oblige him to reftore. 


Every one of the new minifters thought it his 
duty to follow the Affembly’s example, and, on 
his part, to lay before the fecondary agents a jufti- 
fication of the roth of Auguft, and of the mea- 
furcs purfued in the new fyflem that was entered 
upon under the aufpices of equality. Among thofe 
official papers, one is particularly remarkable, she 
addres fiom ihe mintfier of the home department 
(Roland) io the admimffrative bodies. It deferves 
to be recorded, were it for no other purpofe but 
to ferve as a leffon to the ambitious, and the fac- 
tious of every age. By comparing it to the late 
produétions of this revolution madman ; by con- 
trafting his republican frenzies with the rtfks he 
ran afterwards; his own {fcurrilous invectives 
again{t kings with Robefpierre’s declamatory at- 
tacks upon himfelf; his panegyrics on popular 
clubs with theirs impeachment of his conduct ; hif- 
tory will derive fome advantage from his tribula- 
tions. His example will ftrikingly illuftrate the 
folly of confidering men and conftitutions fyftema- 
tically ; and had this been the only piece of ufeful 
inftru@tion for which we were indebted to him, it 
would induce us to pardon fome of the extrava- 
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gancies of this old man, who, like Necker, has 
experienced all the dreadful ficklenefs of popular 
caprice.* 


* Roland and Claviere formed a fort of party in the council, 
and were fupported by Briffot and the members from Bordeaux 
in the National Affembly, and by Petion and Manuel in the 
municipality Servan, Monge, and Le Brun dared not have an 
opinion of their own. But the man among them, who ftruck 
the greateft terror,—the man, who with a frown, or a fingle 
glance of his fcowling eye, made all his colleagues tremble, was 
Danton, the minrfter in the law department. Roland, thunder- 
ftruck at the firft fucceffes of the Duke of Brunfwick, madea 
motion in council to quit Paris in good time, and to fecurea 
proper retreat thence with the hoftages in the Temple, all the 
remaining reams of the affignats, the archives of the Affembly, 
and the members of the legiflative body. All were feized with 
confternation. Danton alone oppofed the meafure : terror was 
the weapon he employed to make men fly to join the aimy ; and 
orders for the maffactes at the Abbey and the other prifons foon 
iffued from the Chan ery-Hotel. 


The 
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*¢ The Minifter of the Home Department's Addrefs to 
the Administrative Bodies.” 





as T the time of a revolution, Gentlemen, 

every day gives birth to new and ftriking 
events, which do not feem to have any neceflary 
connection with thofe of the day before. The 
feene is conftantly fhifting; individuals change 
their places; the minds of men are aftonifhed; 
and every body feels in his own breaft fuch fenti- 
ments as naturally arife from the principles he has 
adopted, or the paffions that influence him. Ad- 
miration and alarm are fpread abroad at the fame 
time ; and even the man, who totally forgets him- 
{elf in the important concerns of his country, is 
not quite inacceflible to thofe fhocks that are al- 
ways produced by great commotions. 


“ But all things are connected, by ftrong, 
though fometimes almoft imperceptible links, in 
the moral and political world, as well as in the 
great chain of the phyfical creation; and, notwith- 
ftanding the rapid, or fcarcely obfervable tranfi- 
tions of fome occurrences, the greater part of thent 

may 
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may be forefeen and calculated by a man of reflee~ 
tion, who impartially applies the experience of 
paft ages to the ftate of affairs at the prefent mo- 
ment, 


‘* This forefight, it muft be owned, requires too 
much philofophy and difintereftednefs, ever to 
have been the attribute of courts, the wretched 
abode of error, and of blind paffions. The habi- 
tual exercife of power is almoft always attended 
with audacity to attempt any thing, and a pre- 
fumption of fuccefs. Let us pity thofe unhappy 
cieatures whom fuch a habit blinded from their 
infancy, and whofe ruin it led the way to in an 
enlightened age. Let us be wife enough to guard 
any individual from fo dangerous a habit, which 
would make him look upon his own intereft as 
diftinét from that of fociety at large: let us fcru- 
puloufly tremble at the leaft approach to it oure 
felves ; and let our condu& be ftridtly regulated 
by the important leflons which our own hiftory 
affords us. 


‘* The nation, wearied by long oppreffion, and 
at length worked up to the higheft pitch of indig- 
nation by the exceffes of perverfenefs, being alfo 
well.informed of its nghts, 1efumed them in 1789. 
The Baftile was pulled down ; and the capricious 
‘edifice of a defpotic monarchy made room for a 

con- 
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conftitution raifed by our reprefentatives. As it 
was eftablifhed on facred and immoveable founda- 
tions, it would have been equally firm and un- 
fhaken, had it perfectly correfponded with them, 
or had its defects been foon perceived, 


“© Defects it certainly had: three years’ agita- 
tion and difturbance have brought them to light; 
but we might have remained longer unacquainted 
with them, had not the principal one confifted in 
leaving the court poffeffed of great means of cor- 
ruption. 


“ The people, threatened by powerful enemies 
from abroad, difquieted by the tools of malevo- 
lence at home, tired out by the delays and the 
treachery of adminiftration, rofe a fecond time, 
refolved to deftroy thofe fabricators of falfhood 
that {warm round the throne like voracious infects. 


*¢ Their juftice, the terrors of which were pro- 
portioned to their long fuffering, was farther pro- 
voked bya refiftance, the more cruel as it had 
been preceded by an impofing fhew of reconcilia- 
tion.—But let us throw a veil over details that 
mutt be always afflicting, as the blood of our fel- 
low-creatures was {pilt. How criminal are defpots 
jn caufing the ruin of fo many individuals, for the 
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fake of exalting fome mortals who lay claim to 
pretended privileges ! 


“ Defpotifm was deftroyed in 1789; but it is 
from 1792, that we muft begin to date the reign 
of equality. A brave and fpirited people have 
fhewn that they wifhed to eftablifh it, and that 
they are able to preferve it. Their courage pro- 
claims to the world, that they have nothing to 
fear; and that men are fure of conquering all op- 
pofition, when they once refolve to make a facri- 
fice of themfelves. 


“* Called back out of my retirement to the office 
of minifter for the home department, I re-enter 
the Irfts, fully fenfible of the dangers of the com- 
bat. I was before advanced to the fame poft, 
without having folicited it: I ftrove to fulfil its 
duties in an undaunted manner; nor did I feel 
any regret at my difmiffion, I now accept this 
great tafk again. It is the duty of every citizen 
to behold with the fame eye, and to face with 
equal compofure great toils, and glory, and death, 
without feeking, or dreading them. In entering 
upon this career, my firft care is to addrefs myfelf 
to thofe, who are to affift mein purfuing it. I 
with to explain my fentiments to you, Gentlemen, 
with that unreferved opennefs which every man of 
fenfibility and patriotifm delights in ;—with that 
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candour fo peculiarly worthy of liberty, which 
knows not the difguife or evafions of what formerly 
went by the little name of policy, becaufe aiming 
at no other end but the public happinefs, it has 
nothing to fupprefs, or to conceal. 


* We all have duties to fulfil, if not equally 
extenfive, at leaft equally refpedtable and intereft- 
ing. As the confidence of the people has affigned 
to us the glorious tafk of caufing the laws to be 
executed for their felicity, let us be deeply im- 
preffed with the dignity and importance of fuch 
an appointment. What! can the hope of felfifh 
happinefs in diftant fucurity make fanatics; and 
will not the immediate certainty of fecuring that 
of twenty millions of men fill the foul with enthu- 
fiafm ! 


*§ What a wretch that cold egotift muft be, 
whofe heart fecls no emotion at fo tranfporting 
an idea! He never deferved to fee his country 
{mile upon him; and he will never tafte the ex- 
quifite pleafure of devoting himfelf to its fervice. 


“* Gentlemen, we muft not affect an ignorance 
of this truth, that the late and bloody efforts of 
the initated people would not have been neceffary, 
if, al] thofe, in whom their confidence was placed, 
had. fhewn themfelves worthy of it;—if all the 
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perfons, whom they had intrufted with power, had 
remembered, that they were indebted for it and 
for their own high office to the conftitution, which 
could authorife no other exercife of fuch power 
but what tended to maintain and fupport that very 
conftitution. 


‘© This was a truth very eafily found out. Why 
then did people feem fo ignorant of it? Becaufe 
they were neither fincere nor honeft :—becaufe a 
great many pretended an attachment to the con- 
flitution, only to obtain the means of deftroying 
it, or making it fubfervient to their own intereft : 
becaufe they were not real lovers of liberty, and 
wanted no more of it than the advantage of having 
nobody above them, though they could not endure 
the idea of having nobody under them :—becanfe 
we were in general very corrupt; and the revolu- 
tion, which was the effect of enlightened under- 
ftanding, had depravity of heart to contend with. 
Hence thofe affertions fo warmly advanced, fo 
eagerly fpread abroad, fo loudly repeated, with 
refpect to the abjurdity of the new fy{tem of go- 
vernment, the impofibility of maintaining it, the 
crimes imputed to thofe who ftrove to defend it, 
and the pretended caba/s and feditrous {pirit of who- 
ever fhewed himfelf to be its fincere fiiend : when, 
in fact, there was nothing adfurd, but the defire of 
Tetaining the old plan of conduét in the new ftate 
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of things; nothing impofidle, but the monftrous 
alliance or conjunction of all the fottifhnefs of va- 
nity with the principles of eternal yuftice; nothing 
criminal, but the confpiracy of all felfith paffions 
againft equality ; nothing of a Jeditious or treafon- 
able tendency, but in the defigns of thofe who 
wrapped themfelves up in the cloak of law, the 
more effectually to defeat and to deftroy its fpirit. 
Hence alfo that filly hope, kept up by continual 
attempts, to bring back as much of the old fyftem 
as might flatter and confole the pride of a parti- 
cular caf, or clafs of men, whofe exiftence has 
every where proved highly dangerous: hence thofe 
plots againft popular affociations, which conftitute 
the very effence and firmeft fupport of liberty, 
The continuance of fuch affociations was fo necef- 
fary a confequence of the conftitution, fo fimple 
and fo juft an application of the acknowledged 
rights of men, that the adverfe party, unable to 
deny their lawfulnefs, could only impute to them 
fome inconveniencies. 


*¢ Thofe inconveniencies were, indeed, very 
great; for affoctations of men are always fatal to 
tyranny, and when they once begin to confer toge- 
ther under the protection of the law, it is impof- 
fible to opprefs them long. Certain words were 
therefore affected to impofe upon parties: a phan- 
toimimay, in fad, be at anv time fet up, and fuck 
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qualities may be afcribed to this bug-bear as eafily 

frighten the weak, and delude the filly. Hence> 
the name of Facobins was given to citizens who met 

at a particular place: this place was the rendez- 

vous of the members of the conftituent aflembly, 

and of the ardent patriots of the metropolis, The 
patriots of other cities followed their example of 
forming themfelves into focieties, and ccrief- 
ponded with them. From that moment a circula- 
tion of fentiments and of knowledge took place, 

the rapidity and fucceffive increafe of which itruck 
a terror into the admiyers of defpotifm. Thefe 
Facobins were reprefented as a foimidable power ; 

atrocious defigns were laid to thei charge; and to 

them was imputed every calamity; in order to 

reprobate, and to render fufpected and odious, in 

their name, all perfons who were attached to prin- 

ciples of equality. This plan, the feveral parts of © 
which were well combined, was purfucd with a 
degree of ability and ardour, the dilplay and effects 
of which will one day form a very important part 
of the hiftory of the revolution, and of that of ty- 
tants. But nobody can now be the dupe of fuch 
defamatory artifice :, the energy and jultice of the 
people muft crufh all the efforts of calumny. 


** According to the reprefentations of thofe 
wretched {cribblers, who were hired to libel the 
hation, one might have been led to fuppofe, that 
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Patis and France wete {plit into two equal parties, 
The inhabitants proved the very reverfe on the 
1oth [of Auguft]; and there is no longer any 
doubt refpe‘ting the object of our efforts and our 
battles : it is the triumph of equality. 


*‘ The revolution is juft compleated: let us 
make hafte to fecure its beneficent effects. Our 
reprefentatives have taken the oath of Aiberty and 
equality. Thefe two muft never more be fepa- 
rated : it is by means of them that you are to incul- 
cate a Jove for the laws; and it is for their fake that 
you are to enforce the obfervance and execution of 
thofe laws. There is now an end to all fubrerfuges, 
to all doubts, to all criminal hopes: if there be 
any one man among you, Gentlemen, who cannot, 
from the bottom of his heart, fwear to adhere to 
thofe facted principles, let him inftantly diveft 
himfelf of the character of a fervant of the public, 
a character, the duties of which he muft be equally 
incapable and unworthy of difcharging. 1 never 
ceafed to remind you of thefe duties when I was 
before in office: I now add, that the nation com- 
marids them to be ftri€tly obferved, and that I de- 
vote myfelf wholly to the care of maintaining 
them. 


“« The dangers of our country are not quite an- 
nihilated: while any remain, every ‘man is ac- 
countable 
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countable both for the good which he ought to 
do, and the evil he may have it in his power to 
prevent. No cifizep can be indifferent, without 
being criminal: jt is the duty of all to be vigilant 
and a@tive. In peace, confidence fhould prevail, 
and is highly proper: if is a glorious reward con- 
ferred on men in offye by their confticuents. But 
in war, particularly a war ogcafioned by an inter. 
nal revolution, miftruft is almoft a virtue; and 
when it operates to the difcovery of creafon, it 
affords a juft claim to public gratitude, 


* You will not delay therefore co apply to your 
own proceedings the law which declares that a}i of 
them fhould be public: fuch a law is paffed : its 
prompt and entire executiqn will do you honour. 
It is by making all proceedings public, that we 
can be certain of the opinion of the people; that 
we can obtain their confidence ; that we can do 
homage to their favereigaty; and that we can 
deferve ther praife. This notosiety yuttifies the 
intention of the good: it guards the weak from 
error: it proves, in fhort, that there are no men 
worthy of being looked at, byt thofe who are not 
afraid to fhew themfelves, 


“ Teis my duty, Gentlemen, to give you this 
early hint of the impreffion made on the Aficm bly 
by bitter complaints againft the fuperintending 

Hz magilirates 


[ 96 ] 


magiftrates in the provinces, for their tardinefs or 
their want of exaétnefs in publifhing laws, ad- 
dreffes, or other writings fent them by the National 
Affembly. This evident backwardnefs to pubhith 
laws or precepts particularly pointed at the pre- 
judices and errors of thofe magifterial bodies has 
been contrafted with their eagernefs to pick up 
and to circulate whatever could damp the ardour 
or weaken the fpirit of the public. A contraft fo 
ftriking has been viewed in fuch a light, that st 
behoves them to ufe every exertion to cancel all 
remembrance of it. 


“¢ As the prefent pofture of affairs requires the 
ercateft exaétnefs in all our meafures, I beg of 
you, Gentlemen, immediately to tranfmit to me 
the names, and furnames, mentioning at the fame 
time the former fituation or rank of the emigrants 
of your department, and of their wives and chil- 
dren, with their places of refidence, and an ac- 
count of the nature, extent, and other local cir- 
cumftances refpecting their eftates and property. 


“ T alfo beg of you to write to me as often as 
you can, in order to make me acquainted with the 
fentiments and fpirit of the people, with any fer- 
ment that may be excited, with the authors of 
fuch difturbances, and with the effects they may 
produce. 


°°] con- 
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s¢ T conjure you, Gentlemen, to give yourfelves 
up wholly to the happinefs of feconding a revolu- 
tion, which, were you not to concur in it, might 
terminate in fatal divifions; and which you can 
and ought to eftablifh with glory, 


“« Truftees of the power delegated to you by 
the people! continue to make their fovereignty 
loved and acknowledged: difplay it in all its ma. 
jefty to the friends of equality: make its force 
evident to the rath men who might be prefumptu- 
ous enough to doubt of it, and more efpecially to 
the rebels who might dare to difavow it.” 


** (Signed) ROLAND, 


°© Minyfer for the Home- Department.” 


T muft add to this curious piece of compofition 

a copy of the letter addreffed by the fame miniftet 
to all the municipalities, when he tranfmitted to 
them the jumble of printed papers, which I before 
took notice of. The king-killing partiality of this 
H3 mag 
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man appears there in the ftrongeft light. The 
bare reading of it is enough to thew how well he 
deferved the great reputation for virtue which he 
engrofled to himfelf. His panegytic on popular 
affociations, when we confider that the letter is 
dated the 1ft of September, and the debate which 
took place the very fame day in a popular com- 
mittee on the propriety of having him put under 
arre(t, form another contraft by no means unin- 
terefting. 


Paris, September 1ft. 
The fourth year of Liberty 5 
The firf of Equality.” 


‘ FRLLOW-CITIZENS, 


* THE 1nviorasiiiry of one 
man extended itfelf vo every confpirator. That 
fatal, though conftitutional word, being written 
gver the gates of the TAuiseries, afforded fanction 
and fecutity to the vileft and moft audacious plots 

that 
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that were carried on there. The people, filled with 
indignation at the too glaring infufficiency of the 
laws, tired of having no other bulwark for their 
defence but miftruft, and of having hitherto had 
no refource but in momentary and irregular com- 
motions, furrounded that new Baftille: the en- 
trance to it was broke open; and under the heaps 
of dead bodies, with which it was neceflary to ftrew 
thofe places, hitherto the fcenes of fo much trea- 
chery, proofs of the criminal defigns of the court 
were found, of the exiftence of which the zealous 
friends of their country had been lucky and {pirited 
enaugh never to entertain the leaft doubt. The 
matter no longer depends upon fufpicions or mif- 
truft. Written vouchers, fnatched from thofe ar- 
chieves of guilt, will now fhew the whole world 
what opinion they fhould form of thofe affected 
appeals to the conftitution and the laws, thofe 
oaths renewed with fo much complaifance, thofe 
hypocritical affurances of affection for the people, 
under the mafk of which affaffins were kept in 
pay, venal fcribblers were hired to write pamph- 
lets, the credit of our paper-money was cried 
down, regiments were bribed and corrupted, our 
armies were difperfed, our frontiers were left open 
and defencelefs, and in fhort, a plan of meafures 
was concerted for plundering our property, but- 
chering our. families, and giving a death-blow 

H 4 to 
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to liberty and to the fond hopes of human na. 
ture. 


* Such crimes cannot efcape with impunity, 
A great profecution is going to take place; and 
the national affembly difcharged one of the moft 
indifpenfable of its duties in collecting and pub- 
lifhing all the papers that are to be adduced as evi- 
dence in the trial. But in order to fecure at once 
the tranquillity of the empire, and the progrefs of 
this important affair, all doubt and uncertainty 
mutt be cleared up refpecting the facts attefted by 
thofe papers. Not one Frenchman mutt be left 
unacquainted with them. It is neceflary, thar, 
when the nation is to pronounce fentence, its opi- 
nion fhould be, if poffible, complete, general, una- 
nimous. 


«* If the importance and the rapidity of cvents 
had not prevented the National Affembly from at- 
tending to the moft effectual means of informing 
the public at large, it would have paffed fome de- 
crees no doubt for calling upon all the citizens of 
the empire to difcufs the great concerns of their 
country: and for making them acquainted with 
the ftate and courfe of fuch weighty proceedings. 
The neceffity of fome fteps of this kind was never 
more obvious than at the prefent crifis; and the ac- 

tivity 
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tiviry of government and the zeal of well-informed 
individuals muft endeavour to fupply the want of 
particular inftructions on this head. 


« In conformity, therefore, to the intentions of 
the National Affembly, numerous copies of all the 
papers refpe€ting the important difcoveries of the 
tenth of Auguft, aie at this inftant circulated 
through the departments. But the prefent mode 
of circulation tends unhappily to confine it to 
thofe who can read, and who have time for that 
purpofe. How then are we to be affured char a per- 
fect knowledge of the truth will find its way to fo 
many other valuable men, whofe want of educa~ 
tion and whofe continual labours deprive them of 
many opportunities of learning what is going for- 
ward, and of forming juft ideas of the intereft and 
concerns of the commonwealth? Yet thefe are the 
men, to whom fuch information is now of the 
moft preffing importance, as their fate, cheir happi- 
nefs and reftoration to their proper rank in fociety 
are chiefly at ftake in this prefent flruggle between 
the equality of all and the ufurpations pf a few. 


‘Jn fome placesa very plain, eafy cuftom ftill 
prevails, and which the law has even prefcribed as 
a point of duty to the officiating clergy, and that 
is to read fuch papers aloud to the congregations 
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of the people. This cuftom ought to be adopted 
every where; and in cafe of neglect on the part 
of the clergy, juftices of the peace, notaries, and 
all other perfons in public characters fhould exert 
themfelves to promote and keep it up. This 
would do honour to their zeal, and give dignity to 
their functions. It would even leffen the fatigue 
of their other labours: for the confidence of the 
people renders the duty of the magiftrate very 
eafy; and if men in public offices would ftrive to 
fecure that confidence, it would fave them a great 
deal of time and trouble, which they are too often 
forced to employ to fupply the want of it. 


“Tr is highly worthy of you, my fellow citizens, 
at this awful moment, to repair the bad effects of 
vegligence, and to endeavour to eftablith this cuf- 
tom in the places where you refide, or to which 
you may have occafion to refort. Invite the peo- 
ple toaffemble together on the days fet apart for 
relaxation from their ufual labour : let readers be 
chofen from among themfelves, to read aloud at 
certain ftaged times all the papers both of inftsuc- 
tion and conviction, which the National Affembly 
and the government caufe to be difperfed through- 
out the empire. Let them be, as it were, the truf- 
tees, to take care of thofe ufeful papers: let them 
wlfo sead periodical. papers and excellent works 

which 
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which they themfelves or other patriots may be 
able to procure. There is one in particular which 
1 recommend to you: its title is, om popalar focieties, 
confidered as au effential branch of public infirnétion, 
(extracted from the chronicle of the month of April) 
of which I caufed a great number of copies to be 
diftributed, when I was before in office. Endéa- 
vour to extend and to organize wherever you can 
an eftablifhment fo loudly called for by your coun- 
try and by all mankind. I beg of you to inform 
me of your exertions in this re{peét, and to fend 
me a {peedy account of the places where you fuc- 
ceed in introducing fo falutary an inftitution. The 
advice I receive from you on this head will enable 
me to regulate the difpatches I may fend back, in 
a ftill more ufeful and effectual manner than hi- 
therto, This new fervice to the commonwealth 
1s fo effentially, fo clofely connected with the hap- 
pinefs of mankind, that I cannot entertain any 
doubt of your utmoft fkill and utmoft activity in 
performing it. Let us not forget that vice and ty- 
ranny are the children of ignorance, and are main- 
tained by falfhood. Let us enlighten mankind: 
they are ready to embrace truth the moment it is 
made known to them: as foon as they make it the 
rule of their condudt, it leads them to goodnefs 
and virtue: as foon as they practice juftice, they 
are fure to be happy. Let us reflect that the firft 
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principles of policy are thofe of morality alfo ;— 
that we cannot effectually and permanently pro- 
mote the happinefs of the human fpecies, unlefs 
their morals are improved by virtuous fentiments, 
while their actions are guided and governed by 
the law.” 


“ ROLAND, 


‘6 Minifter for the Home Department.” 
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Danton, the law minifter, publihhed alfo an 
addrefs to the judges and all other perfons 
engaged in the adminiftration of juftice. This 
addrefs, which was written for him by Camillus 
Defmoulins, was notuing more than‘a declamatory 
invective againft the court, extracted by the author 
from his own inflammatory newfpapers, I fhall 
not infert a copy of it. A thoufand volumes would 
hardly be fufficient to contain all the publications 
which will one day form the memorials of thefe 
times. The hiftory of a revolution is made up of 
fo many local events, fo many private diftreffes and 
calamities, that we are unavoidably obliged to con- 
tent ourfelves with tracing its origin, giving a clear 
idea of its fpirit, and def.nbing the general confe- 
quences refulting from the whole. 


Even Roederer was eager to lay before the peo- 
ple a juftification of his condu@t. This man, who 
had never juftitied any thing but the notorious 
character for deception which ail parties concurred 
ingiving him, had, at the time the palace was 
ftormed, notified to the affembly the order to de- 
fend it which he had intimated to the guards 
pofted there. The committees of inquiry, finding 
that the confeffions of this magiftrate contradifted 
their fictions and their reports, ordered the feal to 
be put upon his papers, and charged him with be- 
‘ing an accomplice in the pretended confpiracy. A 
Swifs 
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Swils writer, who took the pen in hand to juttify 
his countrymen, {peaks thus of Roederer: ** Whe. 
ther they really intended to punifh his fincerity, 
or more probably through fome collufion between 
his profécutors and him, only meant to give him 
an opportunity of weakening his firft report, he 
did not difappoint the calculations of his com- 
rades. 


"In a piece of balderdafs, which he entitled 
Odjervations, he endeavours to wath away the frases 
of integrity with which he had been reproached. 
He affures us with a fort of jefuitical candor, that 
he fpoke, it is true, but not peremptorily; that he 
fpoke in order to foften every hoftile requifition ; 
that he fpoke to the national guards, and aot to 
the Swifs; that he fpoke in the court-yards, and 
not at the head of the ranks. Do not fuch eva- 
fions betray the perplexity of a man torn different 
ways by his con{cience and his immediate intereft, 
who is writing down his account withia fight of 
beheaded victims, and who ts delivering his tefti- 
mony at the foot of a fcaffold! Had I the leaft 
doubt of his having given a petemptory order, I 
need only read the pofitive proof of it in this eva- 
five denial. But of what confequence is it to hunt 
a flave through all his fubterfuges and contradic- 
tions, when he now tells us, that his heart was 
always devoted to the republican caufe? He eithel 

told 
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told a lie in his late report, or he tells one in his 
Objervations. 


¢¢ But he depends fo little on the validity of his 
recantation, that he deduces his ftrongeft inference 
againft the Swifs from public seport, which charges 
them with having fired firft. Every body, cries 
he innocently, concurs in the affertion. Now who 
is this every body? The banditti, and their abet« 
tors. What indifputable authority that of high- 
way-men would be, imputing all the guilt of 
their rapine to the poor wretches whom they plun- 
dered | 


“Ah! let not the Affembly and Roederer flat. 
ter themfelves that they can deceive Europe with 
fuch juggling. Thank God, their omnipotence 
has not confined common ferfe in the dungeons 
of Orleans. What ideot do they hope they can 
make believe that feven or eight hundred men, 
fhut up with women ahd children in a palace open 
on every fide, and invefted by fifty thoufand armed 
robbers, expofed to the fire of twenty pieces of 
cannon, not forgetting that the municipality, the 
Jacobin club, and the National Affernbly were ac 
the head of the affailants, fhould in fuch a fituation 
commence hoftilities ? Were ten thoufand ind:f- 
ferent {pectatots to affert the fact, I could not bee 
lieve them; becaufe I cantot believe moral im- 
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pofibilities; and our brave Swifs gave proofs 
enough that they were not in a ftate of infanity.”# 


But notwithftanding Reederer’s juftification, he 
took care to hide himfelf for more than two 
months. Some perfens have affured me that they 
faw him in England foon after the maffacies in 
September. He has denied his having taken fu.h 
a journey. This, perhaps, might be an additional 
reafon for being convinced of it. But be that as 
it may, Roedercr did not make his appearance 
again on the ftage, till after the Convention had 
been formed, and till the charges againft him had 
been done away by his proteftations of fidelity to 
the republic. 


The faperintending magiftrates in the depart- 
ment of Paris were difmiffed from their offices, as 
were all thofe in the other departments, who, after 
the 2oth of June, had made an offer to the King 
of their hands and their hearts, of their refpect and 
their fuppoit. One may eafily guefs what kind of 
men were appointed to fill their places, 


There were alfo fome members of the munici- 
pality of Paris who were obnoxious to the faétion. 


# See M. Mallet Dupan’s letter to the Duke of Brunfwick on 
the events of the roth of Auguit. 
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The municipality was therefore diffolved; and 
only a few of its infignificant committees retairied 
foratime. Then the terrible committee of in- 
{pection, formed out of the common council, and 
which had eftablifhed irfelf the 10th of Auguft, 
feized upon all power; and Panis, Sergent, Marat, 
Offelin began to prepare their bloody revels. 


Bailly’s buft was flill feen above the prefident’s 
chair in the common council-hall. Ducos made 
the Affembly deciee, that it fhould be pulled 
down and broke to pieces with ignominy. Me- 
lancholy end of human grandeur! This poor 
Bailly, 1fuing from his aftronormeal clofer, to 
prefide over a revolution which he knew nothing 
of, loft himfelf in the clouds and exalted regions 
of poliucs. He thought it a glorious day, when 
he faw the lillies of the crown brought to the mu- 
nicipality of Paris, and turn pale before the three- 
coloured fcarf: but this unfortunate Bailly was 
afterwards obliged to ftretch forth the {word of 
the law, and to call in the aid of the military 
apainft the people: it was impoffitle for him to 
efcape punifhment. He had found 1t much eafier 
to infult his King, than to offend Ais ow [overeign; 
and he was uncommonly lucky in being able to 
fave his life at Rouen, while they were dathing his 
buft to pieces at Paris. 

Vou. II. I Duvivier, 
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Duvivier, engraver at the French mint, a cele. 
brated artift, had been engaged to engrave a medal 
with an infcription, &c. for the Wafhington of 
France ; and his La Fayette was half done. He 
offered up this unfinifhed medal on the altar of 
the common council: it was unanimoufly decreed, 
that it fhould be broke to pieces by the common 
executioner. Yet, to ufe the words of Dumas, La 
Fayette’s aide-du-camp, in his panegyric on this 
firft born fon of liberty, a few days before the 
roth of Auguil, within, and without thofe walls, 
every mouth proclaimed his pratfe. 


Thus difappearcd the effigies of thofe two great | 
men: and thus alfo that of another great man, M. 
Necker, had been deftroyed the year before, when 
Houdon brought his buft, which had been ordered 
by the common council after the 14th of July. 
The artift, confined in his work-fhop, had no idea, 
that, in the fhort time which elapfed from his re- 
ceiving the order till his finifhing the buft, the 
people could poffibly have expelled from their 
temple the idol they before worfhipped. Houdon 
therefore, having exerted himfelf to compleat it, 
comes all covered with fweat and duft, bringing 
the precious marble carefully wrapt up in matting, 
a few days after the expedition to Nancy. What 
an unfortunate circumftance! The blood of the 
brethren and friends of Chateauvieux had bees 
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fhed : Necker was one of the king’s privy coun- 
cil: not a member of the common council dared 
to exprefs his approbation of the buft: it was 
rejected with contempt; and the aruft thought 
himfelf very lucky in being fuffered to take it 
home, with the hope of felling it at fome future 
day, asahiftorical monument of popular ingra- 
titude. 


While fome were thus employed in breaking 
bufts to pieces, others were equally bufy in over- 
turning every where the flatues of our kings, that 
decorated our bridges, our fquares, and our 
churches. Moft of thefe ftatues were valuable 
mouuments of our eminence in the arts under 
Lewis XIV. The maflerpieces of Girardon, Bou- 
chardon, Le Moyne and Slodtz were quickly de- 
molifhed by the cap{tans and the cranes of Palloy, 
the mafon, The bleflings, fo long and fo lavifhly 
beftowed on the name of Henry IV. could not 
fave his admired image fiom the fury of the bar- 
bauans, It was puiled cown and fhattered to 
atoms. Which of our philefophers will now dare 
to complain of the deftruction of the Roman mo- 
numents by the Goths and Vandals? scarcely 
has a century elapfed, and Henry’s ftutug 1s {wept 
away from ainoneft us, While that of Marcus Au- 
elius is flill to be feen in the Capitol. 

Ia All 
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All thofe ftatues, fo dear to Frenchmen, and fy 
much admired by foreigners, were replaced by the 
buft of a favage old man wih a thick beard, faid 
to be the buft of Brutus. It was the King who 
had it brought fiom Rome, when he ordered Da- 
vid to paint the execution of the fons of that Ro- 
man. Thus his Majefty’s prefent was made ufe of 
to infult him; but this was not the firft time that 
the favours he conferred rebounded, as it were, to 
his own injury. 


Brutus was multiplied. Likeneffes in plaiter 
of Paris appeared with ugly effec in almoft all the 
aflemblies and popular club-rooms throughout the 
kingdom, That rigid Roman ari/iccrat was then 
named the tutelary Saint of all the Jacobins in the 
univerfe. It was Manuel who held him out to all 
the republicans in France, The following is the 
fpeech he made on the inauguration of Brutus. 
Poor Manuel! He did not perceive, that the 
lictors were at hand ; and that all the Romans in 
Paris, not excepting even him, were going ina 
few days to be fubye¢ted to their laws and their 
axes ! 


Extrait 
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Extrad from the proceedings of the Facobins on the 
271b of Avguf. 


re T this inftant the buft of Biutus is brought 
into the middle of the hall. 


«Ic is here, faid M. Manuel, that we muft pre- 
pare the downfall of kings, the dowfall of Lewis 
the laft. This then is the place where we ought 
to fix up the image of that great man, who firlt 
manifefted the defire to rid the earth of kings, 
Look at Brutus, gentlemen. He will inceffantly 
temind you, ‘hat im order to be good citizens, you 
Jhould be always ready to facrifice what 15 deareft to 
you in life, even your children, to the welfare of your 
country. : 


‘* Now that the ele¢tions are coming on, con- 
fider, that if there be but one Brutus in the National 
Affembly, France is faved, as it will have no more 
kings. We fhould all therefore bind ourfelves by 
an oath, of which I now fet the example in fwear- 
ing, that whatever poft J may fill, all my efforts 
will be direéted to the important end of purging 
the earth of this peft called royalty. 

13 ** All 
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‘© All hands appear uplifted at the fame inftant; 
and all the members pronounce with energy the 
following oath: I promife, 12 the piefence of God and 
of my country to employ, in whatever poft I may fill, all 
my efforts 10 purge the earth of royalty. 


“ Brutus 1s then adopted as the patron of the 
ctub, and an ordcr is alfo concurred in, pre- 
fcribing the fame oath to all focieties united by 
the fame principles.” 


In that hurry and fickle precipitancy which fo 
flrongly merked all the proceedings of the new 
revolution, 1 muft not omit taking notice of one 
whimfical circumftance that fhews the levity of 
the people’s character. They had yuft pulled down 
the magnificent flatue of Lewis XV. which adorned 
the fquare of the fame namc. It appeared to them 
aftroke of humour to cut off the right hand of 
the ftatue, and to moikc a prefent of this bit of 
bronze to Mazers de Latude, who had been forty 
years a prifoner in the Baftille. This old man had 
prefented many petitions at the bar of the Affem- 
bly; and every flatement of his grievances had 
only ferved to juftify the ufe of letters de cachet. 
No relief was given him: the people added {neers 
to the contempt with which he had been treated 
by the legiflative body ; and they now, by way of 
additional mockery, made him a prefent of the 

hand, 
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hand, which, they faid, had figned the order for 


his long imprifonment. 


The fame levity and ficklenefs caufed the names 
of almoft all the wards in the city to be changed, 
It was the third time they underwent this kind of 
metamorphofis. At firft, the metropolis was di- 
vided into diffrits, where the electors were to be 
named. Every onc of thefe diflricts took its name 
from the church, where the primary affemblies 
met, 1117893 as the diftritt of 57. Rech, of the Cor- 
deliers, &c. M. Defmeuniers, one of the members 
of the Conftituent Affembly, thought nothing 
could be finer than a total change of the forms 
and names of every thing. I{e took it into his 
head to reduce the numbei of the fmall political 
bodies of which the commonalty of Paris con- 
fitted, from fixty to forty-eight: he fubftituted 
the title of /ectiow for that of di/fizc? ; and pompous 
names took place of the pations appointed by M. 
Necker. Then she Cor deliers were called the French 
Theatre; the (ection of St. Roch affumed the appel- 
Jation of the Palas Royal, &c. &c. The third 
change gave birth to new names, every one of 
which derived its origin from the new revolution. 
One was called the fection of Ma filles, becaufe it 
contained the barracks of the Marfer//azs; anothes 
was the feftion of the Pukes; a third the Sans 
Culottes, &e. &e. A detail of the commutation of 
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names, which then took place in all the fections 
of the French empire, would fill a volume. The 
names of ftreets, of fquares, of fhips, and in fhort 
of every thing were changed at the fame time. 
Thus a new city fprung up in an old one; and 
fuch was the rapidity of thofe changes, that a 
{treet had fcaicely got a new denomination, when 
this fecond title was often converted into a third. 
Muiabeau, whofe name at his death had been 
given to Anti Caufey, the place of his refidence 
when living, could not fecure for a fingle year that 
tribute to his memory. The ftreet, which his 
genius had conquered, was reconquered by Mon- 
tefquiou, the military financier. After his invay 
fion of Savoy, it was called Mont Blanc-Sireet. 


The reduction of fixty diftri€s into forty-eight 
fe&tions occafioned no change in the modelling of 
the national guards. The fixty batallions remained 
untouched, though the number of the fections was 
leffened ; and the municipality had very good rea- 
fons for making this difference. In the firft place, 
reckoning two cannons to each batallion, by 
keeping twelve more of the latter, it fecured an 
additional fupply of twenty four pieces of artillery 
for the ufe of the city, which always had the gun- 
ners at its command ; but this arrangement after. 
wards introduced fome confufion in the execution 
of the laws of the police, and for the maintenance 

of 
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of good order. Te was not eafy to trace the exact 
boundaries of each circle, as the little civil power, 
and the little executive power of the fections were 
not confined within the fame limits. The eftab- 
lifhment of forty-eight committees and of {ixty 
barracks was the true way to divide the guards and 
to deftroy their efficiency, as they could not know 
where to take or to receive orders; but nothing 
could be more defirable to a fa&tious municipality, 
always at variance with the general officers of the 
city guards. How thall we account for the con- 
duct of thofe active citizens, who all ran to their 
batallions when officers were to be chofen, but 
who kept away from their feétions, when a much 
more important eleétion was to take place, that of 
a magiftrate who was to have the command of 
both officers and foldiers. The whole compofition 
of thefe guards was made up of vanity, carelefinefs, 
and cowardice. Their eafy diffolution was the 
natural confequence of fuch elements. 


The battalion of Se. Thomas’s Nunnery was dif- 
banded. It had long been an object of fufpicion 
and impeachment, on account of the purfe-proud 
ariftocracy of its members. They wore more 
fplendid uniforms; their arms were more glitter- 
ing; and their public dinners more fumptuous 
than thofe of their comrades. They were the 
fhewy troops of Paris. They had performed fome 

fervices, 
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fervices, and manifefied their zeal on the zoth of 
June, the 14th of July, and even on the roth of 
Auguft. But they weie quite difconcerted by the 
arrival of the Marfelfars. The bankers and ex- 
change-brokers, of whom their battalion chiefly 
confifted, could not fu'tain the fhock of thofe ban- 
ditt: in the Champs Eufies. A little duft difperfed 
them. Pudcerts exrgut sactu compreffa, quievit. 


The fections themfelves ceafed to be what they 
had. been till then, a foit of primary affemblies. 
The thop keepers difeited them. All thofe who 
had formed a part‘of the old national guards, or 
who had figned petitions, dared not make their 
appearance there. J.ifts were made out of pa- 
triots, of doubtful citizens, and of fufpedted citi- 
zens. Every one was afraid his name might be 
on the fatal litt; and every one therefore kept 
away. Servants, day-labourers, and the loweft 
mechanics crowded there at the call of fone poli- 
tical {chemers. They were alfo divided into dif- 
ferent parties ; and as words are always fuited to 
the dignity or to the debafement of perfons and of 
things, the political intrigues, that were carried on 
there, received a new denomination; it was ufual 
to fay, fuch a citizen's cabal, yuft as we fay, upon 
other occafions, @ party of friends. Were it may 
deferve a curfory remark, that poets and players 
acted very confequential parts in thofe meetings. 

This, 
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This, indeed, is eafily accounted for: the latter are 
great talkers; and the former are wretched rea- 
foners: befides the land of factions is neceffanly 
found in the region of fictions. 


The friends of peace and good order had ftill 
fome hopes in the tribunals and courts of juftice 5 
but thofe hopes foon vanifhed. The power of 
thofe couits was not independent: they derived it 
from the people; and it was in the people’s name 
that the revolution now took place. The tribu- 
nals, therefore, of the department, the judges of 
the criminal courts at Paris, the members of the 
court of repeals, all came to pay homage to the 
fubveriers of that very conflirution which had 
created them; and as the city of Paris has ufually 
given the firft impulfe to the provinces, thofe 
judges fet the example of pliability and mcannefs 
to the other judiciary bodies ; but our abhorrence 
of fuch condutt was carried to its utmoft height, 
when we faw, at the head of thofe fervile deputa- 
tions, the two men who had contributed moft to 
the framing of that very conftitution. 


The condu& of Thouret and Target, who came 
cringing to the bar, can be accounted for only by 
fuppofing them to have been grofsly ignorant the 

‘year before, or guilty of the moft ftupid meannefs 
in the prefent intance. Thus contempt, or igno- 
miny 
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miny muft in either cafe await them. Thofe, 
however, who had retained any knowledge of the 
principles of found policy, and of our hiftory, 
could not forget, that even felf-intereft had always 
prompted the moft defpotic monarchs to fet bounds 
to their own power. Lewis XJ. had exprefsly 
ordered his courts of parliament to make remon- 
frances. He went farther; for he fecured this 
prerogative by declaring, that the members could 
not be difplaced during life. He was not of the 
opinion, adopted by the philofophical framers of 
our conftitution, that it 1s enough to create infti- 
tutions, without taking any pains to fecure their 
ftability and energy. Even in Turkey, the law 
commands the Sultan to refpect the bounds which 
the Mufti and Cadi often fet to his authority : the 
decifions of the law are there inviolable ; and the 
legiflator thereby demonftrated his good fenfe : he 
would not leave expofed to the caprice of any one 
perfon the law, by virtue of which he delegated 
the throne to his pofterity. Thus, if we were to 
compare the moft defpotic reigns and govern- 
ments with the Conftituent Affembly, in fuch a 
parallel, Mahomet would appear as a fage, Lewis 
the Eleventh as a philofopher, Condorcet and 
Sieyes as the real tyrants, the fhuffling Thouret as 
their eunuch, and Target as their vile flave. 


This 
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This Target had ufurped at the bar the reputd- 
tion of a man of honour, for having attached 
himfelf, from faCtious, not from virtuous motives, 
to thofe members of the old parliament, who, 
actuated by a noble fentiment of duty, braved the 
perfecutions of Chancellor Maupeou. He had 
obtained a chair at the French Academy by dint 
of fervile adulation to Condorcet. He had alfo 
crept into fome repute as a barriiter, by purchafing 
the labours and affiftance of fome well-informed 
men. His heavy dullnefs was faid to be the effe& 
of good nature: fome big and founding words, of 
which he had compofed for himfelf a ridiculous 
ditionary, paffed for eloquence: but when his 
talents were put to the proof in the open face of 
day, he exhibited the moft ridiculous figure in the 
whole groupe of faction. He was then buried 
under a load of epigrams and parodies, from the 
preflure of which he never could rife up, till guilt 
ftalked abroad with undifmayed front. Then 
Target appeared once more in his genuine charac- 
ter: he proved, beyond the poflibility of doubt, 
that all his vices were his own, and that all his 
pretended merit and abilities belonged to others. 


Champion, the late minifter for the home de- 
partment, the fon of one of the king’s pages, for- 
merly advocate to the council, the tine com- 
miffary of Avigron, at firil ihe friend and affociate 

of 
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of Jourdan, but afterwards his rival, juft as Briffot 
is now Matat’s rival ; Champion, I fay, aftonithed 
to find himfelf, on the 1oth of Auguft, among 
royalifts too virtuous for him, and being alfo 
alarmed at a decree of impeachment againift all 
the minifters, a decree the equivocal meaning of 
which gave him fome uneafinefs, though his con- 
feience might have made him very unconcerned 
on that head, did not delay a moment, in order 
to avert its effecis, making his appearance before 
the fenate, and giving ycry folemn affurances of 
his patriotifin, that is to fay, of his fears. But we 
mutt not forget, that this Champion was the fon 
of a valet. 


The high national court of Orleans, that law- 
monfter created by Defmeuniers, Sieyes, and Du- 
port, was unable, with all its inconfiftencies, to 
rife to a level with the vices of its authors. Though 
that court had been fitting for eight months, and 
the prifons were filled with the moft <lluftrious 
victims, fent thither folely for the purpofe of 
having their death-warrant figned,-yet fentence 
had been paffed only in two tials, the one was to 
acquit Varmer, Tardy, and Noirot of the charges 
brought againft them by that flanderer, Bazire ; 
and the other, which took place two days before 
the xoth of Augnift, reftored to friendfhip and to 

the 
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the arts an old and fenfible royalift.* The court 
of Orleans had not yet pafled any fentence of 
death ; every one of its decifions was an indirect 
impeachment of the National Affembly: the rage 
of the latter knew no bounds: charges were 
brought againft the high court, and it was fup« 
preffed by the new power which now gave the law, 
under the title of the sevolutionary power. But 
before the high court put an end to its functions, 
fome tefliamony of refpcect was due to its founders. 


* M Delatre. The lemflative body had deputed two of its 
members to the high court, a> chief managers. Natute, 1n form- 
ing thofe two, had exhanficd all ha power te make them the 
pararons of ckformiy At the firft examination of the accufed, 
the people, who faw a ftrange figure make ity appearance in a 
feparate part of the court, fancy d it was the culpiit who was to 
be tried for Ingh tieafon, and all the fpeétators could not help 
ceiving out, chat feliow anil be Naty andecd, af be efcapes ; for bis 
acry locks ewould hang hun, This was Garan de Coulon, who 
had juft taken his feat in the managers’ box. ~The people’s pre- 
diction will perhaps be one day o1 other verified. 


+ The fection of the Gelelins came to the bar of the Affem- 
bly, to demand the diffolution of the high court, and the removal 
of the prifoners to Paris. The imperious manner in which this 
was infifted upon excited the loudeit outcry from Briffot, but as 
he wifhed to reconcile his principles with his revenge, in two 
days after he only found fault with the form of the petition, and 
thought it very yuftifiable im its motives. The modification of 
it, which his friend Genfonné got decreed in thirteen articles, 
the 22d of Auguft, may be looked upon as an aét for fupprefling 
that tribunal, 

at 
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It condemned one culprit, towards the clofe of the 
month of Auguft. This fervile ad of barbarity, 
highly worthy of the conftituent members that 
chiefly compofed this phantom of a grand jury, 
did not prevent the dreadful explofion and the 
cataltrophes of September. It feemed, on the 
contrary, to authorife them. But I muft not anti- 
cipate, or break in upon the regular order of 
events, 


The theatres were fhut for feveral days after the 
soth of Auguft. Roland ordered them to be 
epencd ; but he could not command fpeRators, 
The firft that was opened was one of thofe in the 
Palais Royal, belonging to Mrs. Montanfier, who 
formerly had the management of the theatre at 
Verfailles. This actrefs had been loaded with fa- 
vours by the Queen and the Court; yet ungrate- 
ful, like fo many others, fhe was the firft to give 
a play for the benefit of the widows and orphans 
of thofe who had fallen in the maffacre of the roth 
of Auguft. It was prudent in the other theatres 
to follow this example. The chicf towns in the 
ptovinces, that always copy after Paris, did the 
like ; but it is no eafy matter to fay, how the re- 
ceipts on thofe benefit-nights were difpofed of, or 
if they were ever applied to the intended purpofe. 
Whether it be, that they were too {mall to excite 
notice, or that they followed the common fate of 

all 
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all the fums embezzled by the municipality of 
Paris, certain it is, that no account has ever been 
heard of them. 


Tt was not enough to caufe money to be given, 
or promifed to the families of the victims of the 
1oth of Auguft: it was farther neceffary to encou- 
rage the new converts that were fill wanted: it 
was neceflary to work upon the paffions by ftriking 
the eye, and to miflead the underftanding by an 
artful addrefs to the heart: a grand funeral pro- 
ceffion was decreed. It took place in the gardens 
of the Thuslleries on Sunday the 26th of Auguft at 
eight o’clock in the evening. A pyramid had 
been ere€ted over the great bafon: altars, chande- 
liers in the antique ftile, and a wooden ftatue of 
liberty were the monuments that decorated this 
nocturnal revel. Some maidens fiom the Cor1- 
wharf and the Old-tron-quay appeared there in white 
dreffes. The finenefs of the f{cafon and the novelty 
of the fight brought together an immenfe crowd. 
Sully curiokty, however, was the only fentiment 
fuch a fpectacle excited. A few days after, fome 
mifchievous perfons maimed the wooden ftatue of 
liberty, On the firft of Septemper, a guard of 
focderates was decreed to defend it from the like 
infult in future ; on the 2d of September the but- 
cheries at the prifons took place; but no decree 
was paffed, or moved for. 

Vou. I. K Jn 
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In the general confufion which prevailed at that 
time, whatever any zealot propofed either in the 
common council, or in the affembly, was imme- 
diately adopted. Poets and muficians are not the 
leaft enthufiaftic of the profeffors of the fine arts. 
Chenier wrote hymns, and Goffec fet them to 
mufic ; and their patriotic compofitions were fung 
at the theatres, and in all the fquares and public 
places. 


The rites and ceremonics of paganifm could not 
be revived without abolifhing all the monuments 
of the Catholic religion which had efcaped the firft 
years of the revolution. Manuel, the apoftle of 
jrreligion, a fellow, who had been in alternate fuc- 
ceffion a fchool-mafter, a police-fpy, an atheift, a 
news man and bill-fticker, a frantic revolutionift, 
and lafily a magiftrate acting as ring-leader among 
the affaffins of the roth of Auguft, propofed the 
fuppreffion of all the church-bells ; and a decree 
was accordingly pafied for that purpofe. Thofe 
bells were, indeed, of no farther ufe but to be 
coined into money: anarchy was now completely 
eftablifhed: the bells had been rung on the night 
of the 1oth of Auguft, and could be no longer 
ferviceable to the infurgents. 


By way of compenfation, they ordered the filver 
bell in the law-courts to be deftroyed, and that 
alfo 
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alfo belonging to St. Germain’s Pauxerrois, both of 
which, it is faid, had formerly been rung to give 
the fignal for the maflacre of the proteftants en St, 
Bartholomew’s day. 


Before the roth of Auguft, the Affembly, well- 
knowing the King’s fincere attachment not only to 
the principles of the religion of his forefathers, but 
alfo to the decency of public worfhip, and to the 
refpe&t due to its minifters, had attempted to put 
his prerogative to a frefh proof, by fuppreffing the 
clerical habit, and all the external diftinGtions of 
seligious orders, 


The King had not yet explained himfelf refpect- 
ing the fanduon of that decree. The Affembly 
renewed it by ordering, that all thofe, who did 
not conform to that law, fhould be deprived of 
half their falaries for the firft offence, and for the 
fecond, fhould be banifhed the kingdom. This 
decree was only a prelude to the terrible fentence 
of general banifhment and tranfportation, which I 
fhall foon lay before the reader. 


It is here obfervable, that the Affembly not only 
ufed every effort to miflead and debauch the minds 
of the people, but checked with the utmoft vigi- 
lance and feverity whatever could have any ten- 
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dency to fet them right.* Jt knew the influence 
the clergy had over the people, and faw how that 
fpting, if put in motion, would operate to the 
overthrow of feditious and defamatory falfhood. 
The Affembly therefore refolved to annihilate it 
by one daring ftroke; this was the tranfportation 
of all the priefts, who had not been willing to be- 
tray and renounce their religion, and whom honour 
and confcience had firmly attached to the altar of 
Chrift, and to the throne of the Bourbons. 
The moft arbitrary defpot would never have 
thought of executing fo dreadful a fentence: the 
faction did not take an hour to confider of it: the 
decree was enforced over heaps of flaughtered and 
quivering bodies; and its effects are full continued 
nfter feveral months’ fufferings. 


It was on Sunday the 26th of Auguft, that 
Benoifton the lawyer, my cruel and infamous 
countryman, mounted the roftrum of iniquity, and 


© We meet with the following paragraph on this fubject in 
Briffot’s Journal of the 14th of Auguft: * As the exigency of 
affairs obliges us, according to the cuftom of the ancient Spar- 
tang, to let she law flecp for @ isttle while, it 1s of the moft préfiing 
importance, that all the municipalities fhould prohibit, by the 
Affembly's order, all ariftocratic newfpapers, which peifon the 
thinds of the weak, and inflame thofe of the wicked.” The very 
fame language has fince been made ufe of in deftroying the arif 

duvaris printing offices of Gorfas, Condorcet, and Briffot. 
there 
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there caufed the following decree to be adopted, 
I give the whole of it word for word Such mos 
numents fhould be handed down to future ages, 
The virtuous clergyman, who, at fome future day, 
when perfecution fhall be at an end, may eaft his 
eye on my work, will there read with fome pleafure 
the fentence of his paft fufferings, and his title to 
true glory. The foldier preferves with a fort of 
veneration and honourable pride the ball that once 
wounded him. 
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Decree for tranfporting the clergy, which twas pafsed 
in Auguft 1792. 


‘©THE National Affembly, deeply impreffed 
with the urgency of the meafure, decrees as fol- 
lows : 


Art. 1. ‘ All ecclefiaftics, who, though bound 
to take the oath prefcribed by the act of the 26th 
of December, 1790, and by that of the 27th of 
April, 1791, have not taken it, or who, after 
having taken it, have fince retracted, and perfifted 
in that retraction, fhall be obliged, within eight 
days, to quit the boundaries of the particular dif- 
tri&t where they refide ; and, within fifteen days, to 
quit the kingdom: the different times thus al- 
lowed for their departure to be reckoned from the 
publication of the prefent decree. 


Art. 11. ‘In purfuance of this decree, every 
one of them fhall appear before the fuper-intend- 
ing magiftrates, or the municipal officers of the 
diftri&t of his refidence, there to declare what fo- 
reign country he means to retire to; upon which 
a pafs port fhall be immediately given him, con- 
taining his declaration, a defcription of his perfon, 

the 
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the road he is to take, and the time allowed for his 
getting out of the kingdom. 


Art. m1. ‘* After the expiration of the fifteen 
days, before prefcribed, all the non-jurors of the 
clergy, who fhall not have complied with the 
above-mentioned requifitions, are to be sran/ported 
to French Guana: the fuper-intending magiftrates 
of the diftri€ts are to caufe them to be arrefted, 
and to be conveyed in diftiné& parties to the neateft 
fea-ports which will be pointed out by the execu- 
tive council for the time being, who will alfo iffue 
orders for the proper equipment of neceflary tranf- 
port-thips for this purpofe. 


Art. iv. “ The priefts thus conveyed by the 
magiftracy, or thofe who may voluntarily go out 
of the kingdom, being, by the operation of this 
decree, deprived of all revenues or falary, are each 
of them to be allowed three livres for every day’s 
jonsney of ten leagues to the place of their being 
put on board, or to the frontiers of the kingdom, 
in order to defray their expences on the road. 
Thefe expences are to be paid out of the public 
treafury, and advanced by the banks of the feveral 
diftricts. 


_ “Arr. “ Every ecclefiaftic, who thall remain 
in the kingdom, after having made a declaration 
K4 to 
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to quit it, and obtained his pafs-port, or who, after 
quitting it, fhall return, is to be punithed by ten 
years’ imprifonment. 


Arr. vr. ‘All other non-juring ecclefiaftics, 
whether of the fecular clergy, ‘or belonging to any 
monaftic order, whether a fimple clerk, or a prieft, 
whether friar-minors, or lay-brothers, without any 
exception or diftinction, though not bound to take 
the oath prefcribed by the aéts of the 26th of De- 
cember, 1790, and the 27th of April, 1791, hall 
be fubyect to all the preceding regulations, when 
by any outward act they excite difturbances which 
fhall come to the knowledge of the adminiftrative 
bodies ; or when their removal fhall be formally 
demanded by any fix citizens, who are houfe- 
keepers in the fame department. 


Arr. vit. “ The fuper-intending magiftracy of 
the diftri& fhall be bound to notify to all the non- 
juting ecclefiaftics, in either of the predicaments 
{pecified in the preceding article, a collated copy 
of the prefent decree, with a fummons command- 
ing their obedience and conformity to it. 


Arr. vir. “ From the preceding injunctions 
are to be excepted infirm perfons, whofe infirmities 
thall be attefted by an officer appointed by the, 

common councilof the diftri& to examine the flace 
of 


C 133 J 


of their health, and whofe certificate fhall be rea 
vifed by the fame council, The like exception ig 
to be made in favour of perfons fixty years of age, 
of which undeniable proofs fhall be given. 


Arrt.1x. ‘ All the ecclefiaftics of the fame 
diftrit, who come within the exceptions fated in 
the foregoing article, are to be brought together 
to the chief town of the department, and there to 
refide in one houfe, under the infpection, and go- 
vernment of the municipality.* 


Art. x. “ The National Affembly does not. 
mean, by the foregoing regulations, to exempt 
from any of the punifhments eftablifhed in the 
penal code fuch of the non-juring clergy as have 
already incurred, or may hereafter incur fuch 
punifhments. 


Art. xr. The magiftracy of each diftrict 
fhall fend regular accounts of their vigilance and 
their exertions, in giving effect to the feveral pur- 
pofes of this decree, to the fuper-intending magif- 
trates of each department, who are to watch over 
its complete execution throughout the whole ex- 
tent of their jurifdi€tion, and who are alfo bound 
to tranfmit information thereof to the executive 
council for the time being. 


* We hall foon fee the bleffed effects of this regulation. 
Art. 
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Aat.xr. The magiftracy of each diftrid. 
fhall be moreover obliged to fend every fortnight, 
through the medium of the fuper-intending ma. 
giftrates, to the minifter for the home department, 
exact accounts of the names of all the ecclefiaftics 
within their refpective circles, who may quit the 
kingdom, or be tranfported. The minifter for the 
home department fhall be bound to communicate 
the faid accounts afterwards to the National Af- 
fembly.”” 


After 
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Arrek fo violent a dectee as the preceding, it 
could not be expected that the Affembly would 
preferve any one ceremony in which religion and 
monarchy feemed to go hand in hand fuppotting 
one another. Piety and public gratitude had for 
the laft hundred and fifty years confecrated a pro- 
ceffion on the 15th of Auguft, by way of thanfk- 
giving for Lewis the Fourteenth’s having been 
born on that day, as his birth had faved France 
from the horrors of anarchy. It was very natural 
that anarchy and atheifm fhould now abolith that 
proceffion compofed of all the bodies who repre- 
fented the former inferefts of the people. Its fup- 
preffion was decreed. 


A pyramid in honour of liberty was ordered to 
be erected in the room of Lewis the Fourteenth’s 
beautiful ffatue in La Place des Vi jfosres, which re- 
ceived the new name of Place des Vidlowes Na- 
tionales, 


A new coinage was foon decreed, and inftead of 
being ftamped with the King’s likenefs, it was to 
have impreffed on it the buft of liberty, repre- 
fented by a woman’s head with flowing hair, and 
this infcription; Liserty, Equauity. In the 
date, the era of liberty was fubftiruted for that of 
the King’s reign; and on the reverfe was the im- 
prefion of an oak crown. Let us hope, that ere’ 

long 
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long the fmall number of the pieces of money 
then coined will be confined to the collections of 
gatiquaries. 


- The anarchy-men permitted the pedants of the 
Affembly to conceal the national turpitude under 
the cloak, as it were, of certain names of high 
repute in the philofophical world. Guadet, one 
of the Septemvirs, prefented a lift of celebrated 
Joreigners, the friends of liberty and equality, on whom 
the Affembly conferred the title of French citizens, 
Thofe foreigners were, 


General Wafhington ; Kofciutko, a Polith ge. 
neral; Anacharfis Clootz, the Pruffian; Canon de 
Pauw, the author of Philofophical Refearches concern- 
ing the Egyptians, the Greeks, and the Americans; 
Gorani and Peftalozzi, two Italians ; Camper, the 
Dutchman; Schyler, and Klopftock, both Ger- 
mans; and the following Englifhmen, Thomas 
Paine, Prieftley, Wilberforce, Clarkfon, David 
Williams, Hamilton, Maddifon, and Mackintoth.* 

The 


® It is to be prefumed that Wafhington never had the leaft 
knowledge of the affront offered him by the Legiflative Affembly, 
aa we bave not any where met with his proteft againft it: or, 
perhaps, he thought that total contempt was the beft way of 
repelling fo vile an attack. Briffot was the diftributor of thofe 
Setriotic letters de cachet. Ob! how it mu make thofe writers 
bluth, to think that their wosks fhould have given occafion to 
the 
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The Affembly, in thus giving the name of 
French republicans to all thofe illuftrious friends 
of Briffot, had it particularly in view to deceive 
foreign nations, and thereby to prepare their minds 

for 


the inferting of their names in fuch a catalogue of infamy! Old 
Klopftock, the author of the Mefah, a pocmm, has lately fent his 
renunciation of a title fo little to be wifhed for. The following 
is a copy of his letter to the Convention : 


 Klopftock, the bard, to the Natinal Affembly of France, 


% Direétors of the French empire! I fend you back with 
horror thofe titles of which I was fo proud, while it was poffible 
for me to fuppofe that they united me to a fociety of Brotheis, 
and of the friends of human kind = The sillufion, alas! is too 
quickly vanifhed ; and the moft afflicting reality hae come t> put 
an end to a deceitful dream. How flattering to my fordeft 
hopes was the fancied dawn of liberty, which i chought 1 Jaw 
rifing fiom the diftant banks of the Seine, cac' thence diifu..og 
that benignant light which was to illuminate all Europe. 

*¢ Why have you deceived me? Wire your riutsof m1 
then only a fnare to catch your own countrym n, that you might 
more effectually affaflinatc them? Know that the excefles of 
your barbarity and of your crimes have placed an evre.) Latiier 
between you and the bards of happy Germany ‘The trug'e .¢- 
ventures that ftain your bloody annals are related to thin ard 
they frink with terror from the frightful narrative. ‘Tiere s 
nothing now in common between you and us: you havc rut 
afunder for ever the laft bonds that united us. 

** T pity thofe who call themfelves citizens, and who fred tor. 
rents of the blood of citizens. O' enormity of guilt! Wo ca 
they have fpilt blood, they dance round their vidtun: they vu ¥ 
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for the invafion it meditated, in order to enlarge 
he {phere of its doctrines and its robberies. Briffot 
@rew up an addrefs on this fubje& to foreign 
powers. It was not adopted by the Affembly : 
perhaps the ridiculous abfurdity of it was felt: 
citizen Condorcet’s ftatement was thought fufi- 
cient: Briffot’s work was like all his productions 
very mean, and very infipid: his babbling was 
adjourned : I fhall not copy it in here. 


It was decreed to convert into cannons all the 
monuments of bronze, and the decorations of our 
churches. The ftatue of the famous conftable 
Montmorency, which adorned the grand court- 
yard at Chantilly, was brought to Paris, The 
municipality of Verfailles acted more wifely. Some 
foederates were gone thither to fetch away all the 
ftatues of bronze from that magnificent refidence 
of our kings. The municipality was very fenfible, 
that there was but one ftep from this firft a&t of 
plunder to the total dilapidation of the palace ; 


his agonies with a dry, an unconcerned eye : they bring their ear 
clofer to him to catch with rapture his Jaft groan ' 

*« Frenchmen! I turn away with affright from that impious 
troop who are themfelves guilty of affaffination, when they 
quietly fuffer fo many murders to be committed before their 
faces! I fy with {creams of terror from that execrable tribunal, 
which not only aims a death-blow at the victim, put at the peq- 
ple’s right to reprieve and to pardon !” 

and 
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and that the town of Verfailles would tumble into 
ruins with the royal monument on Which it was 
founded, The corporation therefore begged that 
the palace might be fpared, for the fake of fo- 
reigners, who would ftill come to fpend fome 
money in that guilty fpot, led by curiofity to view 
the remains of fuch magnificence, The inhabi- 
tants of Verfailles, in return for their crimes, are 
going to be reduced to the condition of the Arabs 
in the Defert, who fkulk in huts, amidft the 
marbles of Palmyra, 


An old hiftorical monument was {till viewed 
with emotion in the principal ftreet of Orleans, 
The French chevalier, in looking at it, could not 
help thinking of the days of knight-errantry : the 
antiquary read in it the chronicle of paft ages: the 
man of polite literature, and the man of fafhion 
{miled at the idea it excited of Chapelain’s violin 
of Gothic memory, and of Voltaire’s pictures of ro- 
mantic love; and the flatuary had alfo the pleafure 
of contemplating the efforts of his favourite art in 
its infancy. The groupe of the Maid of Orleans 
and of Charles VII. underwent the fentence of ge- 
neral deftruétion. How, in fact, could it have 
efcaped that fentence, when a decree was even 
paffed for pulling down Lewis the Fourteenth’s 
triumphal arches, fo well known under the names 
of St. Denis’s Gate, and St. Martin’s Gate! Ic 

was 
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was net without great trouble that the old rebel 
Duffaulx procured the report of the decree, in the 
mame of all the artifts in the univerfe, 


It was not, however, enough to have given the 
people fwert equality: it was neceflary to make 
them tafte the fruits of it. In vain might it have 
before been objected to the infurgents of the 4th 
of Auguft, that they had no authority to difpofe of 
property, or to fubvert, with the rapidity of light- 
ning, the rights of inheritance, and the peace and 
fecurity of families: the infurgents of the roth of 
Auguft levelled every obftacle to their arbitrary 
will: nothing could prevent them from over- 
ftepping every boundary: they decreed one after 
another, 


The natural emancipation of children at the age 
of twenty-one ;—the fuppreflion of all the indem- 
nities before granted by way of compenfation for 
abolithing feudal rights, and for cutting off en- 
tails ;—the inclofing and dividing of all commons, 
and of all the wafte lands of the lords of the ma- 
nor ;—the fuppreffion of the royal and miluary 
order of St, Lewis ;—the fale of the eftates of the 
emigrants in {mall lots, and for annual payments, 
dc. &c. 


After 
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After the key-ftone of the arch was once broken 
down, the reft of the ftra@ure was every moment 
tumbling to pieces. 


Moft of thofe decrees were folicited by the re- 
prefentatives of thé common council; and it is 
well known, that all Robefpierre’s folicitations 
were peremptory mandates. Hardly a day paffed, 
on which the bar of the Affembly was not dif- 
graced by the prefence of this nephew of Damiens. 
He caufed it to be decreed, that the common 
council of Paris had deferved well of the country: 
he told the legiflative body, that he had been she 
falvation of the empire: the people of Paris ap- 
plauded: the prefident Lacroix, from his arm 
chair, complimented the rabble in Robefpierre’s 
train; granted them the honours of a ieat during 
the debates; and all thefe congratulations com- 
monly ended with a grant to the municipality of 
fome hundreds of thoufands of livres for certain 
exigencies, that were always new, always ftarting 
up afrefh. Every one had a hand in the plunder; 
but nobody gave any account: very frequently 
the fums that were received at the treafury ferved 
only to encourage an infurrection, the dread of 
which caufed the exaction and grant of double the 
former. [Riots have fince taken place twice, and 
a general pillage, in order to procure feven mil- 
lions for that infatiable common council.) 
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It ts thus that the city of Paris trampled upon 
all laws; {ported with all principles of morality 
and juftice; plundered private forturies ; feized 
upon the revenues of the ftate ; and received affu. 
rances of attachment from all the banditti in the 
kingdom, who carried on, though upon a fmaller 
{cale, the fame fvftem of violence and depredation, 
of which Paris fet them the example. 


The metropolis had often been compared to 2 
kept miftrefs, and the comparifon was a juft one, 
thanks be to the pains taken by government to 
procure it bread and public fhews, to prevent 1 
from being angry. This darling miftrefs now re- 
fembled an old proftitute, who had ruined, in 
fected, and turned away her lover: fhe had begun 
with being the dupe of all the conftitutional 
fharpers who had plundered her; but on the roth 
of Auguft, the fell, if I may be allowed the ex- 
preffion, among a {warm of vagabonds, who 
fhared with oaths her impure rags and tatters. 


At length the faction, in order to fecure the 
empire to the chofen reprefentatives of the ban- 
ditti of the kingdom, and to prevent the pofi- 
bility of elefting fuch of the members as had given 
fymptoms of a Feuillanc hke modefty, conftituted 
(what cannot be conftituted) a national conyen- 
tion ; and adopted for that purpofe a form incom- 

patible 
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patible with the very word convention. The mice 
was this, that the people in the primary affemblies 
fhould only name electors, who were afterwards to 
chufe reprefentatives ; and a re-imburfement of all 
expences was farther grarited to thofe very electors. 
This was making an appeal to all the idle, turbu- 
lent, abandoned, indigent rafcals in the kingdom: 
it was inviting them to get themfelves named in 
the affemblies, fure of having their expences de- 
frayed in eleCtioneering revels: it was heaping 
crime upon crime, Pelion upon Offa, Offelin upori 
Petion, Robefpierre upon Briffot. It was keeping 
away from thofe affemblies all the fathers of fami- 
lies, and all people of property. They were not, 
indeed, convened there. The tenth part of the 
nation, at moft, affembled; and as the tribe of 
plunderers may be computed to amount to at leaft 
that portion of an old and corrupt nation, Francé 
might very well expect to fee the choice, the very 
flower of the banditti deputed by all the provinces. 
They are met: they tear afunder the very bowels 
of their country: they have {pread confufion every 
where : but fo many acts of facrilege are going at 
length to receive their due punifhment : the trial 
cannot laft long: the articles of impeachment are 
in the journals of their own proceedings ; and all 
the inhabitants of the globe are the witneffes, 
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The following number will treat of the military 
frtuation of France, after the roth of Auguft, and 
of the maflacres of the 2d of September. J thall 
mount the fcaffold: I fhall go down into the 
quarries with the miferable victims. Overwhe!med 
in grief fince the death of my king, aftonifhed 
every day at the continual fugceffes of the faétion, 
I funk under the weight of affliétion, and my pen 
found the ufual flow of ideas fufpended. The 
fhout of victory has roufed me from this lethargy, 
Our calamities will then be avenged!—York, 
Cozovrc, D’Auricuamp, Breau Lizv, Honen- 
LOHE, 1 am tranfported with hope and joy, and 
CrarrFayt! he has taken up arms again: I once 
more find my pen, and fhall not lay it down. 


While the above was printing, Briffot’s Journal of the r1th of 
March happened to fall into my hands. I there met with the 
following paragraph : 

* The rights of man are no more: all the laws of nature are 
“ trampled under foot : one night has overturned the wark of 
“ four years, individual liberty, and the liberty of the prefs, 4 
“« faétion, that wants to eftablifh its throne in dai knefs, has for- 
bid philofophical deputies to enlighten their fellow citizens 
“ The law no longer permits Briffot to exert his talents as the 
* editor of this Journal, &c. 

It is a curious circumftance to fee this man of the 1oth of 
March, this pre-eminent babbler, coademued.on-the very 16th 
of March to the moft terrible punithment that could be inflicted 
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en him, that of filence. In order to confound this cowardly 
affaffin, Tadvife him to read over his own Journal of the rgth af 
Auguft, in which he fays, that it 15 neceffary to let the law fleep a 
little while. Well! it fleeps now for thee, thou wretch! but it 
will not continue always afleep ! 

Gorfas made his efcape on the fame day from the flames of his 
printing office, with a piftol in his hand. This is the very 
Gorfas, who, at the head of his own men, had caufed all the 
ariftocratic and Feuillant printing pie” - *>+'= fet fire to om the 
13th of Auguit. 
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APPENDIX TO No. IX. 


The Chancery of the Diet has uf? publifbed an Ap- 
peal to the People of the Empire on the Subject of 
the prefent War. It is an Invitation to all Ger- 
mans to concur both with Heart and Hand 1n the 
Efforts of the Combined Powers againjft France. 
The following 15 @ literal Tranflation of tt: 


* APPEAL TO THE SUBJECTS OF THE 
EMPIRE. 


bia LL the real friends of their country, all 
good and loyal Germans, muft view with 

anxious attention the prefent melancholy ftate of 
the empire : their thoughts muft be wholly taken 
pup in devifing the moft effectual means to remove 
from us the calamities with which we are threatened : 
at fuch a crifis, it is our duty, in order to prevent 
a defolation unparalleled in the annals of Germany, 
to declare at length, that the country is in danger. 
We are infulted with menaces to fubvert our an- 
cient conftitution, to deftroy our religion, to plun- 
det 
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der the property of our citizens, to overturn our 
government, and to difturb in every refpect the 
public tranquillity. Behold that fcaffold of fan- 
guinary laws, which the French have juft erected, 
to fpread diforder and confternation throughout 
the world! The fpecious names of liberty and 
equality can no longer conceal from our view the 
abyfs they have been digging to plunge us into. 
This year will perhaps be the laft in which we may 
have it in our power to embrace our children, and 
to clafp them in our arms, if we do not exert our 
utmott efforts to preferve aur cortages, in which we 
have hitherto enjoyed fo much peace, and our 
churches, where we ftill go to tafte the fweeteft con- 
folation at the foot of the altais 





«* Our uneafinefs and alarm, citizens, are not the 
effet of imaginary fears. Caft your eyes beyond 
the Rhine: you will there fee troops, who have 
drawn the fword for a chimerical equality, oppref- 
fing our happy countiies, and loading the inhabi- 
tants with contributions. They have already 
planted the tree of their frantic liberty, without 
roots : they feize upon all property: they chain 
down your fellow-citizens : they have made it the 
Tuling law of their conduct to overthrow all civil 
order, and to abolifh all religion in every country 
where they can force their way. Every man is 
compelled to bend his neck under the yoke of 
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their maxims. They look upon all loyal fubjects 
as their enemies, This is the liberty with which 
they mean to enrich us: thefe are the principles 
and doétrines they preach openly. 


«© Bot numerous armies are already colleéted on 
the banks of the Rhine; and will foon difplay 
their courage and their ftrength to thofe enemies 
of our country ; all our warriors are ready to thed 
their blood, to check the progrefs of fuch mur- 
derous doctrines. Till this day, none of the 
ftates of the empire has taken any dire€t part in 
the efforts of the champions of the Germanic con- 
ftitution. The Langrave of Heffe-Caffel is the 
only one who has joined his forces to thofe of the 
Pruffians and Auftrians. What ftate has hitherto 
{upplied our military brethren with affiftance or 
contributions: yet they have a mght to infift upon 
fuch fupplies: it is not for themfelves alone that 
they are fighting, but for all the inhabitants of 
Germany : they have taken up arms to protect our 
repofe, our perfons, and our property. 


** People of Germany ! We are bound to diffi- 
pate the illufion which your enemies would fain 
fptead round you. No, it is not for themfelves,— 
it ts not for the pride of crowns, that Francis and 
Frederick William now make war on the audaci- 
ous French: it is for the public good they are 

fighting : 


C 49 J 

fighting :—it is for the happinefs of mankind. 
We might pethaps lend an ear to the fuggeftions 
of our enemies, were we not fully acquainted with 
the generous and magnanimous character of both 
thefe Princes, who are at once the models and the 
firm fupporters of the ftates of the empire. Do 
wenot know, on the other hand, the diforders and. 
the exceffes, of which the French are every day 
guilty ? Have not Cuftine’s troops opened in our 
neighbourhood a horrible gulf that threatens to 
{wallow up France and Germany ? Have not the 
beautiful countries bordering on the banks of the 
Rhine been the theatre of their depredations? 
Yes, citizens, théy want to deftroy your property : 
they point their facrilegious fword even at your 
altars : they wifh to annihilate your religion. Let 
us not liften to the wicked fophiftry, that would 
endeavour to make us believe, that none but the 
fovereign, the nobility, and the clergy, would be 
lofers by the overthrow of our conftitution: all » 
citizens, all ranks are precifely in the fame fitua- 
tion at this moment : the fame calamities thteaten 
us all, if we lofe the privileges which our anceftors 
enjoyed. 


“© Undoubtedly the firft fteps of the States Ge- 
neral, te amend the French government, merited 
the applaufe of all mankind. That auguft Affem- 
bly bad no other object in view but to regenerate 
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anempire, and to break the chains of an unhappy 
people, who bedewed with the fweat of their brow 
a-land, of which they were not fuffered to reap the 
fruits, Subyeéts then went hand in hand with 
their King. With what fentiments of admiration 
and joy did not Emope behold a generous Mo- 
narch affording the kindeft affiftance to a people, 
who were too weak to deftroy abufes which feemed 
to have been confecrated by length of time, and 
a feries of ages! Bet with what fentiments alfo of 
gtief and furprize did not the friends of human 
nature fee thofe fond hopes fo foon vanith ! Inftead 
of proceeding deliberately under the guidance of 
wifdom,—inftead of completing with cool reflec- 
tion that edifice which was to have been confe- 
crated to the happinefs of the people, the agitators 
began to fhake the torches of difcord: they filled 
their country with the doleful fcenes of licentiouf- 
nefs: they excited riots: they flattered the pride 
of a fickle and ferocious multitude. All thefe 
fatal means dried up the fource of happinefs which 
flowed from the throne. Rage, revenge, and all 
the wild and impetuous paffions were let loofe 
upon the beft, and moft virtuous of kings. The 
daggers of the moft favage affaffins were drenched 
in blood. France heard the cries of the victims 
with atrocious and cruel indifference. Thus the 
days, which were to have been employed in pro- 
moting the happinefs of that ill-fated kingdom, 

turned 
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tarned out to be days of mourning and of melane: 
choly to Frenchmen. It was from the very heart 
of that Affembly whence France expected the 
the bleffings of liberty, that the thunderbolt if- 
fued, which ftruck down the nobility, overturned 
the clergy, fapped the foundations of property, 
and fubverted the whole empire. It is thus that 
the fortunes of individuals, the revenues and re- 
fources of the ftate, as well as the privileges of a 
refpectable order were abandoned to the avidity 
of thofe new preachers of liceritioufnefs : fuch con- 
duct was not merely unjuft ; it was barbarous. 


«© But we will refrain from any farther account 
of this bloody revolution ; we will not wound the 
feelings of our countrymen by exhibiting a picture 
of the fhocking maflacres, and of the acts of vio- 
lence perpetrated again{t a king: we will not re- 
new the remembrance of the frightful {cenes of 
the tenth of Auguft, the unpunifhed murder of 
the ftate-prifoners, the death of fo many virtuous 
ecclefiaftics, Alas! there is not a good German 
who would not glory in the pretended crimes of 
which they were guilty. Yes, humanity muft 
fhudder with horror, and blufh with fhame at the 
recital of fuch atrocious deeds! Is there a man 
who can hear of them, and not recoil with af- 
fright ? Is it poflible that the people of Europe 
have feen beings {pring up among them, who 
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abandon themfelves to fuch crimes, and who wits 
nefs them with the utmoft unconcern ? Is human 
nature then degraded to a level with the moft 
cruel monfters, and the vileft animals? 


§* Virtuous, but too unfortunate Monarch! how 
jmelancholy was thy doom, to be tried, and con- 
demned by thy aceufers, to die the victim of thy 
love for the people, whofe happinefs was the ob- 
j¢& of thy earneft wifhes ! Can Germany behold 
fuch barbarity and inyuftice, without feeling the 
livelieft emotions of grief and indignation ? 
Where are the Germans who can remain indif- 
ferent {pectators of fo unheard-of a crime? France 
declared war upon Leopold, like a volcano in a 
ftate of explofion, fpreading every where its ra- 
wages, and bearing down every obftacle to its de- 
folating progrefs: Leopold, as chief of the em- 
pire, intrufted with the facred depofit of our laws 
and of our privileges, invited the Germanic States 
to intereft themfelves in the fate of an unhappy 
King, and in the melancholy fituation of a much- 
loved fifter. 


German citizens of every clafs! you all know 
it was the humanity of thac Emperor, which prompt- 
ed the French to attack our dear aid unfortunate 
country : you know their Condud at Mentz, and 
at Frankfort, one of the moft opulent and ilbuttri- 

ous 
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ous eities in Germany: you are not ignoranrof 
their exceffes at Spires, at Worms, and on thé 
eftates of fome Princes, to whom their virtue was 
no fafeguard againft the irruptions of a banditti. 
Should their armies make any farther advances, 
what will become of our lands and poffeffions 
You are not unacquainted with the order which 
the Convention has given to the Generals, tq efta- 
blifh in every country by force of arms their per. 
nicious doétrines. What muft be the effet of 
fuch proceedings, but to open a door for all the 
calamities and horrors of anarchy ? 


“ To the difgrace of human nature, it is beet 
too true, that you yourfelves have heard the {edi 
tious harangue of one of their orators, who had 
the impudence to affift in the roftrum, that altars 
and thiones muft be pulled down for the happinefs of 
nations. Isis poflible that Germans, a brave and 
loyal people, could hear with cold blood thofe 
horrible menaces, and behold with indiffe- 
tence the approach of thofe fcourges that are pre- 
paring to defolate our country! You wul either 
fall by the {word of the enemy, or you will foon be 
the unhappy dupes and victims of the fallacious 
propagators of their dottrines. The fatal conta- 
gion of the difeafe, with which they are infected, 
will quickly diffolve all the bonds of fociety: the 
torrent of dieit inflammatory opinions will break 

down 
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Gown every mound, and will carty into every 
country the feeds of devaftation and of death. 


‘© No doubt, we are not exempt from the de. 
fedts which are infeparable from the weaknefs of 
human nature; but our paffions are not of that 
horrid defcription, which annihilate property, cor- 
rupt public morals, and fubvert the facred prin- 
ciples of juftice and humanity. 


‘* The French revolution, if it ever fhould 
penetrate into Germany, would there be attended 
with ftill more alarming and more fatal confe- 
quences to citizens of every rank. The multi- 
plied divifions of our territory would render dif- 
orders more frequent, and the mifchief much more 
irreparable. That man alone, who has nothing to 
lofc, might gain by it; but his enjoyment would 
be only momentary. Thank God! our country- 
men have but one fentiment, one opinion upon 
this fubject. 


“¢ Germans of every condition! were even the 
national {pirit and all fenfe of attachment to your 
country extinguifhed in your breafts, ftill you 
fhould ferioufly reflect, that it is your duty to 
fight for your religion, and to defend the property 
of your relations and friends: it is thus that chil- 
dren will deferve the blefling of their fathers:- Yes, 
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every man, who is not dead to the incitements of 
honour, ought to join the imperial army in repel- 
ling the enemy who threatens every thing that is 
dearef and moft facred to us. Follow the example 
of the nation who would involve you in 4 revolu. 
tionary whirlpool: facrifice all, like the French, 
to fave your country, and to preferve future gene~ 
rations from the evils that are preparing for them: 
we afk no other favour of you, but to fhare in all 
your dangers, and to march at your head againft 
the enemy. 


** Let us offer up our voluntary contributions 
on the altar of patrioufm, not from motives of 
oftentation, but for the public good, and without 
feeking vain glory, or anempty name. Let us put 
into the hands of the Imperial and Pruffian minif- 
ters the amount of our patriotic fubfcriptions to 
defray the expences of the prefent war. We place 
the fulleft confidence in thofe two minifters of 
ftate: we are already convinced of their ftriét in- 
tegrity, and their readinefs to receive your gift and 
ours. Every one is at liberty to declare himfelf 
immediately as a fubfcriber, or to fend his name 
in a note fealed up. However fmall the tribute 
offered by patriotic generofity may be, the diet will 
obferve the ftricteft fecrecy in that refpeét. The 
happy period, at which it may be allowable to 
publifh fuch benefactions, will be when we have 
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Stained « glorious peace. Then Germany will 
convince all Europe, that when fhe exerts her full 
energy, the is able to refift every foreign thock. 
Francis and Frederick-William will receive thofe 
gifts with gratitude, and will know how to diftin- 
guith thofe citizens who give fuch proofs of their 
attachment, Europe will foon be fatisfied, that 
the wife and confiderate German is incapable of 
adopting, with falfe enthifiafm, romantic ideas, 
and maxims which may introduce into the bofom 
‘of the country the principles of focial diffolution. 


* Dear countrymen of every clafs and condi- 
tion! we once more conjure you to unite all your 
efforts ; to follow our example; and to be the 
faviours of Germany.” 


LATE 


LATE PICTURE OF PARIS, 





Continuation of the preceding Chapter. 





The military Meafures of the Afembly, with an Account 
of La Fayette’s loft effort and flight. 


HE Affembly felt the utmoft anxiety ree 
fpeéting the manner in which the French 

army would receive the news of the infurrection 
of the roth of Auguft, and of the dethroning of 
the King. Almoft all the generals at the head of 
that army had been members of the Conftituent 
Affembly. Almoft all of them had formed a part 
of that faétious minority of the nobility who had. 
difregarded their oaths, and feveral of whom had 
deferted their King, to attach themfelves to the 
Duke of Orleans, Their aid-de-camps, and bro- 
tl.er-officers were members of the legiflative body: 
thefe ftrengthened their party at Paris, and in- 
formed them of every thing that was carried on in 
the revolutionary committees. Theodore Lameth, 
Jaucourt, Girardin, Dumas, Aubert du Bayet, 
Vou. IL. M d’ Aveyr- 
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d’Aveyrhoult, and fome others were the genuine 
fubftitutes of the Generals La Fayette, A Lameth, 
La Tour-Maubourg, &c. 


All the fenfes of thefe gentlemen were quite 
wrapt up in the great La Fayette. To liften to 
their account of him, be was the firf born fon of 
Miberty, the frou ge of artfocracy, and every mouth pro- 
claimed his prarfe. There were not epithets and 
adjectives enough in the Courtier’s Dictionary to 
characterize and diftinguifh a man whom the late 
Duke de Choifeul had called at firft fight Giles 
premier. 


The directors of the confpiracy of the roth of 
Auguft could not entertain any doubt but that 
exact intelligence had been tranfmitted by fome of 
their brother members to general La Fayette. The 
laft refources of the diforganizing fyftem of tactics 
were therefore to be employed in removing from 
the command of our troops all the generals who 
had taken the former oaths; in appointing repub- 
licans to the fame pofts, without the ritk of a 
mutiny ; and in changing the plan of defence thar 
had been till then adopted. 


Tt was no eafy matter to fubdue the conftitu- 
tional {pirit which the commanders had infufed 
inte the army. The mode, in which the war was 
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carried on by thofe gentlemen, afforded the fol- 
diers and the national volunteers every thing that 
could flatter their felf-love, their cowardice, their 
indolence, and their avarice. The claufe in one 
of the fundamental articles of the conftitution, 
which faid, shat France 1 enounced all ideas of aggran- 
d:zement or conqueft, held out to them the profpect 
of an eafy and agreeable defenfive campaign. In 
cafe of their being put to flight, they could throw 
the blame on their officers, or murder them; and 
even when they had not come to any action, or 
been expofed to the danger of a battle, they had 
always the pleafure to hear themfelves called brave 
fellows, and to be complimented by their officers 
every day at the time of giving out the orders. 
Laftly, as the magazines were abundantly fupplied 
with military flocs, owing to the {mall number of 
troops the ftate had then to maintain, and through 
the active vigilance of the executive power, it was. 
not unufual to fee thofe patriotic foldicrs fell, fix 
umes one after another, the arms and equipments 
ziven them, and which were conftantly renewed 
upon the firft application. 


It was neceflary to deceive them with refpeét to 
the proceedings of the roth of Augufl, and pre- 
pare them to refiit the foreigners that threatened 
the frontiers. The ufual methods were employed 
for this purpofe, Commiffioners were difpatched 
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from the Affembly to engage the troops to take a 
new oath. It was not at firft required of them to 
{wear allegiance to the republic. Though the fac. 
tion had this {cheme of a republic much at heart, 
they did not yet dare to utter the word. The 
form of the oath therefore was fimply to maintain 
equality. The foldier confented to take this oath, 
without knowing what it meant. Great pains had 
been taken to fpread a report, that the oath was 
readily affented to by the armies and the national 
guards all over the kingdom, fo that every corps, 
being convened feparately, pledged itfelf to adhere 
to the new government, and all this through that 
fear of perfons unknown, which had operated with 
fuch effect in every ftage of the revolution. 


That fear of unknown perfons has been attended 
with fuch dreadful confequences for the laft four 
years, that I cannot help taking fome farther no- 
tice of it, 


At the time of the infurrection on the 14th of 
July, the King was prompted to difmifs his loyal 
troops, by the exaggerated account that was given 
Kim of the number and ftrength of the infurgents. 
He was made apprehenfive, that thirty thoufand 
foldiers would be crufhed by three hundred thov- 
fand rebels, when in reality there were not above 
five or fix thoufand of the latter, whom a fingle 
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regiment of Swifs guards would have put to the 
rout. Their number, indeed, feemed greater on 
account of the multitudes of town{people, and even 
of the clergy and gentry, who had crowded into 
the ftreets from curiofity. It was the like panic 
fear that unnerved, as with a paralytic ftroke, the 
lifeguards and the Swifs on the sth of October 5 
and that caufed the firft oath to be taken on the 
4th of February : it was the dread of unknown per- 
fons that caufed in the fame manner the return 
fiom Varennes. M de Goguelat pledged himflf 
there to the King to refcue him in fpite of all op- 
pofition with his fifty huffars, and to conduct him 
fafe to M. de Bouillé. His Majefty was told that 
it would be impoffible to fucceed in fuch an ats 
tempt, on account of the multitude that was 
crowding together. Some hours were {pent in 
doubt, and thus the moft precious time was loft ; 
for there was at firft but a handiul of men, badly 
armed, under ftill worfe commandeis, and in the 
dark, fo that ten dragoons would have made them 
difappear in an inftant. When General Bouillé 
was marching towards Varennes, he was ftopt 
upon the road by a report, that the King was fur- 
rounded by a guard of forty thoufand men, when 
in fact his Majefty was followed by only fifteen 
hundred peafants at moft, whom one fquadron of 
the Royal German horfe would have foon difperfed. 
Whenever the Affembly paffed any decrees, which 
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it was well known the King would never volun. 
tarily fanction, his affent was always extorted by 
the dread of feeing his wife and children facrificed, 
the houfes of the nobility burned, and they them- 
felves maffacred, The city of Paris itfelf, though 
accuftomed to {pread serror through the provinces, 
by meaas of its central force, was fubdued in its 
turn by the dread of unknown pei fons, on the arrival 
of the Marfeillais, and of the foederates. That 
terror, which it ufed to fpread through every de- 
partment, now recoiled from them all upon idelf. 
The brothers of the town of Breft, the friends of 
Marfeilles, the brothers and friends of Boideaux 
ftruck dead with affght the Parifian national 
guards. It was thus that every foldier being in 
dread of his regiment, every regiment being in 
dread of the whole army, and every army being 
in dread of the collected forces of the ftate, the 
National Affembly faw the proceedings of the 
1oth of Auguft approved of, without any murmur, 
though there was hardly one French foldier in 
twenty who would otherwife have heard them with 
indifference, or without indignation, 


The new oath was taken, like all others from 
the beginning of the revolution, freely, as it was 


pretended, but in reality, with fear and irembling. 
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This art of directing and preventing panic fear 
is the main fpring of governments, and the grand 
art of all governors, Strike 1 :nto others, but never 
receive 1t from them, ought to be the ruling maxim 
of all minifters. This maxim was perfectly under- 
ftood by that minifter, who in October lait, when 
he faw fome hundreds of defperad o¢s in London 
trufting to a few dozens of their aff ciates in the 
different county towns for the imperceptible dif- 
fufion of their feditious fentiments, which the 
filence of terror might afterwards caufe to be mif- 
taken for the fentiments of the people, was very 
fenfible thar he had nothing more to do but to 
come forward ina firm and decided manner, in 
order to make thofe proud infects fhrink into the 
duft. Affociations of men of property were formed 
with the rapidity of hhtning, and their effect was 
as inftantaneous as that of a thunderbolt. The 
nation, thus warned of the danger, immediately 
rallied round the ftandard of royalty and of pro- 
perty. The fons of fadlion, oppreffed at once by 
fhame and panic fear, had no refource but in con- 
cealment. In order to clea: themfelves from fuf- 
picion, and to cover the minifter with reproach, 
they afferted that no fuch thing as a plot exifted, 
and by that very affertion they proved its exiftence. 
Thus Mr. Pitt, by fpreading a/arm among thofe 
who were moft intereftcd in the prefervation’of 
peace and of property, faved his country from a 
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real confpiracy, and counter-plotted the confpira- 
tors ; while M. Necker ruined France by giving 
way to the like alarms, and by availing himfelf of 
their influence ta work upon the mind of a weak 
monarch. 


The National Affembly, making ufe of the fame 
engine, ¢error, to eftablifh its tyranny, and to 
deftroy all property, fecured oaths of allegiance 
from the armies that were then on foot. All the 
fovereigns of Europe were not at that time ina 
ftate of hoflility with France. Its King had pre- 
vented, as far as he was able, its being plunged 
jnto a war with the whole world, of which he was 
fenfible that unjve:fal ruin muft be the confe- 
quence. The moment was not yet arrived, when 
half a million of men wauld be neceflary to defend 
us. Our whole force confifted of a hundred and 
fifty thoyfand men, ftationed in different quarters. 


The northern army, or that in Flanders, com- 
manded by La Fayette, had yuft attempted, under 
hjs and old Luckner’s dire€tion, to invade Brabant; 
but the expedition terminated in burning the 
fuburbs of Courtray, and killing General Gouvion. 
The army was then in the worft ftate poffible. 
‘This was owing to the precipitate departure of the 
two commanders in chief, who had been ordered 
to repair with all difpatch to the places threatened 
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by the Duke of Brunfwick, The command of the 
frontiers thus devolved on a General of the former 
Conftituent Affembly, Arthur Dillon, having Du- 
mourier and Bournonville under him. Thofe three 
Generals, who were then feparately pofted at Mau. 
beuge, at Pont fur Sambre, and at the camp at 
Maulde, had haidly between them twenty thou- 
{and effective men, who were unable to hinder 
Clairfayt from advancing as far as Bavay to infule 
the French territories. La Fayette was gone to 
Sedan to put himfelf at the head of a divifiun of 
his forces, that was called the army of Ardennes, 
Arthur Dillon, on receiving an account of the 
events of the roth of Auguift, fancied that, with 
La Fayette’s affiflance, he could ftem the torrent 
then beginning to {well, He was indeb’ed to the 
King for his late promotion to the rank of lieutes 
nant-general; he alfo afpired to the government 
of Martinico: his family had been loaded with 
favours by the Court: he thoughe it his duty to 
give a final proof of his fidelity to the King and 
conftitution : he gave out the following orders in 
his camp on the thirteenth of Augutt ; 


“ Great and unfortunate events have taken place in the city 
of Paris. General Arthur Dillon, commander in chief on the 
“ northeio frontiers cannot communicate any particular accougt 
“ of them to his army, till he receives intelligence in an official 
* and authentic manner. But it is afferted, that the conttitution 
* has been violated. Whoever the men may be who have thus 
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% broken their oaths, they are certainly enemies to French fi. 
“berty. The geneial embraces this opportunity, in a moment 
% of alarm, to renew his oath to fpill the Jaft diop of his blood 
“ in fupporting it in its full extent the conftitution of the king- 
#6 dom, as decreed by the Conftituent National Affembly in the 
* years 1789, 1790, and 1791, and to remain inevery particular 
 jathful to the Nation, to the law, and to the King. 


A. DILLON.” 


After having iffued this proclamation, Dillon 
withed to get it adopted by his army. Dumourier, 
who had then the command at Maulde camp, had 
too much underftanding not to perceive that by 
giving bis affent to it, he put himfelf entirely un- 
der the guardianthip of La Fayette, the ringleader 
of that oppofition. He alfo faw very clearly, that 
the combined Generals, as they were unfupplied 
with money, ammunition, and provifions, could 
not retain their power for a fortnight: he felt no 
inclination therefore to make an impracticable at- 
tempt, and in which alfo he would have appeared 
only in the third rank. He therefore laughed at 
General Dillon, and proceeded to the real order of 
the day, which was the oath to maintain equality. 


It happened that, as the frontier, where he com- 
manded, was the neafeft to Paiis, thé account of 
his having taken the oath arrived there firft: no 
reward could be too great for his having fet fuch 
aacxample, The utmoft eagernefs was therefore 
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fhewn to intruft him with the command of Lg 
Fayette’s army, and foon after, with the chief com- 
mand of all the forces of the republic. 


Three commiffioners from the Affembly, Belle. 
garde, Delmas, and Dubois Defbays arrived at the 
army in Flanders. The unfortunate Dillon, who 
had never been perfectly right in his mind fince 
the affaffination of the General his namefake, being 
now frightened at the arrival of thofe commif- 
fioners, began to repent, loft himfelf in excufes, 
pleaded ignorance, and was pardoned, but obliged 
to ferve under Dumourier, whom he fo lately come 
manded. Thefe humiliations, with his mean and 
fervile cringing to the Jacobins, to the municipa- 
lity, to the affaffins of the fecond of September, 
have not preferved him fince from remaining un- 
employed, nor even from having charges brought 
again{ft him. He has recourfe, it is faid, to the 
bottle for confolation : yet, according to his own 
affertions, he is the man who faved the republic, 
by occupying the poft of the //fertes in Champagne, 
which the Duke of Brunfwick fo conftantly ne- 
giected +. 


The 


* J fhall make no farther mention of this Dillon: it is with 
much relu‘tance that I found myfelf obliged by the feverity of 
my chara&er as a hiftorian to biing him upon the ftage, But 
let not the fenfibility 9f his numerous family take any alarm : 
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The arrival of the commiffioners, and the re- 
ception they met with from Dumourier at Maulde 
camp, are become, from the circumftances that 
have fince happened, a very interefting piece of 
hiftory. The reader’s curiofty will be gratified 
in hearing how that General then treated the na- 
tional commiffioners. We meet with the follow- 
jng information on the fubject in patriotic letters 
from the camp of Maulde on the twentieth of 
Augutt ; 


“« This camp, famous for its patriotifm, gave the 
commuiffioners of the National Affembly the moft 
affecting reception . the foldiers, the generals, the 
officers, all vied with one another in warm teftimo- 
nies of confidence, refpect, and attachment to the 
reprelentatives of the people.——Fi/ty dragoons, come 
manded by a captain, a lieutenant, and a fub-lieu- 
tenant, went fo meet the commiffioners as far as St. 
Amand. On their entering the camp, this efcort 
was replaced by an honorary guard of two batta- 
lions with their colours. The generals, who came 


the blood it has fhed for France in the courfe of fifty years , the 
many loyal fubyeéts it has given birth to in the church, in the 
army, and in literature, will ever juftify the favours conferred on 
it by the crown. Even Arthur Dillon had made a fortunate 
beginning. The warmth of his paffions led him aftray : he 
a confidence in La Fayette: he wifhed to reafon upow 
principles of honour ; and he was the dupe of thofe illufions. 


ta 


[ 169 J 


to receive the commiffioners, embraced them very 
cordially, and conducted them to the head quarters, 
amidit the firing of cannon from the grand park 
and the redoubts. 


‘© After dinner, the commiffioners wifhed to 
pay the camp a friendly vifit. The drum beats: 
in five minutes, twelve thoufand men are under 
arms, and drawn up in two lines before the fa/ces. 
The three commiffioners advance through the 
center of this army of brothers, and amidft thun- 
ders of applaufe, enriptured and affected at the 
fight. When they came to the firft Parifian bat- 
talion, their ears were charmed with martial mufic, 
foftening its manly tones, and making the air re- 
found with the delightful tune, the family tune 
of ou peut-on etre mreux, &c. They embrace the com- 
mancers : the troop prefent their arms to the re- 
prefentatives of the mayefty of the nation, and they 
are faluted by the colours: a general fhout is then 
heard of The Nation for ever ! The National Affembly 
for ever! Liberty and Equality for ever! All join 
with one voice, as they all have bur one and the 
fame {pirit, one and the fame heart, 


The cavalry were not lels zealous in teftifying thet 
joy and their confidence. As the commiffioners ap- 
proach each battalion and each fquadron, they 
meet with the fame reception, the fame homage, 
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the fame acclamations. No fooner is each corps 
reviewed in this brotherly manner, than the fol- 
diers, laying down their arms before the fafes, run 
to follow the commiffioners, and efcort them with 
fhouts of bleffings and of applaufe. When they 
reached the laft battalion, the whole army joined 
their train and accompanied them to the grand 
field, where the united bands of every corps played 
up 4 ravifhing ¢a ira, to which every heart beat 
time. They afterwards returned to the head quar- 
ters with that immenfe retinue, which, from the 
perfect harmony of its motions, its tranfports, and 
its fhouts, one would have taken for a fingle ho- 
mogeneous mafs. All the officers then paid the 
commiffioners a regimental vifit. 


¢ Suddenly an exprefs arrives, and begs leave 
fo get through the multitude that crowded round 
the head-quarters. They make way for him: he 
afks for M. Dumourier; and prefents his dif- 
patches. The general opens the packet... . Joy 
is difcoverable.... The traitor La Fayette is fu- 
perfeded, and his poft is to be taken by Dumou- 
rier, who is appointed commander in chief of the 
northern army. At this news, the whole camp, 
which one would think had alieady exhaufted it- 
felf in demonftrations of joy, gives way to frefh 
tranfports, fully as rapturous as the former. AU 
accompany 
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accompany the commifioners to their carriage, and fifty, 
borfe efcort them to Valenciennes. 


‘¢ Next morning, (the 19th) General Dumou- 
rier repaired to Valenciennes, to confer with the 
commiffioners on the means of fecuring that rebel 
La Fayette. The camp was left under the com- 
mand of its founder, M. Bournonville, who had 
long been ftationed there with only four battalions 
and two fquadrons of horfe, to face five-and-twenty 
thoufand of the enemy, whom, by his courage and 
his indefatigable activity, he cured a little of their 
inclination to harafs him. He may be juftly called 
the young father of this numerous family, by whom 
he is refpected though mild, and loved though fee 
vere, becaufe he knows how to fupport his mild- 
nefs by his feverity, and to temper his feverity by 
his mildnefs.” 


After fo brilliant an entertainment, and fo cor 
dial a welcome, who could fuppofe, that in fix 
months, and at the fame fpot, four new national 
commuiffoners, and the founder of the camp him 
{elf, would have been put under arreft there by 
that very Dumourier ; and that the fame fifty dra- 
goons, who had gone as far as St. Amand to meet 
the former commiffioners, and to conduét them in 
triumph, would have been afterwards appointed 
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to efcort the latter as a melancholy guard to the 
prifons of Mons! Fortune! fuch are thy whims, 


It is curious to attend to Dumourier’s language 
at that former period. Hie wrote in the following 
manner to his friend Genfonné, on the fourteenth 
ot Auguft : 


* Dillon has juft undone bimfelf by an avowal of 
§« bis attachment to the royal caufe, which he made 
*« known on giving out the general orders at his 
‘© camp at Pont fur Sambre, and which he ordered 
‘me to publifh inmine. J have formally difobeyed 
“© bim, and I have fent the papers containing his 
“ orders to the Affembly’s commiffioners who are 
*¢ juft come to the army, and whom I expect in 
“* my camp to-morrow. 


 Thope I fhall at length have it in my power 
“€ to render great fervice to the caufe of the fove- 
“© reignty and liberty of the French nation, I thall 
fet about it with all my might, as eel as to reftore 
$6 Belgse liberty.” 


Dumourier’s great merit at that time confifted 
in difobedience of his fuperior officer’s orders, and 
in declaring his intention to invade Brabant. Li- 
eentioufnefs and pillage were his chief titles to the 
confidence of the nation, He had already fer the 
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example of a difregard of fubordination, by re. 
fufing, before the tenth of Auguft, to correfpond 
with the War Minifter, or with his generals. He 
had taken the refolution to addrefs all his dif. 
patches directly to the Prefident of the Affembly. 
He thus flattered the pride of that body, whom he 
faw grafping without any controul at all power. 
This was not the moft honourable, nor even the 
moft conftirutional, but the fafeft mode of pro- 
ceeding, if, however, there can be any thing fafe 
or certain ina ftate of republican anarchy. 


I muft now proceed to General La Fayette’s 
camp, and give an account of the half-vexation, 
the half-madnefs, the ha!f-meafures of thofe abor- 
tive revolutionifts who compofed his confticuuonal 
court. 


The National Affembly had fent double the 
ufual number of commiffioners to the northern 
army. Ic had difpatched fix there, when it cone 
tented itfelf with fending three to the armies in 
Lorraine, and in Alface. It forefaw that the laft 
convulfions of the conftitution wonld be more 
violent at La Fayette’s head-quarters, than at thofe 
of the filly old fool, Luckner, to whom every 
thing, except wine and money, wis perfedtly in- 
different, or at the head-quartets of M. de Biron, 
who had been in the fecret for thefe four years. 
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The Affembly therefore multiplied its engines in 
proportion to the refiftance expected, and fent off 
alfo thiee of its bravoes to the army in Ardennes, 
in order to difpatch the filly La Fayette. Ker. 
faint, Antonelle, and Peraldy were the emiffaries 
fent upon this errand. 


La Fayette found himfelf in the midft of a 
thoufand dangers ; and his own confcience afford- 
ed him no encouragement in this frightful firua- 
tion. His party inthe Affembly was defeated. It 
was the reyection of the motion for his impeach- 
ment on the eighth of Auguft that had ripened 
and accclerated the explofion on the tenth : it was 
the blood fpilt in the Champ de Mars—it was his 
long didtatorfhip in the ftreets of Paris—it was his 
being related to M. de Boutllé—it was his conduct 
in the month of July, that now confticuted his 
guilt in the eyes of the people :—I fhould rather 
fay, that thofe were the apparent means made ufe 
of by Providence to avenge the blood of Favras, 
the King’s long captivity, and three years {pent in 
plots of ambition and rebellion. 


What ftep can he take at fuch a crifis ? No- 
thing will juftify him wherever he may be brought 
to trial, Were he at the bar of the old parliament, 
he would be found guilty of high-treafon : before 
the revolutionary tribunal, he muft fland convitted 

of 
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of having fhed the blood of the people: in a houfe 
of peers, they would condemn him for having 
preached up the doétrine of infurreCtion, and the 
pretended rights of man: even in the high na- 
tional court, he would be chaiged with having un- 
neceffarily removed and harraffed his army, for ne 
other purpofe, but to keep under his own immes 
diate controul a troop that was devoted to him. 
It would alfo have been proved againft him, that 
he had taken this nattonal army into quarters in 
the midft of fummer, while the frontiers were left 
expofed to the enemy ; and that he was of courfea 
traitor, The bandage has fallen off, and the illu- 
fion has vanifhed. He looks about in vain for a 
people that confifted of bankers and fubftantial ci- 
tizens: they have difappeared, and he beholds a 
new race of people, a terrible mob of /ans culottes, 
ravenous for his head, and thirfting for his blood. 
On the thirteenth of Auguft, he calls together, in 
great tumult and diforder, his little council, and 
the adminiftrative bodies of the department of 
Ardennes. They precipitately come to fome refo- 
lutions that have not the leaft ftamp of dignity or 
grandeur. On the contrary, every one of them 
feemed didtated by that {pint of diftraétion, which 
is the fore-runner of the downfall of ambitious 
{ihemers. On that very day, an officer, named 
Lg Veneur, wrote to the battalions of the line and 
to the national troops the following letter, in order 
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to guard them by early deception againft the fu. 
ture deception and artifice of the commiffioners 
who were expected : 


* Patriotic foldiers' nothing muft be any longer 
© concealed from you: the conftitution, which 
“you have {worn to maintain, is no more : the 
‘¢ Marfeillais and a troop of rebcls have ftormed 
“ the Palace in the ‘(huileries : the national guards 
* and the Swifs made a vigorous refiftance ; but 
“¢ for want of ammunition they have been obliged 
to furrender. M. Daffry, hisaid-de-camps, and 
‘Call his family, have been butchered. The 
‘* King, the Queen, and the Royal Family made 
“€ their efcape to the National Affembly : the re- 
*¢ bels followed them thither; and with fire in 
** one hand, and the {word in the other, they com- 
“ pelled the Affembly to decree the King’s fuf- 
“€ penfion, -which it did in order to fave his life. 
** Citizens ! you have no longer any reprefenta- 
“ tives : the National Affembly is enflaved. Your 
“¢ armies are without a head: Petion reigns : the 
“¢ favage Danton and his fatellites are mafters . ... 
** Take your choice, then, foldiers, either to re- 
*¢ eftablifh upon the throne the heir of the crown, 
* or to take Petion for your King.” 


This letter feemed to produce the withed-for 
effec: the troops gave fome hopes. It was not, 
howevel, 
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however, any very hard matter to fee, that the Ge. 
netal, who had dictated it, only fpoke the lan- 
guage of difappointed ambition, in caufing this 
propofal to be made to his foldiers to chufe be- 
tween Petion and himfelf, under the name of the 
King of the Confticution. 


To this letter, which was written at the fpur of 
the moment to tamper with the army, La Fayette 
added another that was addrefled to the municipal 
officers of Sedan, ordering them to arreft the com- 
miffioners that were every moment expected. He 
took every thing upon his own refponfibility as the 
General of the Conftitution, This letter, as well 
as the refolutions, and minutes of the proceedings 
of the department and common council were fent 
and circulated with great profufion in the neigh: 
bouring departments. Bur thofe papers hardly 
converted, or made the leaft impreffion on, any 
body. Who, indeed, could rely on the fincerity 
of a man, that after having Aim/t/f affed with via- 
lence againft his King for three years, now com. 
plained of the /tke violence exer cifed by another perfon 
on the tenth of Augutt ! 
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Copy of a Letter from M. La Fayette to the Municipar 
lity of Sedan, dated Head Quarters, Auguh 13, 
1794 


** Commiffioners are coming from the National 
6* Affembiy, to preach to the army an unconftitu- 
‘¢ tional doctrine. Itis very evident to every man 
** of fincerity and candour, that on the tenth of 
‘* Augult, when the King was fufpended, violence 
© was ufed towards the National Affembly ; and 
“¢ that the members, who accepted of this commif- 
* fion, muft be zuther the leaders or the tools of 
“the faction that enflaved in fo outrageous 
“manner both the National Affembly and the 
“* King. 


© T require, according to the precife letter of the 
** law refpe€ting military authority, and by which 
«eT make myfelf folely and perfonally refponfible, 
«© the municipality of Sedan to apprehend the in- 
“¢ dividuals calling themfelves commiffioners of 
*¢ the National Affembly, and to put them in a 
“© fecure place, under the guard of a fuperior of- 
“© ficer, who, adling under my fole and perfonal 
 refponfibility, fhall execute this order, which 
“*he cannot refufe to obey, without fybjecting 
“ himfelf to be immediately brought before a 
* court-martial, 


« T muft 
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# I muft alfo require the conftituted authorities 
“* of the departments, by virtue of the fame laws, 
“* to approve of thefe meafuies ; and 1 fhall fend a 
* fimilar 1equifition to the tribunal of the diftrié 
“ of Sedan, and tothe different departments, where 
‘‘ the troops, intrufted to my care, are now fta- 
** tioned. 


“ This letter, being depofited in the municipal 
“« archives, will ferve as a voucher to thew, that 
* neither the common council of Sedan, nor the 
** national guards whom the law places under my 
© command, nor the troops of the army, includ- 
“« ing the volunteers as well as the troops of the 
“© Jine, and particularly M. Sicard, colonel of the 
*« forty-third regiment, whom I mean to fend with 
“* thefe ordeis, nor the admimiflrative and judicial 
** bodies, who may concur in putting thofe com- 
‘© miffioners under arreft, are hable to any refpon- 
‘© fibility ; and that it is myfelf alone, who, faithful 
* to my oaths, to the principles of the declaration 
‘ of rights, and to the conftitution decreed by the 
* fovereign will of the nation, requue, as I have a 
“right todo, fuch meafures to be purfucd as are 
“ confiftent with the moft determined retiftance ta 
* oppreflion, that firft duty of freemen. 

* Signed 


“ LA FAYETTE.” 


N«q The 
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The commiffioners arrived at Sedan the next 
morning, Auguft 14th. The minutes of the pro- 
ceedings of the common council of Sedan, being 
indifputably anthentic, relieve me from the ne- 
ceffity of giving any other account of the arrefting 
of the commiffioners, but what was inferted in 
thofe minutes. 1 fhall only add one remark, that 
Kerfaint, the brave republian, trembling for his 
life, cried like a child, and even fell upon his 


knees feveral times to beg the people to pardon 
him. 


Extraft 
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Extra from the Minutes of the Proceedings of the 
Common Council of Sedan, on the Fourteenth of Aw- 
gi, 1792. 


“ Tris day, four perfons coming from Ma- 
zieres, and provided with paffports, were taken up 
and brought to the town hall. Thofe ftrangers, 
on being interrogated refpecting who they were, 
and what was the object of their Journey, faid that 
they were members of the National Affembly, and 
jntrufted with a commiffion the nature of which 
they explained. Their paffports, being examined, 
did not appear agreeable to the forms prefcribed 
by the act made the twenty-firft of laft March. 
Some very exceptionable words alfo in their cte- 
dentials, and their date at a period too fatal to the 
true friends of the conftitution, are proofs of cheig 
not deferving any confidence. 


‘* Upon examining their commiffion next, fup+ 
pofing it to have been iffued by the National Af 
fembly, it was evident, that 1t could not be looked 
upon either as a lepal aft, or as a free a@. Firft, 
it wanted the neceffary forms prefcribed by the 
conftitution, namely, the royal affent. Befides, 
the powers conferred on thofe pretended: commiuf- 
fioners were a direct invafion of the executive 
power. Secondly, the act could nor have been a 
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free one, as it was unhappily but too notorious 
from its date, and the violent and atrocious deeds 
perpetrated at that time, that the legrflative body 
could not have been in pofleffion of its liberty; a 
truth confirmed in fome fort by the anfwers of 
thofe felf-named commiffioners. The firft of them, 
who faid he was M. Kerfaint, without admitting 
in exprefs terms that the National Affembly was 
not free, faid, however, that the people were ina 
ffate of jinfurreftion. The fecond, who called 
him(elf Peraldy, {poke nearly to the fame purport, 
Laftly, the thud, who declared his name to be 
Antonelle, made the |ike confeffion in full more 
politive terms. 


“The common council after deliberating on 
the validity of the paflports laid before them, and 
after having heard the opinion of their folicitor on 
the fubyeét, confidering alfo the prefent ftate of 
public affairs, refolve, that Mefirs. Kerfaint, 
Peraldy, Antonelle, and Klairwal fhall be put 
under arieft till farther orders, 


“In the next place, taking into confideration 
the nature of the powers fpecified in the creden» 
tials of thofe pretended commiffioners ; 


* Confidering, that, at the moment when thefa 
powers were conferred, the National Affembly, 
befet 
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befet by a horde of rebels who filled the metrope- 
lis with carnage and blood, could not act with 
freedom, and that it was only to prevent greater 
crimes that the Affembly could confent to a decree 
for fufpending the royal authority, a decree which 
is the moft flagrant and outrageous breach of the 
conftitution,—a decree, or rather a monftrous aét, 
which the Affembly fhould make it a point of 
duty to revoke as foon as it thal] be reftored to 
irfelf again by its oppreffors ; 


** Confidering, that all the acts which have been 
pafled, or which may pafs, while the Aflembly is 
expofed to the fword of aflaffins, muft be void and 
null for the fame reafon ; 


** Confidering, that, if thofe pretended commif- 
fioners were really members of the Affembly, as 
they fay, they would never have accepted of a 
commiffion fubverfive of the conflitution, which 
tends to deceive the people, to excite a mutiny ia 
the army, to fuperfede the brave genetals now in 
command ; and that they can therefore be looked 
upon only as the emiffaries of the faétion that has 
ulurped powers expre(sly delegated by the national 
fovereignty ; 


‘* Confidering, that the King, and his auguft 
family, as well as all the members of the legiflative 


body 
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body that remain faithful to their duty, are ftill in 
the power $f the rebels ; 


‘6 The common council farther refolve, that 
thofe pretended commiffioners, &c. fhall remain in 
this city, under a proper, and fecure guard, and 
fhall be kept as hoftages, till the public fhall be 
fully fatisfied, that the National Affembly and the 
King are free, and have nothing more to fear from 
their oppreffors. 


* Jn the prefence of, and figned by Defrouffeaux, 
the mayor; Legardeur Junior; Raulin-Huffon ; 
Saint-Pierre; La Motte-Germain ; Fournier ; 
Jofe,h and Edward Bechet; Noel Laurent; 
Pctifils Verrier ; Gigou-St.-Simon, municipal offi. 
cers: Lenoir-Peyre, folicitor to the common 
council; Caillon, fubftitute; Waroguier and 
Groffelin, the fathers; Legardeur, fenior; Foffey; 
Le Chauleur; Mefmer; Hennecy ; Edet, junior; 
Chayaux-Caillon ; Gibou-Vernon ; Edet, carpens 
ter; Ternaux; Jacquet Delatre; Ludet and Dal, 
chet, the fathers; A.C. Rouffeau and Hermane 
Servais, notables.” 


Intelligence is foon received that the army is 
diffatisfied with having the commiffioners put 
under arreft. The patriotic club of Sedan excite 
fome difturbance round the place of their confines 
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ment. A report is fpread that Dumourier is at 
Valenciennes concerting with the other commif-— 
fioners the meafures neceffary to fet their colleagues 
at liberty, A panic terror {eizes the little army 
encamped at Vaux. In vain does Alexander La- 
meth exert himfelf, and run from batallion to 
batallion : in vain does he repeat the words per= 
sired rebels : in vain does he fpeak of the facrifices 
he made for the fake of the conftitution, and of 
the near approach of the Auftrians: the national 
voluntecrs, as well as the troops of the line, {mile 
at his perplexity: in one place, they fing ¢a ira to 
him; and in another place, they reproach him 
with what he coft the civil lift, and with his former 
acts of bafenefs, 


The reotment of the Crown, one of the three, 
which, through the Queen’s intereft, had been 
given to his family, refufes to take the oath he 
requires. La Fayette, confounded, difconcerted, 
abandened by all excent the {mall party of officers 
who had linked their fortunes to his crimes, avails 
himfelf of the darknefs, and, in the night of the 
19th of Auguft, makes his efcape through the 
woods of Bouillon, leaving thus expofed to the 
fury of the National Affembly the adminiftrative 
bodies of Sedan, who, through his influence, had 
cenfured, and declared all the proceedings of the 
Affembly illegal. He flies, to efcape the decree 

of 
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of impeachment that was going to be pafled 
again{ft him and all his party ; and in confequence 
of this flight, even the patriots load him with the 
multiplied epithets of coward and traitor; and 
fuch is the indignation excited againft him alone, 
that the refiftance of the municipality and of the 
department of Sedan is forgotten, and they are 
pardoned upon the firft fhew of repentance. ‘ 


* The following 1s a copy of a letter written by General La 
Fayette to the municipality af Sedan It fhews fome ftill re- 
maining marks of his cold pride. He accufes the defpots, be- 
caufe he 1s no longer one himfelf He alfo accufes the pretended 
enemies of hberty, by whom he means, no doubt, the emigrants, 
But why did thofe unfoitunate men emigrate? Was it not to 
fave their liberty from the profcriptions of the man of the 18th 
of February; and was not La Fayette that very man? 


Copy of a letter, dated Bouillon, Augnft the 19th, 
1992, addrefed by M. La Fayette to the munitpal 
offiers of Sedan. 


“ GENTLEMEN, 

“ IF the laft drop of my blood could 
be of any fervice to the common council of Sedan, it has a sight 
to fuch a facrifice, and it would be lefs painful to me than the 
ftep I now take. But as I forefee, for reafons which will be 
very obvious to you, that my ftay with you would have no other 
effe& than that of expofing you in a few days to the utmoft 
danger, I feel it my duty to preferve the city of Sedan from any 
calamities which I might occafion; and I think that the moft 
effectual fervice I can now render that city is to remove far from 

it 
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Ya Fayette and his followers had not advanced 
far, before they were arrefted, a little beyond 
Rochefort, by a detached piquet guard of five or 
fix Limburg volunteers, commanded by the Count 
d’Harnoncourt. The piquet, feeing a body of 
cavalry advance, levelled their pieces, made them 
ftop, and then ordered one of them to advance in 
order to be conduéted to their commanding officer. 
The perfon, who alighted to furrender himfelf, was 
Bureau de Pufy, an officer of artillery, the fame 
who, when member of the Conftituent Affembly, 
received from the King the oath of the 4th of 
February. M. d'i'aimoncourt, perceiving the 
national cockade in his hat, immediately dif- 
patched two officers and fifty men to fecure that 
party of hoife which confifted of forty men, twenty 
four of whom wete officers, and the reft, fervants. 


it a man extlawed ly all the eremses of liber tyy—a man, whe will 
never bend hrs neck bencath the yoke of any defpotifm, and who, 
penetrated with grief at being at this moment no longer able to 
be ufeful to his country, finds no confolation but in offering up 
his prayers, that the facred caufe of liberty and equality, the holy 
name of which is now profaned (1f it could be profaned) by the 
crimes of a faction, may not be long oppreffed ; and in renewing 
his oath to a truly pattotic common council, to remain faithful 
to the principles that direéted his whole hfe. 


Signed 
LA FAYETTE.” 


They 
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They fuffered themfelves to be made prifoners and 
co be difarmed. On being interrogated refpecting 
their defigns, La Fayette anfwered, that their in- 
tention was to purfue their route at the back of 
the Auftrian army, not expecting to be met by 
any body, and thus to get to Maeftricht, to Hol- 
land, to England, and to America. M. d’Har- 
moncourt made them take off the national cockade. 
"Thofe who had been members of the Conftituent 
Affembly, were fent to Luxemburgh, whence they 
were afterwards removed to Wezel, and from 
thence to Magdeburg, where they ftill remain. 
Thofe, who were merely officers, were direCtly 
conducted to the citadel of Antwerp, and fome 
were fet at liberty on the {pot. 


As foon as they were arrefted, thofe gentlemen 
thought proper to make a fort of proteft, as a falvo 
for their honour, againft the defpotifm of the 
power that put them under arreft. Let us hear 


what they faid: their proteft is a curious pro- 
duction. 


** The underfigned, French citizens, [the denomi- 
mation of the new republicans] forced away by an 
irrefiftible concurrence of extraordinary circumftances 
From the bappinefs of ferving, as they never ceafed to 
da, the liberty of their country; [it was not liberty,. 
it was their own pride, it was the king-killing 
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foheme of the faction who had declared war ageing 
Auftiia that the confticutionalifts were ferving] se 
longer able to oppofe the violations of the confiitution, 
{in forming that very conftitution, -they had vio+ 
lated the one under which they were born] efaby 
hfbed there by the national wll; [fay rather, by the 
violence of a few, not by the will of ail: fo far 
from being approved by all, nobody withes to heay 
any more of it) declare ; 


“* That they cannot be conidered as military enemipy 
as they have given up their commiffons in tha Frendh 
army;” [Why then did they ftjll wear the national 
cockade, the cockade of rebellion? By what Gguy 
or tokens could it have been gertainly known, 
whether they were enemies, of runaways? Wil} 
they fay, that fifty men on hobeback laid dows 
their arms before 4 few peafapts? But this was 
not the firft time that patriots were feen to fly be 
fore the like proportion of adverfarics. Befides, 
js it enough to fay, that one is deferting, to oblige 
the enemy to believe it? The argument is figil 
ftronger againft the General of an army and his 
principal officers, who may be out recenqoitring] 
and firll lefs as that portion of their cewntrymen, who 
bave been prompted either by motives of interop, by 
featiments, or by opinions, the very revere of theirs, to 
Join the powers at war with France; [Thus not 
having been able to face im the open field that 

Vox, II, Q refpectabla, 
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fefpeftable corps of Frenchmen of rank and pra- 
perty, who aré endeavouring {word in hand to 
force their way back to their houfes and poffeffions, 
whence they had been driven by violence, thefe 
rinaways attempt to fight them with the arms of 
calumny. They entertain, you fay, fentiments 
vety different from yours: they certainly do, and 
they glory in fo doing. How, in fact, is it poffible 
they could agree with you in opinion? Was it nog 
one of your runaway train,* who told the Jaco- 
bins, that a fupplement was wanting to the revolue 
‘tion ? Well then, that fupplement 1s pow added tg 
it: you feel,it, inftead of making others feel it. 
‘Why: did you lay down the principle? Was it not 
alfo one of thofe who concurred with you jn opi- 
nion, who faid,} thar the blood of Berthter was not 
pure enough to be lamented? In fhort, was it not 
two of your train,} who went, under your au- 
pices, with Drouet, to arreft, and to bring back, 
with Petion, the unfortunate royal family from 
‘Varennes to Paris, to be there put again into your 
chains ; while thofe gentlemen, whom you calum- 
niate, went to lofe their lives under the eyes of 
their King and-Queen, to confole them in their 
Gifappomtments by a look of affe€tion and loy- 


* Lameth. 
+ Barnave. 
} La Tour Maubourg, and Romeuf. 
alty? 
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sity ? * Yet thofe are the perfons, from whom you 
with to keep yourfelves diftinét, and whofe cha~ 
raters you would fain blacken in the eyes of 
Europe that has efpoufed their caufe !—-Ah! M,. 
La Fayette, make yourfelf eafy on that heads 
neither you, nor any of your party will ever be 
CONSIDERED as thofe gentlemen.] “ dut as fos 
retgners, who clarm a free paffage, to which they bave 
aright by the law of nations, and which they will 
make ufe of to repatr with all [peed to fome territory, 
the government of which ts not actually engaged in any 
hoftities againft therr country. Signed at Rochefort, - 
this mneteenth of Auguft, 1792, by 

La Faverrs,. 

La Tour Mavzoura, 

ALEXANDER LAMETH, 

BUREAU DE Puzy,” 


*$ Afterwards, by the aid-de-camps, and their 
brother officers, 

“© Laumoy, Duroure, Maffoxr, Sicard, Vidor 

Gouvion, Langlois, Ssonvlle, V. Romeuf, 

A. Romeuf, L. Romeuf, D’ Agrain, Curmer, 

Piller, La Colombe, Vittor La Tour Maue 

boarg, Ch. La Tour Maubourg, Darblay, 
Soubeyran, and Cadignan.” 


+ Dampierre, who was killed clofe to the King’s carriage, at 
St. Menchoult, 
Q2 The 
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The partifans of the conftitution have been long 
téazing foreign courts and their minifters with 
femonitrances in favour of the four prifoners whom 
the king of Pruffia detains, till the whole of the 
French revolution can be brought to trial before 
the tribunal of nations. Happily, as an example 
is due to public vengeance, thofe foreign courts 
have turned a deaf ear to fuch remonftrances. 
The grand trial will foon be entered upon. 
Bot how could the advocates of the conftitution 
be fo blind as not to fee, thar, by endeavouring to 
get away their clients from the tribunal which is 
to fit in judgment on them, they acknowledge 
them to be gui‘ty, and acknowledge themfelves to 
be theit accomplices. This is acting inconfiftently 
even with one of the principles of their own con- 
ftitution, which forbids any man to fly from 
juftice. 


M. de la Fayette will then be brought to trial! 
He will appear at the bar of juftice on the ftool 
where Favras fat; and, to add to his mortifica- 
tien, the commandant of Paris will pledge himfelf 
to the judges to prevent any tumult among that 
populace, whofe frantic violence La Fayette ufed 
cither to check, oF to inflame, juit to gratify his 
pride, or his enormity! While he is now waiting 
ahe approach of that terrible moment, let us. coolly 
examine the laft ftep he has taken, 

. Had 
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Had his narrow mind been capable of any great 
tonception, he would have feen, that there wad 
but one line for him to ptirfue. Hé would have 
feen, had he reafoned but for a moment, even ac- 
cording to his own principles, that thé true na- 
tional reprefentation was at Coblentz, and round 
the perfons of the emigrant princes. He ought to 
have knows, that as there can be no nation with- 
but territory, no territory without proprietors, and, 
as more than three fourths of the proprietors of 
the French territoties had emigrated, it was in fact 
in the camp of the princes that the nation and the 
tnonarchy actually cxifted. There alone was to 
be found the genérat will, becaufe there alone 
exifted that will, which bfeathes a fpirit of préfer- 
vation,—which is the chérifher of prudence, and 
the parent of the law. That camp was the depo- 
fitary of honour, the fource of virtue in a king- 
dom: it was the center, or focus of loyalty. There 
the hermaphrodite conftitution of 1789 was detefted. 
There alfo, no doubt, one might have difcovered 
fome intrigues, and fome foppery. But where 
fhall we find any affociation, or body of men, who 
are individually exempt from thofe weakneffes. 
But the character of the emigrants taken collec- 
tively was pure and noble; and every thing con- 
turred to make it the duty of all thofe, who defired 
the re-eftablifhment of order, to join them and 
theit auxiliaries with heart and hand. 
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Wilk be faid, that M. La Fayette could soot 
have been admitted there; as he had done fo 
much mifchief, that nothing could difarm the juf- 
tice of his fellow-citizens. But the more mifchief 
he had been guilty of, the more fervice he ought 
to have rendered to the caufe which he had firlt 
betrayed. He ought to have generoufly fent the 
three commiffionets, who were made prifoners, to 
the Princes as a pledge of his integrity, and as 
hoftages for the king their brother, inftead of ftu- 
pidly refpecting the pretended majefty of the na- 
tion in the reprefentatives and tools of a horde of 
rebels. He oughtto have taken with bim as many 
of the foldiers as he could prevas] upon to join the 
emigrants. He ought to have furrendered to the 
latrer all the ftrong holds, the magazines and mo- 
ney in his power. He ought to have made a 
noble and candid gonfeffion of his faults, declared 
his accomplices, divulged all the fecrets of the 
French revolution to foreign nations, and held 
out to them the example of hrs own repentance, in 
order to obtain forgivenefs. The imperious ne- 
ceffity of circumftances for the three preceding 
years afforded him excufes in abundance for this 
important, though late offer of his fervices. In 
fhort, he ought to have got the flart of Dumou- 
tier his rival, and his mafter in revolution matters, 
and thereby merited that kind of efteem which 
we beftow ona character we cannot honeur, I 


ftead 
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flead of acting in this manly, open, and {pirited 


manner, he runs away in the dark, he fkulks, he 
endeavours to fly from the patriots, the Auftrians, 
the French, and perhaps from himfelf. Like Nero, 


tn frightful thades he winds his trembling way. 


He leaves at the difpofat of the rebels even the 
military cheft which he might have carried off with 
him ; as if fhewing fuch kindnefs to the criminals 
aman accufes was not making himfelf in fome 
meafure their accomplice. He makes his efcape 
by defertion, in order to join the party of the fe. 
ditious and perverfe in Holland, England, and 
Philadelphia. Laft of all, in order to do as little 
injury as pofftble to the faction, npon whom, even 
in his flight, he cafts a father’s fond and lingering 
look, he takes to M. de Beaulieu only himfelf, 
twenty men, fifty horfes, and fifty thoufand livres ; 
and, by this final ftroke, he juftifies the portrait 
fo ftrongly and chara¢teriftically drawn of him by 
one of the beft of our French poets, who compares 
his ridiculous heronfm, and the efforts of his crimi- 
nal ambition to the dim and cold twilight of Crom- 
well’s fplendid guilt. But the hiftoric mufe takes 
alfo another view of his conduét, and contrafts it 
in the following’ nianner with that of Dumourier, 
when reduced to the like fituation, after eight 
faonths of fuccefsful and darifg rapine, without 

O 4 having 
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having the Hatt caufe to reproach himfelf with ary 
immoral act. 


La Fayette and Dumourier wére both hurried 
into a revolution by boundleis ambition: the for- 
mer, with a view of attafning without delay to de- 
grees and honours which merit alone could not 
procure him ; and the latter, exafperated at the 
idea that prejudices annexed to birth fhould keep 
him: for ever from diftinétions, of which perhaps 
he felt himfe!f worthy. Both of them regulated 
their conduct in fuch a manner, that they might, 
at a proper opportunity, change about, and fide 
with the party they fought againtt : both withed to 
make themfelves dreaded by the court, that they 
might one day fell themfelves to it at a higher 
price : La Fayette placing in his fubtlety and in 
his political intrigues all his hopes of making the 
moft of circumftances ; Dumourier relying upon 
his boldnefs and courage, and flattering himfelf, 
that he fhould be too formidable ever to be facri- 
ficed : La Fayette, immoveable in his camp, and 
continually keeping his foldiers inaétive behind 
their intrenchments, and in the face of an enemy 
who were conftantly drawmg them to battle ; Du 
mourier, full of indefatigable activity, which he 
has the art of infufing into the fouls of his men, 
juft takes poffeffion of the command of an army, 
‘which his rival had meanly deferted ; and though 

he 
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fie well knew, that, under its former General, a 
had avoided or dreaded a conteft with the enemy, 
he neverthelefs ventures to lead it to the field, and 
with a handful of troops, judicioufly pofted, he 
checks tw of the beft armies fn Europe, com? 
manded by the ableft Generals ;—~he does morey 
he makes them refolve on-¢ precipitate retreat ;-—« 
he does not evets ftop there, but having got rid of 
the Proffians, he purfues the Auftiians into Bra- 
bant, and with an army, which was indeed five 
times more numerous than that of the enemy, he 
gains the vittory ac Jemappe: La Fayette, who’ 
was diftinguifhed only for his bows to the citigend 
of Paris, and his harangues before the commow 
council, had fhunned il opportunities of fighting, 
and, to ufe the words of a modern wit, had expofd 
only bss reputation and hts friends ; thé othet feems 
eaget for battle, as if he hoped by the fhouts of 
triumph and the flourifhes of viGoty fo divert thd 
public attention from the badnefs of his caufe: 
both of them weré traitors to their King, buf 
there was nothing to intereft us in favour of L# 
Fayette, as he appéared to be only an ambitious 
coward, who prefumed foo much upon his own 
ftretrgth, and who, at the moment of -aétion, dif- 
coveted himfelf in all his bafenefs, and turned out 
to be the mere heto of a farce; while the other, 
on the contrary, fuftained the character of a dating 
adventerer, who never flrunk from any enterprizey 


welf 
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well kxowing that men’s reputations are judged of 
Gfily by danger and fuccefs : perhaps he intended 
té act the part of Cromwell, and did not lower his 
tiéws to that of Monk, till he found he could no 
lonigés command circumftances : his laft adven- 
tare has reduced him to a evel with the leader of 
banditti. Laftly, in order to bring the paft, the 
prefent, and the future, into one point of view, 
and to hit Off, as by a fingle ftroke, the diftin- 
guithing fearures of thofe two perfonages, let us 
fix of attention on their flight, their prefent con- 
duct, and the lot that awaits them. Having been 
both obliged to fly, in order to efcape being 
brought to the block, their manner of doing fo 
was effentially different: La Fayette ftole away in 
the dark with a train of fugitives, and though he 
and they amonnted to forty in number, they fuf- 
fered themfelves to be made prifoners by fix vo- 
funteers who levelled their pices at them: Du- 
mourier fled alfo, but after having firft fecured 
KRoftages: he fled {word in hand, and fought his way 
with an efcort of huffars through four battalions of 
tational troops, directly tothe Auftrian camp, and 
to the tent of the General of the enemy: the one 
finds all his hopes blafted m the gloom of a prifon, 
and is become the fanatical founder of a fect of vi- 
flonaries, who, under the nathe of conttitutionalifts,’ 
have in London their conventicles, their myfteries,, 
the priefts, and their altars, and’ who hold toge- 

ther,’ 
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ther, fupport, encourage, and confole one anothety 
in expectation of being one day able to excite 
frefh commotions in the wotld ; while the other, 
enjoying perfect fecurity and fome honours, at. 
tracts the attention of Europe by his intrepidity, 
his extraordinary change of condué, and the con- 
jeCtures ic has given rife to: finally, Domourier 
has left in the minds of royalifts an idea, that he 
has poffibly been of fome fervice to them, by ac- 
celerating the end of the revolution; and La 
Fayette leaves them only the hope of feeing him 
one day exhibit by his trial a great example to the 
univerfe *, 


* Tra poftfcript to this Number, the French author has in. 
troduced the following hiftorical anecdote, which, he fays, fhould 
unmediately follow the above patallel between La Fayette and 
Dumourter. 


The Affembly decreed the confifcation of Meflrs. La Fayette’s 
and Lameth’s eftates, as foon as information was brought, that 
their perfons were beyond the reach of the guillotine. This was 
a prelude to the deci ees foon paffed againft al] the emigrants jn- 
difcrtminately. Nealy about the fame time, another of the 
Lameths, named Charles, who was ao a General, and who had 
made his firft appearance on the great theatre of the revolution 
by marching at the head of the mob to fearch for M. de Barentin 
in a nunnery, Concluded his fad career with beiag himfelf at- 
refted, on the eighteenth of Auguft, at the village of Barentin 
hear Rouen, on the eftate of that very magiftrate whom he had 
gone in queft of to the convent of the nuns of the annuncratren,: ith 
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ful Fayette’s flight reftored their liberty to the 
cistmiffioners ubder arteft. They were foon joirt. 


libliee to deliver him to thofe judges, whom Charles was fo fond 
46, while their decifions were in the trae fperit of the revolution, 
Charles got clear by the intetpofition of his brother Theodore. 

He has fince emigrated. London has the happinefs of now che- 
tithing in its bofom the illviftrious Prefident Sf the Jacobins, of 
the committees of i inquiry, of the tiots, of the plundetmg of ho- 
fels, &c. &c. But ag the property of this farious deferter 13 now 
Gbabicated by thé Hation, it is curious to lay before the moft jeas 
fens people in the world refpécting any attack upon pr. Operty the 
former opinion of Chatles Lameth, ont the fubyeét of property 
dtid of emigrants. On looking over the debates of the fixth o 

June 179F, in the Logopraphic Fournal, we meet with the follows 


ing paflage : 


M. Marovet.—* A man has it in his power to fay, I do not 
rises to be any longer a’ French fubje&t: your conftitution 

& does not {dit me: I retife. From that moment, you have no 
# longer any claim upon that man; but I affert, that you thould 
4 Rill fecure to him the liberty of retiring; and sn cafe he thould 
¢ Jeave amongtt you his property and his family, it 1s your duty 
# to protect that property and that family.” 


M, Cuaneas Lawstu.~ There is no lotiger any pro. 
¢¢ perty — 


Yer this was the fentiment ofa conftitutionalift This was the 
‘Spice of that conititution, which, the good people of Autiria be« 
Beve to have been, and {fill to be, the idol of the French, En. 
Gifted ! read and refled ferioufly on this; for your cabinet, 
ei your genius alone formed a jufter idea than other governs’ 
Piibes, or other nations, of that jumble of abfurditics, called 
Masoonhiitanion of 1739, F790; and 17914 


i" 


ed 
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ed by the three fobltitutes, Hard, Quinette, at, 
Gaudin, who had been difpatched to liberate theiga 
from their captivity, They conferred the momegs 
tary command of the Ardennes army on Genera} 
Dangeft. 


In this army there was a fmall difting corps of 
four thoufand picked men under the command of 
General La Tour-Manbourg. This corps had 
Jong been intended for the great fcheme projected 
by La Fayette to ger the King into his camp, 
Thofe four thopfand men were to be his honorary 
guard, his gold-embrpjdered troop, Ifnard of 
Proyence, took it into his head, in one of his ufual 
fits of frepzy, to chriften them the iafernal troop. 
Such hyperbolical appellations foon became fax 
fhionable . every Jegion that was embodied would 
not have fuppofed ipfelfta be truly patriotic, unlef 
it affumed fome ridiculous name, fuch as, the dra- 
goous of iberty, the dragoons of death, &c. Juftin 
the fame manner as timid travellers fing in their 
way through 3 wood, to diffipate their fears of 
being robbed. 


Some days after the General’s flight, D’Aveyn. 
poult, a fensllanr, a Dutch refugee, who had been 
yaifed to the rank of colonel in the fervice of the 
conftitution, and who was a member of the Affem- 
bly at thar time, thought ic his duty to follow the 

fortunes 
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{reonts.of La Fayette. He fet off from Mezieres, 
Wiely only one attendant. Having been ftopt by 
f@ime country people, he attempted to put an end 
W's life, the continuance of which was likely to be 
fleplorable. He difcharged a piftol at his own 
head, but through that fatality, by which it feems 
to have been decreed, that a conftitutionalift fhould 
never do any thing but by halves, he did not ef- 
fe€tually kill himfelf, and he remained for a long 
time in alanguifhing ftate. All that can be faid 
pf D’Aveyrhoult is, that he was unhandy, but not 
af unprincipled man. 


Three national commiffioners, La Porte, La 
Marque, and Bruat, went to the army in Lorrain, 
commanded by Luckner; and three more, Gaf- 
parin, Rouyer, and La Combe St. Michel repaired 
go the army of the fouth, to adminifter the new 
oath of allegiance to Montefquiou, 


Luckner took any oath that was required of 
him: he ended as he had begun, by fhouting, one 
after another, The King for ever! The Republic far 
ever! As to the academician, the courtier, the 
flock-jobber, notwithftanding his having afferted, 
that if the dethroning of the King fhould be de- 
greed, not a foldier or officer would remain in the 
samy, he proved at leaf. that a General would ftay. 
No daubt, he expected, at that time, that inftead 

of 
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of fetting him about the regeneration of the.dggy 
and barren mountains in Savoy, they would have 
intrufted to his management the effecting of a re- 
yolution in Holland, of England. Unhappily for 
him, his virtue was put to the fevereft proof. He 
was placed before the thirty heads of Geneva wha 
ruined France, in order to ftrike them off with one 
blow. But this wretched Brutus had not the cou- 
rage to facrifice his darling children: he difap- 
peared, without leaving fo much as a trace hehind 
either of his flight, or of his reputation, 


There were already fome commiffioners of the 
executive power in Alface: as they were noforious 
Jacobins, the grand bufinefs of adminiftering the 
oaths was left totheircare. All the Generals, who 
commanded the army of the Rhine, except Kel- 
lerman and Ferriere, jad been members of the 
Conftituent Afflembly. Reubell and Lavie, their 
former colleagues, were ordered to go and receive 
the teltimonies of their allegiance and attachment 
to the repyblic. Biron and Cuftine did not make 
the leaft hefitation. Victor Broglio was fuperfedéed 
by the commiffioneys, then put under arreft, after. 
wards fet at liberty, next a narional guard, and 
finally had a decyee paffed for his impeachment ; : 
his behaviour, fince the tenth of Auguft was a 
{tring of inconfiftencies; and his whole condud, 
ever fince the twelfth of July 1789, has plunged 

his 
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fis virpnous father in defpair, and covered his name 
ae family with difhonour. Old D’Harambuyc 
gery frankly renewed his oath of allegiance to the 
Nation, the Law, and the King ; but what is ftil} 
More aftonifhing, the Affembly afcribed this af- 
front upon republicanifm to his fimpheity, It 
forgave D’Haramburc a real crime, in ofder to ac- 
eufe him fix months after of an imaginary offence, 
his having dared to copy inta the public regifterg 
the at, by which Monjeur (the late King’s eldeft 
brother) had declared himfelf regent after the 
King’s death. General d’Aignillon, after his cam- 
paigns at Verfailles and among the Jacobins, had 
got into the defiles of Porentruy. The oath did 
not reach him there: a decree of impeachment, 
which was paffed againf{ him on the grounds of 
a letter which he wrote to Barnave after the tenth 
ef Auguft, and which was intercepted, having 
forced him to fly, one may judge from his letter 
and the addrefs he made to his army, that he would 
have been faithful to the conftitution, What 4 
melancholy fituation a man muft have reduced 
himfelf to, when we cannot compliment his heart, 
but at the expence of his underftanding | 


Menou, wha, on the teath of Auguft, had the 
command of the guards for the defence of the 
King’s palace, and wha was even aftonithed at his 


Hot having given up the Thuileries to re 
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had before given up Avignon to Jourdan, prefencd 
ed himfelf on the feventeenth, to beg pardon for 
his having been a royalift for a few hours, and to 
take the oath, Within a few days, he was feen 
on horfeback with Chabot, the Capuchin, marking 
out the ground for the camp near Paris, and fixing 
upon proper pofts at Montmartre. Some time 
after, when a Minifter for the War Department 
was to be appointed in Servan’s place, Menou 
entered his name upon the lift of candidates, 
though the republic was then deciced. But as 
the Affembly had not forgot, that James Menou 
had faid a year before that ‘‘ the government of 
France was monarchical; and shar if there exifted 
in the wold a monarchy founded on an immove- 
able bafis, it certainly was that which had been juft 
eftablifhed in France, &c,‘” it did him the ho- 
nour to ftrike his nime out of the lift as a traitor; 
for though the Affembly accepted of Generals 
without valour, and of Minifters without talents, 
it would not admit of candidates without can. 
dour. 


The commiffoners, fent off by the Affembly, 
having fecured the allegiance of the army, nothing 
temained to be done but to concert the plan of 
operations with the generals. The War Munifter 


* See the Logographic Fournal of the gth of Auguft, 1791. 
Vor. II. P had 
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had only to fanction their ptovifional decrees, and 
to provide for them in any manner, well or ill. 
‘This plan was well fuited to Servan’s ignorance 
and avarice. Dumourier was immediately recon- 
ciled to this old rival: intereft had made them 
quarrel: the fame motive and the change of cir- 
cumiftances now fettled the difpute. 


The Duke of Brunfwick had already taken 
Longwy ; and Verdun was on the point of falling 
into his hands : Sedan and Montmedy could not 
hold out. France was quite open on the fide of 
Champagne ; and Lorrain was alfo very weakly de- 
fended.‘ Dumourier dared not fuddenly afpire to 
the poft of commander in chief. He was afraid 
of giving alarm by jumping fo fuddenly from the 
third rank to that of generaliffimo. He had the 
command of the army in Lorrain taken away from 
Luckner, and corferred on Kellerman, who from 
that moment became his creature and his lieute- 
nant: he got Arthur Dillon pardoned, whe from 
having been his fuperior, was now put under hirn 
he led along in his train that Bournonville, his 
pupil, who afterwards had the boldnefs to go to 
arreft him: he promifed promotion and patronage 
to all; and thys gained the attachment of every 
one of the Generals. As to Luckner, he got him 
the nominal rank of generaliffimo ofall the French 
forces ; but he prudently fixed him at the camp 

at 
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at Chalons, where he reduced him to the ridicu. 
lous And paffive employment of being a fort of 
poftman for tranfmitting all the difpatches from 
the fen to the Affembly. He alfo gave 
fome other things in charge to Luckner, fuch as 
the fupplying of the armies with neceflaries, and 
forming thofe mere phantoms of encampments at 
Soiffons, Meaux, and Paris In fhort, he placed 
him in the very center of difficulties and uneafi- 
nefs, between the enemy, the wants of the army, 
the clamours of the volunteers who arrived, and 
the complaints of the commiffioners of the common 
council of Paris, who were continually haraffing 
hit. One would have fuppofed, thar Dumourier, 
in making thefe arrangements, was diverting himfelf 
with one of the moft important periods in the 


~Inftory of man; and that he looked upon the 


Pruffian invafion as a mere farce, in which Luck- 
ner, on account of his age, his drunkennefs, and 
his {tupidity, was to be the harlequin. 


Dumourier, having thus difpofed of his gene- 
raliffimo, and of every thing behind him, advanced 
forward with 17,000 men to Grandpré, where he 
did not arrive tall the third of September. Dillon, 
who commanded the van guard, did not get into 
the defiles of Clermontois with 5,500 men till the 
fifth. Bournonville had only juft fet out from 
Maulde camp. Kellerman, who was marching to 

Pa join 
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join him with twenty thoufand men, could “not. 
come up to him till the eighteenth. The, gry of 
Verdun had capitulated on the thirtieth of Agguft. 
Dumourier waited in vain for fifteen daystto be 
ferioufly attacked, in order to have a pretext and 
anexcufe for being defeated. The flight of a 
corps of ten thoufand volunteers before fifteen hun- 
dred Auftiians on the fourteenth of September, 
fhewed plainly what might have been done ;— 
but I have already explained how it was Dumou- 
riet’s doom to have the appearance of being viéto- 
rious, 


The French army, even according to General 
Dillon’s contefion *, was in a deplorable fituation. 
The camps, which had been decreed, did not exift, 
and the Executive Council was in fuch alarm as to 
debate on the propriety of immediately repairing 
to the South of France. 


Meany hile, in order to employ the Parifians, 
and to keep up thcir fpinits, a {cheme was contrived 
to fet them to dig up the earth in the plains of St, 
Denis, under the pretence of making an intrench- 
ment round the metiopolis. M. Belair aéted as 
engineer in this wild attempt; and I perceived in 
the character of fub-engineers fome impartial mem- 


* See page 5 of his narrative, 
bers 
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berXof the Conftituent Affembly. Ten years, tert 
thou%nd cannon, and a hundred thoufand men 
woulfl have been neceffary to complete this ridi- 
culofls work. The cariying it on beéame a fort 
of revel : younz women went to the camp, juft as 
they would go to the Chiucfe redoxbt *. Before 
any men were firft fet about it, bacchanalian pro- 
ceffions took place, and the labourets went to the 
common counul hallto get pick-axes, fhovels, and 
other tocls, which they fift trailed about in great 
pomp through the ftreets of Paris, and fecreted 
them afterwards, that they might fteal others next 
day. Nothing was to be {cen at this camp but 
drunkennefs, quarielling, indecency, and robbe- 
ries. Sometimes the infpectors, fometimes the 
munycipal officers were theic threatened with the 
lanterue, or the fword. The works were fufpended 
almoft as foon as begun. 


Stages were erected in all the fuares and public 
places, where recruits for the army were enlifted, 
#6 firt they aed the farce, which has been re- 
newed fince, of having fham foldieis, who went 
and enliiled themfi lves on the fame day at ten dif- 
ferent places, in order to deceive the populace 
with fuch a thew of general ardour and patriotifin. 


* A place of fummer amufement at Patis,' fomewhat like 
Ranelagh, or Vauxhall, near London. 
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Several of the banditti took the hint, and aétyAlly 


received the bounty-money ten times over. 


Very few men, however, were raifed bY this 
mode of recruiting, till the maffacres on the ed of 
September took place, after which terror fent off 
from Paris upwards of forty thoufand individuals. 
Gentlemen, pricfts, citizens, young perfons of fa. 
mily, workmen, all fet out, all fled with horror 
from a land of defolation. It was not their coun- 
try they went to defend, but it was death, it was 
a death worthy of a man that they went to feck. 
A great many repaired to Dumourier, in order to 
get near the emigrants, or the Duke of Brunfwick, 
and to watch an opportunity of efcaping out of 
France: their uniform ferved them as a difguife, 
sand their commiffion as a paffport, 


Tt was neceffary to arm, to feed, and to clothe 
this uncurbed and unmanageable multitude, that 
accafioned twenty times the wafte and expence of 
a difciplined army. They emptied all the gratis: 
ries: they exhaufted all the fupplies of foreign 
and domeftic manufactures: the fatal facility of 
paying off all demands with afignats, and the 
temptation of feeming gain made France as well 
as neighbouring nations blind to the danger that 
Enrope incurred by fuch reiterated wafte, fuch a 
turning of every thing topfy-turvy. In fact, if the 

fate 
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flak of Europe, with refpect to provifions an@ 


comigerce, is become in fome fort a homogeneous 
ma(s# and a regular fyftem, it ought not to bea 
matt@r of indifference to its governors to fee the 
balagce deftroyed fo fuddenly and fo furcibly in 
any part of the great whole. France, by exhauft- 
ing its fpecie and ciedit, haftened the decreafe of 
future confumers; and by wafting thiee times 
more than the ufual confumption of provifions, it 
muft occafion a famine fomeshere. It was not 
therefore difficult to forctee the progiefs of con- 
fufion from the very firft {tep ; and when I heard, 
upon my coming to London, Low the receipts at 
the Englifh Cuftom-houfe had been increafed fee 
veral thoufands, towards the clofe ef the year 1792, 
it ftruck me diredtly, that private banks would 
foon be without credit, and the weavers cf Man- 
chefter without employment. 


The total penury of France became foon fo 
great, that the invafion of Biabant, of Holland, 
afd of the Electorates was refolyed upon chiefly to 
procure corn, of which the Fiench had fo little 
left, and money, which they had {till lefs of, 


In fhort, the want of neceffiries was carried to 
fuch excefs, that being wholly deftirute of credit, 
commerce, and all forts of cloth, there was no re- 
fource left but to fttip citizens of their thoes, 

P4 ftockings, 
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ftockings, breeches; and laftly to buy up a pin. 
dred thoufand ells of velvet to clothe the trogbs of 
the republic. Ina few months more, we ffould 
fee the brocades of Lyons, and the tapeftry df the 
crown made ufe of to cover their nakednefs. 


H therto, reader, you have feen only acts of 


madnef-, of folly, and of ridiculous abfurdity ; 
but you muft now prepare for {cenes of blood. 


Proceedings 


a ae 


vials 1a the Criminal Comt of the Prople, Execu 
tions, Domusitary Vyits, Aéafacres. 


i rick of the Comnon-council of Paris, Arrefts, 


THE characters, of which this common council 
of Paris confifted, are well known. There was not 
a day that Marat, Robefpierre, Danton, Panis, 
Offelin, Sergent, Santerre, Billaud Varennes, Tal- 
hen, Leonard Bourdon, Huguenin, Yon, Collin, 
Rocher, Chaumet, Hevert, James Roux, Lavaux, 
Collot d’Herbois, Camillus Defmoulins, Robert, 
L’Huillier, Faber d’Eglantine, L’Enfant, Duplan, 
Jourdeul, and a hundred other :obbers of the 
fame ftamp did not appear on the ftage. Their 
combination with fifty of the members of the 
legiflative body, fuch as Chabot, Bazire, Merlin, 
Albitte, Thuriot, Charlier, Gafparin, Le Cointre 
Pyiravaux, De Bry, Duhem, La Marque, &c. is 
equally notorious In a review of their conduct, 
we fee their prefent rivals, their accomplices at 
that time, Condorcet, Briflor, La Croix, Sieyes, 
Guadet, Genfonné, Vergniaux, Manuel, Louvet, 
Roland, Petion, Kerfaint, Batbaroux, Gorfas, &c. 
endeavouring to vie with them in the purfuit of 
popular favour and influence. Laft of all, every 
day prefents us fome new individual, who, in his 
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guen, tifes into confequence fiom the low rank Jf 
an aéting murderer : fometimes it 1s a Weftermdan, 
ora Desfieux, and {umetimes a Fournier, a \_a- 
joulki, anda Maillaid, who fpring out of their 
former obfcurity, to claim as their due, and to 
feize upon fome of the bright gems of the crown 
of thofe who had at firft employed them only as 
fubordinate tools; while Phihp Equality, ftill de- 
bafing himfelf even lower than the moft defpicable 
of thofe who once compofed his meicenary gang, 
is at length funk to the loweft depth of human 
degradation. Let us now take a fuivey of the 
proceedings for forty days of this affociation of 
sebels, who are at prefent tearing one another to 
pieces. But before we enter upom a detail of 
their ations, let us hold out to the factious of 
eyery country and of every age a picture of thofe 
factions, of their origin, of their means, and of 
their end. 


On the roth of Auguft, a combination of all 
thofe factions had overturned the conftitution’ 
fa¢tion, who then ruled in the name of the King, 
But to overturn and to conquer was not all; it 
was neceflary to fecure this newly acquired power. 
The rebel multitude, hallooed on by Petion, by 
Marat, by Briffot, and by Santerre, poets and 
butchers, editors of newfpapers and {tone-mafons, 
Philip’s hirclings and Chenier’s difciples, all 

united, 
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uljted, could eafily overthrow the few obfladhis 
whikh the conftitution oppofed to their violences 
butfthey began their reign, like all the faGions 
whjeh had preceded them fince the tme of M, 
Ngker, without any determinate views, or any 
previoufly concerted plans. Having been obliged 
to make ufe of each other’s fervices, withopt 
having the leaft love or efteem for one another, 
any party that wifhed to give the law found itelf 
oppoted by fome other paity, fo much the more 
powerful as it had been neceffary to collect a 
ereater number of partifans. Hence there were 
more ambitious defires to be gratified ; and more 
hopes were inevitably difappointed: hence alfo 
there were fore enmities to fmother, and more 
mordcis to fanétion, in order to quell fuch a fer- 
ment. The very inflant the King, or rather roy~ 
alty no longer exifled, the ringleaders would have 
been very glud, af their afioctates in the influr- 
rection had laid down their arms, and had come 
wath all humility to bend their necks to the new 
yoke, now fubftituted in the room of that whick 
their hands had contributed to deftroy. Unfor- 
tunately for Briffor and Petion, the multitude of 
wiies neceflary to put in motion and to manage 
fuch an immenfe number of puppets obliged them 
to employ a great many directors of machinery, 
who, taking the lead in their refpective depart 
ments, would not fubmit next day to a&t under 

thofe, 
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thefe, who the night before were but their equals, 
The confequence was, that, when the republfcan 
party of the Affembly, who had deftroyed roy}lIty, 
and appointed the new minifters, wifhed to pt a 
ftop to the revolution, the common council of 
Paris, not having yet derived any benefit from it, 
withcd to prolong it, and to carry it farther. 
Scorning to be confined to a&t a fecondary part, 
it wifhed to fhare the prerogatives affumed by its 
rival. {It therefore fent, as well as the Affembly, 
commiffioners chofen out of its own members to 
the camps, to the departments, to the armies:* it 

left 


* This cuftom of fending commiffioners took its rife fiom the 
Affembly’s dcfiie, ever fince the forming of the ftates gerieial, to 
invace all the powers of the {tate The fir ft commiffioners it 
deputed were thofe who went befoie the King to Paris on the 
agth of July 1789, to give notice that the troops under M. de 
Broglio’s command were going to be withdrawn A few days 
after, other commiffioners were fent to St Ger main’s, to quell a 
riot, in which a baker had been killed, So far, indeed, thofe 
peaceful embajffies might be tolerated, though they were mot 
Mri€ly legal. But there was an end to liberty, when comaX 
fioners were fent to the departments, and to the armies. The 
fupreme power, civil and militaiy, was from that moment im the 
hands of the legifigtive body, who foon added to it the judicial 
power, by the commuiffioners that were inftituted. 


Lanjuinais expreffed bumfelf in the following manner on this 
FudjeA in the Affembly, the 31ft of July 1711: 


“ Efforts are conftantly made to introduce a fyftem of go- 
 vernment 
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le& the national treafure at the difpofal of (tie 
Afitmbly, its confederate, in order to enjoy it, juft 
as fhe conftitutionalifts had acted with refpeét to 
thefcivil lift; but it referved for itfelf the thops, 
th domiciliary vifits, and the wardrobe of the 
crown: it gave up to Briffot’s refentment the lives 
of Derozo: and M. dela Porte, about whom the 
people were but little concerned, in order to have 
the prifoners of the 2d of September, and the 
little cafh thofe pnfoners might have about them 
in their feveral places of confinement. Thus the 
Affembly, entirely dependent on the common 
council, was obliged, in order to avoid being but. 
chered itfelf, ether to approve every thing the 
latter had done, or to decree every thing it withed 
to do, and to acknowledge every tune, that the 
common council of Parts had been the falvation of the 
countiy, 


« vernment carried on by commifiioners of the National Affem- 
* bly. It 1s not commiffioners that fhould be fent; and I muk 
- remind you of a well-known fa@, that when commiffioners 
“ were deputed by the ftates general, the latter were difperfed, 
** and feveral of the commiffioners were hanged ” 


Yet Lanyuinais is now a member of the National Convention, 
that every day nominates minifters, and fends commuffioners, 
while Lanjuinais fays not a word again{t it; ‘terior ftops his 
mouth, 


Now 
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Néw that the Convention is ftriving to repy@is 
the common council, its efforts will be ineffeGiual 
and all its pretended power will not prevent is 
own diffolution. Then from the very womb, * IC 
were, of the common council will fpring fa th 
twenty new factions full more cruel than thofe of 
2792. Thefe factions will alfo fpiead themfelves 
im the provinces: the nearer they approach to one 
another in piinciples, the greater will be their 
mutual deteftation: 4 the laft, who have proved 
wictorious, will in their tuin be the firft victims of 
the freth ones that {pring up; and the profcrips 
tions of Marius and Sylla will be every where 
renewed at once. Thus the French republic, be- 
ginning with the very cxceffes which brought 
about the downfall of the Roman republic, muft 
be already on the point of being annihilated by 
inte:nal or external fhocks; and the day of pu- 
nifhment is not far off. Then fhall we fee all 
thofe leaders of faction endeavour to throw the 
thief blame on one another: every one will he 
fooking out for fome body {till more criminal than 
himfelf: they will remember that Dumourier got 
clear by accufing Marat. La Fayette will point 
out Condorcet : Condorcet will fhew Danton and 


* Hence, ina letter wiitten from Paris by a man of quality, 
who was reproached for ftill ftaying mn a city rent afunder by fo 
many parties, he tells his friend, “ Make yourfelf very caly on my 
@ gcgownt, I am out of the Lue.” 

Robef- 
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Rapefpierre: every one of them, if he himfelf wae 
to be heard, would appear to be a little faint; and 
perHfaps even the laft of thofe banditti would ftill 
a i himfelf behind the more horrid infamy of 
Ph§ip Equaltty. 


Such then is the ufual end of all infurrections 
againft lawful authouity. The firft infurgents wane 
only reputation, power, and money; and in order 
to attain thofe objects, they have occafion but for 
very few murders, and fome truly philofophical 
harafling and perfecution, which their clubs think 
very laudable and virtuous: the fecond are fatise 
fied with power and money; and employ for that 
purpofe, a good deal of blood and tyraany: the 
laf, being determined point blank on univerfal 
plunder, go ftraight forward to the end in view, 
availing themfelvcs of the breach made by their 
predeceffors, and muidering indifcriminately as 
their inclination direcis, until the patience of the 
djvine Being is tired out, and tll all of them are 
hanged, as all have cqually deferved to be, from 
the Barnaves to the Dantons, and from Cuftine to 
Jourdan, Ravzillac’s guilt, if 1 remember right, 
avas not admitted as an excufe for Peter Mandvin. 


The Affembly, at the requeft of the common 
council, decreed the forming of a criminal court, 
and of a jury of accufation and trial, to take cog- 

nizance 
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pigance of the crimes of the 1oth, and to pffs 
fentence on them. The modelling of this tribunal 
was' left to the care of the feAlions of Paris. ‘The 
eight judges appointed were Robe/pierse, the pyefi- 
dent, Ojelin, Matihier, Pepin, Levaux, ris 
Dubail, and Cofirball: the accufers, appointed to 
carry on the profecutions, were to other profli- 
gates, named Later and Rial. The jury confifted 
of feven wretches more, and their feven fubfututes: 
the toimer were called Le Rr., Biandin, Bolleaux, 
Lobier, Lotfeau, rey ., and Culleres de l’Etang : 
the mimes of the L tea wore J esfenr, Boucher Reneé, 
Faillan, Dui hl Fue, Ina'lkt, Andius, In 
order to give fome idea of this count, it is enough 
to fay th.t one of the judges (Davbigm)) was con- 
yicted ct icb'ery two n.onths after the oth of 
Auguft, aad cbliged to fly. Rovef/izerre would not 
accept of the prefidentthip which had been con- 
fegred on lim. Liss proper potl was in the public 
place of exe-ution: that was the fittelt fpot for the 
nephew of Damien to cacrt lunfelf in, to attempt 
to revenoe the blood of his regicide uncle; thebe 
he lived, and there Jet us hove he will die. 
Manucl, who had been moft firenuous for the 
forming of this t.ibunal, was the perfon who in- 
ftalled it in the exercife of sts authofity and func- 
ons. He it was, who on the fame day (the 20th) 
that the tiials began, caufed a permanent gurllotrne 
to be erected in the Carroufe/, under a pretence 

thar, 
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that, as that fpot has been the theatre of guilt, it 
ought alfo to be the place of atonement. In read+ 
ing this, we cannot help fancying we fee a party of 
ay bene erecting their tribunal in Bondy Fo- 
reft, And there making themielves the accnfers, the 
judges, and the executioners of their victims. 


The formation of this tribunal was a direct en- 
croachment on the judicial power. It was in the 
fume manner that the Conftituent Atlembly had 
inftituted the Chdrelet to get Favras condemned, 
and to annul its own proceedings againft Mira 
beau. This tribunal was alfo a foit of prelude 
to that illegal jury, who, under the name of a 
National Convention, dared to accufe, to fit in judg- 
ment on, and to condemn the King. Tt was thus 
that they announced beforehand the eftablifhment 
and form of a revolutionary tribunal for the fam- 
mary execution of the numerous victims, whom 
they affect to keep up the thew of fending to be 
tied, Strange as it may feem, the very fame men 
were the firft to oppofe, in 1791, a motion for in- 
ftituting yudictal commiffions ; [the appointment of 
Jpectal judges to try particular delinquents] yet they 
have not vacated their feats in 1793! Who can 
account for a conduct fo barbaroufly incone 
fiftent *. 


The 
* On the twenty-fecond of July 1792, (See the Logagraplue 


Jusragl) feven united committees propofed the eftablifhment of a 
Vou, II, Q, {peval 


[ 222 J 


The firft perfon condemned by this fham tri. 
bunal was a poor wretch, named Collenot a’ Angie- 
mont. This man had been French mafler to the 
Queen, when fhe was only the Dauphin’s cdnfort. 
He had fince written a French grammar, of Which 
the Confticuent National Affembly made honou- 
rable mention. This man’s zeal, and his with ta 
pleafe his fovereigns, prompted him to pick up 


{pecial court for thetrial of the rioters who had been taken upfome 
days before in the Champ de Mars. M Rewbell, now amembe 
of the Convention, fpoke thus: “In times hke the prefent ct 
‘¢ miftruft, revenge, and calumny, we fhould be prompt in hav 
“ ing people taken up: we fhould be alfo prompt in forwai ding 
* their trials, while the evidence 1s frefh and complete but to be 
“ prompt to furntfh, while things aye in a ferment, and withou' 
*+ allowing the culprit full opportunity to juftify himfelf, would 
“ in fact be expofing honeft men to become the victiuns of every 
“ falfe charge. Above all, let there be room for appeal from 
** fuch decifipns. Without that, we aie under a ty1annical go- 
‘* vernment.” 


M Camus, in the adjourned debate on the fame queftion next 
day, faid, “ Whenever you have a judge {pecially appointed to 
“ try any caufe, you may depend on his being a prejudiced Iman 
* in that bufinefs: he is, of courfe, a judge fold to the accufr, 
“ and againft the party accufed.” 


Well! thofe fame honeft men are members, however, of the 
National Convention. If one had Jeifure to make extraéts fiom 
the difgufting colleftion of the Logog: aphre Journal, what a large 
volume he might fill with the contradi&ions between the pi'0- 
giples and the adtiqus, the language and the conduét of thofe 
geatlemen. 
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fome honelt fellows, among the people out of ete 
ploy whom the metropolis was then full of, artdao 
engage them to mix with the crowds about the 
towg, and there try to counteraét the {pirit of dif. 
pe ee and difloyalty which fome incendiaries 
were fo bufy in exciting. He promifed each of 
thofe men fifty fous aday. It could not be proved 
that he hdd even twenty of them in pay; and ftill 
Jefs could any ptoof be brought of his having re- 
ceived either money, ot ordets from the King on 
that account. Had it even appeared that he had 
got money from any of the Minifters, could they 
make a better ufe of it, than by employing it #6 
make the King and Conftttution re/peCied ? Thefe are 
the very words of an indictment laid before the 
Committee of Infpetion, on the twenty-feventh 
of Auguft, by one Chazerot ; and d’ Angremont had 
been judicially affaffinated on the twenty-fecond; 
He died with a great deal of firmnefs, 


On the twenty-third, M. d’Affty, colonel of the 
tegiment of Swifs guards, was brought to trial and 
acquitted. It was knowni that he had been ill, and 
could not attend duty at the Thuileries on the 
tenth of Auguft. The people applauded the ver- 
dict in his favour: it was believed, and the mob 
echoed the affertion, that he had refifted thé 
Queen’s impoftunities, who wanted him, it was 
pretended, to make his men fire upon the people: 
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It was not therefore fo much the real truth, asa 
with to fee a more auguft vidtim in M. d’Affry’s 
place, that made the people affent to his acquittal. 
Thus, this man in the eightieth year of his age, 
and who had been loaded with favours by ‘the 
court, faved the few months he had ftil to hve. 
Tt was this fame d’Affry, who had been the firft 
that took the oath of fidelity required from all the 
military by the Conftkuent Affembly, after the 
King’s flight. He then gave a fufficient fpecimen 
of his character and principles. His fons will have 
no occafion to overftiain themfelves, in order to 
rife to the heght from which he has fallen. 


On the twenty-fourth, M. dela Porte, formerly 

a member of the Piivy-council, and Comptroller 
of the Navy, and, fince the revolution, Comptroller 
of the Civil Lift, was tried, condemned, and exe- 
@uted. His crime was his having paid for pamphlets, 
new/[papers, and pofting billsagainft the Jacobins : 
yet the papers that feemed to prove this charge 
were not found in his houfe, but in that of one of 
his fecretaries. I myfelf can affirm, that the Haif- 
penny Journal, receipts for which appear fo often in 
the collection of printed vouchers, was the very 
obfcure production of a ftill more obfcure clerk 
of his, and that nobody read that Journal, which 
“was fo wretched a performance, that its value fell, 
fhort even of its tile. M. de la Porte was alfo 
charged 
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him ; juft as if a man in his fituation could poffi. 
bly be made refponfible for every thing written to 
him, or to his fecretary, by indifcreet or frantic 
men, a hundred leagues diftant. Both he and his 
fecretary paid fuch little regard to fuch Jetters, that 
they did not even think it worth their while to take 
the trouble of burning them, M. de la Porte waa 
even reproached with a fketch of a conflrtutton, 
which had been found in his houfe ; as if, ac the 
time of the Conftituent Affembly, every one had 
not been drawing up his own plan of a conftitu- 
tion; and as if, even after a con{titution had been 
fixed upon and accepted, the liberty, fill eft to 
revife it, had not permuted every bufy body to 
throw his own ideas of a conftitution upon paper, 
and to fend it to whomfoever he liked. 


M. de la Porte had fo little apprehenfton of any 
dire&t impeachment, that he was arrefted at his 
own houfe, even after he had time enough to quit 
Paris, and to make his efcape. He defended lym- 
felf with compofure, but with weaknefs : he feemed 
to make a facrifice of his life to the dread of in- 
volving his King ; and this isthe great fault of 
men who want real dignity of character! M. de 
de la Porte might have acted a fublime part on 
this Jaft and trying occafion : inftead of throwing 
himfelf into a falfe pofition by evafive denials, he 

might, 
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tight, atid ought to have revealed all the fecréts 
of the Civil Lift, the fears that were fuggefted to 
the King, the fums extorted from his goodnefs, 
the mean propofals of the members of the Legifla- 
tive Body who were fo bufy, and who had for- 
merly been fo bufy in turbulence and intrigues 
tound the throne * ; for there was not 2 foul in 
Paris who did not already know the corrupt 
fchemes of extortion and bribery, which had been 
éartied on by Mirabeau, Sémonville; Sc. Foy, and 
fo many others. By fixing the attention of the 
public oh fuch fhamelefs characters 3 by painting 
them in their proper colours, always employed in 
ferrounding the King with alarms, for the fole 
purpofe of making a good bargain next day to re- 
fieve him from fuch fears ; the popular fury would 
have been directed to its proper objects. I think 
} have watched the tempet of the people fince the 
revolution fufficiently, to be convineed, that they 
were then fomewhat like a child, im whom curio- 
fity was ftill more predominant than ferocity +. 

In 


* It was the dread of being inforthed again{t by their intet- 
Inediate agents that made the members exert themfelves fo much 
to procure paffparts and commiffions for thofe agents of cofrup- 
tion. It was thus that fo many of thefe gentlemen were perrit- 

to get away to London, and to come here without any re- 
ftraint, ta hide, ¥ will not fay their exiftence, but their infamy. 

+ The people thewed juft the fame eagernefs to know the {e- 
ereta of the Civid Lift, as they had before fhewn is ee 
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Ja confequence of fuch a manly and fpirited aif. 
covery of the truth, the corrupt remains of Mirae 
beau would have been turned out of the Pantheon; 
Chapelier, Talon, and Duport would have been 
hanged ; perfons inclined to continue the profe- 
cuuon againit M. de ta Porte would have beea 
checked by the fear of appearing to act trom re. 
fentment of his having foimeily refiufed to bribe 
them ; and pernaps M. de la Porte, and the King 
too would have efcaped. Loyalty 1s without 
doubt a lovely virtue ; but it fhould be accom- 
panied with courage To know how to die 1s no- 
thing. we thould alfo know how to {peak and act 
fuitably to the occafion *. 


Be this as it may, M. de la Porte went to exe. 
cution, and fuflered, with the greucefl feverity, He 
died, protefting his innocence. In the way from 


pf the Red Book, and as they had fhewn to reid the Political Cora 
rifponde nce, the Secret Memars, and the Englifo Sty This feemed 
to be a punifhment on M de fa Porte fo: having deprived, put 
hie curiolity of Mad dela Motte s Jaft work, the whole edition of 
which he had caufed to be burned. The work, however, has 
fince appeared, and it has only fer ved to make Mad. de la Motte 
moie contemptible than before. 


-* Had M de Ja Porte been an orator, and capable of making 
estempare a {peech of two hours long, his fituation affaided him 
a fine opportunity for one of the molt beautiful defences of the 
King, and of rovalty. 

his 
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his prifon to the Carroufel, when he got near his 
own houfe, a poor woman, who fubfifted by his 
charity, burft into tears on feeing him going to 
the feaffold. The mob inftantly dafhed out her 
brains, before the very face of her benefactor, who 
was told, thus /hall all thy creatu es perifh. I) fared 
man! to carry with him to the giave the afflicting 
idea that fo many innocent victims were to follow 
him thither ! 


M. de la Porte died regretted by all who were 
in the habit of feeing him. Of a mild and ealy 
temper, and of uncommon integiity, he feemed 
incapable of doing any thing but aéts of hindnels, 
As he had the care of diflurbuting the King’s alms, 
the honourable tafk of comforting and relieving 
eight hundred diftreffed obyeéts at the beginning 
of every month fell to his lot. Nobody enjoyed 
more fully than he did the King’s intimate confi- 
dence; and what was the refult of this to him ? 
Pulled and haled by a thoufand different cabals, all 
thofe that fuppofed he had given the King any ad- 
vice unfavourable to their particular f{cheme, broke 
out at once into charges and invectives againft him. 
The multitude of his duties, the great number of 
applications conftantly made to him, and the unea- 
ne{s he felt from his attachment to the royal family, 
engroffed all his thoughts. He wanted feveral 
times to relign; but the King always infifted upon 

his 
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his flaying with him.* He might, perhaps, havw 
been liable to fome reproach for a fecret leaning 
towards the party that adopted a fort of baif-mea- 
‘fures in their political fyftem, and for fome atts of 
imprudence ; but his zeal and his misfortunes will 
not fuffer us to difturb his afhes. He left behind 
him a wife and feveral young children to mourn 
his lofs; nor is he lefs lamented by feveral brothers 
who do equal honour to the chutch and the ftate.> 


On the 25th of Auguft, Derozoi, the editor of 
the Paris Gazette, who never ceafed, fince the 
month of November, to declaim againft the Faroe 
bins, the Impartials, and the Monarchy-men, with 
more Zeal than ability, was ordered for execution. 
While the inftrument of death was uplifted over 


* I muft alfo add, highly to the honour of M. de la Porte, 
that he did not withdraw his letter of refignation, till he faw that 
there was certain danger in retaining his place. 


+ M. Tourteau de Septeuil, the treafurer of the civil lift, who 
jéimed to that ground of prejudice the farther unfavourable cir. 
cumftances of being head valet to the King, of not having quieted 
their Majefties on the 1oth of Auguft, and, what is worfe, of 
having immenfe property, had the good luck to efcape from the 
profecutions that threatened him. His papers and thofe of 
Lewis XVI. were feized indifcriminately; as were alfo his cele, 
and that of the King, his port-folio and the afignars of the civil 
Kft. Mrs, de Septeuil was arrefted inftead of her Hufband, and 
dhe temained in prifon even on thie 2d of September. 
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dpis head, he fhewed a degree of courage worthy of 
the chevaliers whom he had celebrated every day. 
He congratulated himfelf on the accident that 
rendered his memory illuftrious, by caufing a roy- 
alift lke him to be execyted gn the Saint's day of 
his king.* 


The executions were now put a ftop to for a few 
flays, and this was prudent on the part of thofe 
who direéted them, The people, who faw four 
thoufand men killed amidft the roaring of cannon, 
were lefs fhocked then, than at thofe reiterated 
executions. I was witnefs to the horror they ma- 
nifefted at the fight of thofe judicial maflacres, 
which they could not perceive the end of; and I 
fecl the utmoft confidence in afferting, that, f 

there had been a fourth on the following day, an infur- 
reéhion would have taken place at Paris. ‘The rea- 
fon is obvious. Ina battle, or a rjot, we can fore- 


* For the particulars that preceded Derozoi’s death, I refer to 
what is faid on that head in Capt. St. Meard’s Narrative. 


+ Danton, Manuel, and Petion, who, as I thall {gon demon- 
ftrate, were the chief promoters of the maffacres of the 2d ‘of 
September, were fo fenfible af the impreifien made upon the 
ple of Paris by thofe execytions ont after another, that it was 
determined to ftrike a | desifive blow at ance. On the 26th, 
, morning 3 after Derozoi’s execution, Danton fent for lifts ¢ 
‘prifones on the — the domiciliary vifits took pla 
five days after 

ee 






